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UNIT 1

Nothing is more terrible than -
" ignorance in - action o

ai“f'iél%%ﬁ HFEATT i‘b

Haow To Read A - Dictionary

‘Each word or expressmn that 1s llsted in a dlctlonary
is called an entry, Larce dlct1onar1es ha"e more entrics than
small ones do, and the explanatlons are usually longer, as
well, As soon as you understand the general plan of your
dlctlonary and the alphabetlcal arrangement, you can start
to look up words m 1t \ )

The entry ltself lS usually prmted 1n heavy black
letters at the left margm If the entry is prlnted with spaces
or dots between parts of the wprd, this 1nd1eates the divi-
sion of the word into s.y'IIables, To give a very rough
definition, a syllable is a part of a word that "can be spo-
ken alone, (The word syllable has three syl_lables: syl-,
-la-, and-ble) If the main entry is not written in such a
way that the syllable division is indicated, this information
is given somehow in the pronunciation symbols that
follow, ‘



English spelling is very irregular and represents the
sounds of the language very poorly, Even native speakers
of English can look at an unfamiliar word and not be sure
how to say it, Therefore, almost all English dictionaries
‘indicate pronunciation, There are many different ways that
this can be done, but the one thing that all methods have
in common is that they represent the same sound by the
same symbol all the time, You have to learn which sound
is represented by which symbol, and then you can get an
idea of how to say a - word that you ~have mot heard be-
fore, It is st111 better to learn new words in imitation of
'your teacher or a pative speaker of English, if you can,

The dlctlonary entry also tells you the part of speech
Since many words in English have more than one meanmg
and can function as vanous parts of speech this informa-
tion is necessary in order for you to choose the correct
mcamng, For example, the word hght has numcrous
meanings, and will no doubt be hsted in your dictionary
more than once, It can be used in all these ways;

Please turn on the light, '
I like to travel ligh;,

Her dress was light blue,

Please light the fire,

This suitcase is light,

The entry tells you how the word is spelled, of cour-
se, but the dictionary also tells you if there is more than
one spelling, For instance, thess words can be spelled in
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different ways in English, plow, plough; center, centre;
traveling, travelling; maneuver, manoeuvre, The first
spelling given in a dictionary is the one that is used most
often in the country where the dictionary is published and
is the one you should use when you write,

After all the information we have just mentioned, we
come to the definition (or definitions) of the entry, A
good dictionary will give examples of the entry in various
contexts, so that you can tell which meaning yoﬁ need,

Many dictionaries also list related words, words that
mean almost the same thing as the entry (synonyms), or
words that mean the opposite {(antonyms),

Since dictionaries use many of the same words over and
over, it saves space to print them in the form of abbrevi-
ations (shortened forms), If you see an gbbreviation that
you do not understand, be sure to look it up in the list
of abbreviations in your dlctxonary, or ask your teaclrer,

Words and Expressmns

1, eatry [“entril n,
the act or result of writing something down on a list, as
in an account of memory or in a dictionary
(FHDHBR, BA, £H
2, alphabetical [ ,eelfo’betikal]
of, belong to, orinthe order of the ketters <E&:{Y
3, margin [“mo:dgin] n,

one or both side of a page near the edge, where there is

0.30



.no_writing or printing L&, 5153 SR
4 dot [dot] my . ., il e
@ small spot. /K, lﬂﬁ oitnin oL om0
Do indicate [Vindikelt} vy i ot s g ne e

to point out, t¢ maks clear -iﬁiﬂ.: BH
6 lmitate [’unitelt'l Nei - e
; takc (somethmg/somone) as an exampic B5
.. imitation [imi’teifan] #.. e ‘

7. function [/fankfenl v, © - - oo .

. dowork IZWE, ER - o o o

8. numerous [/nju:meres] edj 5. .. e
many R%, %% -

9. maneuver [ma/nu:vel u, . . :

V,tl{;gglovj‘ngr of an army. or of .warships, planned for a

ncei@ih .purpgse;.. a set. .of such meves  being done for

.i,.,:train;ing,;pu;ppses-_iﬁf;b, WHJ o i

19.: IgOQk-.,up, L LR, B . ST

J1‘1\.kin cdmmon (with) & n-—'ﬁ‘:, FHit [ﬂ;ﬁ

12, get an jded of ST

Dl e TR

‘1

'*:’@9}*‘ -
13. part of speech At

14, over and over. .. RE#H -
15, in the form of  F--BR

“Exercises
I. S’elect,th\:‘_.gtg)t_ement which best expresses the main

idea of the article,
a, The formation of a dictionary

.9 4: o‘



b, The definitions and functions of the entries ina
dictionary
c, The informations included in a dictionary
d, The ways to read a dictionary
I . ‘Multiple Choice. -
=1, Ascompared with’ small dicuonarles, large dictionaries

a, have more entries and the explanations are shorter,
b, have less entries and the explanations are longer,
c, have more entiries and the explanations are longer,
d, have less entries and the explanations are shorter,

2, 'The entry itself is usually printed in heavy black
letters”, The word /heavy’in this article means:..
a, sad,
b, feeling or showing difficulty or slowness in moving,
¢, big, of unusual force or amount,
d, severe,

3. As mentioned in the passage, how many parts of
speech can the word ‘light’ function as?.
a, Five
b, Three
¢, Two
d, Four . ST =Rl

4, According to the passage, which of the following is
not correct? ; :
a. All the English dictionaries indicate the same sound

by the same symbol all the time,

b, The dictionary entry tells you the patt of speech

« H ®



and the ‘spelling of a word,
¢, All the English dictionaries give examples of the
entry in various comtexts and list related words,
d, In order to choose the cotrect meaning of a word
you must first know the word’s parts of speech,
6, According to the passage,decide which ‘of the follow-
" ing is true,
a, All the dietionaries consist of an introduction part,
dictionary ftself and ‘an appendix, 3
b, Small dictionaries may have an introduction part and
dictionary itself,
¢, Some dictionaries only have an appendix,
d, All the dictionaries only have the dictionary part,
'@, When you want to consult a word in a new diction-
ary, you will probably-..
a, first read the introduction part,
b, consult the word in the appendix directly,
¢, find out the word in the dictionary part directly,
d, first read the introduction part and consult the
word in the dictionary part then,
7. According to the passage,
a, each word has only one Way of spelling,
b, each word has only one part of spesch,
¢, each word has only one syllable,
4, wch word may have different spellings and mors
than one syllable,
8, Usually the words in a dictionary are arranged...

..'6“.



a, alphabetically,

b, synonymously,

¢, antonymously

d, according to their pronunciation,
9, According to the passage, “entry”-«

a, means the same with “word”,

b, has the same meaning with “list”,

c, is the act of writing something down in a dic-

tionary,

h, is the way to read a dictionary,
10, Abbreviations are usually placed.+.

8, in the entries,

b, in the introduction part,

¢, in the appendix,

d, after the word immediately,

[ A )



UNIT 2 )

The best preparation for 'go()d work tomorrow
is to do good work today '

R TR B O B R DA R TAE
(1655

How To Study

There is a lot of misunderstanding about studying,
Most students have not been taught the principles behind
really effective working, .Below is a graph showing the
amount a person learns against the number of hours he
works in a day, If he doesn’tdoany work, he learns
nothing(point O), If he does an hour’s work he learns a
certain amount(point 1), If he doestwo hours’ work he learns
twice as much ‘(point 2). If he does more work he’1l learn
still more (point 3), Now, if he tries to do 234 hours”
work in 24, he’ll be so exhausted that he’ll hardly
remember anything, what he learns will be very little
(point 4), If he did less work he’d learn more(point 5),

Now whatever the exact shape of this curve, it must
have a crest, Point X is the very maximum anyone can

learn in a day, And this represents the optimum, the best
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amount of work to do, It is the best possmle compromlsc
between adequate time at the books and faugue Fatlgue
1s an ,absol. ‘tely real thing ,one can’t escape it or try to
1gnore it, If you do try to, if you press yourself to work
past the optlmum(and any fool can prop his eyelids up and
do 14 hours aday), you can only get on this downward slopc
and achieve less than the best—and then gét exhausted and
lose your power of concentration,

"The skill in being a student consists in getting one’s
daily study as near the optimum point as possible,
1 can’t tell you what the optimum is, It differs with the
type of work, it differs from person to person, and even
in the same pefson it varies from week to week, You
must try to find your own, Every day you study, bear
this principle of the optimum in mind, When you feel
yourself getting fatigued, if you find yourself repeatedly
reading over the same paragraph and not taking it in,
that’s a pretty good sign you’ve reached the crest for the
day and should stop,

Most ordinary students find their optimum at about
five hours a day, Yours may be a little more or a little
less— but if you get in five hours’ good work a day,
you will be doing well,

Now, what are you doing with yourself when you
aren’t working? Before examinations some students do
nothing at all except sit in a chair and worry, Here is

another misunderstanding, People too easily think of the

29



mind ag if' it worked like the bodys it does not, If one
wanted to conserve physical energy to cut the maximum
amount of firewood, one would lie flat on a bed and
rest when one wasn’t chopping, But the mind can’/t rest,
Even in sleep you dream, even if you forget your dreams,
’Ifhé mind is always turning, It gets its relaxation only by
variety, That’s what makes mental rest,

When you finish your optimum hours you must stop,
You must not then sit around in the chair thinking about
the work—that only tires without any learning You must
gét' aut and‘ do something, It doesn/’t matter what--~
anything so long as you are actively doing something else
But work, ‘

Words and Expressions

1. mlsunderstandmg [ ,misanda’steendin] n,
) the act or action of putting a wrong meanmg (on
. something) BRI E L
(2) a disagreement less serious than quarrel R
2, principle [/ prinsopal] n,
(1) a law of natute as scientifically discovered and
- stated N )
(2) a rule used by a person as a guide for action [,
=yl
3, effective [i’fektiv] dj,
(1) having the desired result (MY
(2) real, actual ZLERES

‘e 1Qe



4, exhaust [ig’zo:st] v,
(1) to tire out K
(2) to use up completely 5 H¥E, AR .
5, curve [ka:v] n,v,
(1) a line of which no part is straight and which cen-
tains no angles Mk
(2) v, to make a line like this FZ5, EHER
6, crest [krest] n,
the top of something T, TRiE
7. maximum [/meeksimam] n, adj,
the largest number,amount B XEE (H)
8, optimum [‘optimam] n
best or most favorable B'H ( &4)
9, compromise [/kompremaiz] n, v,
(1) act of settling an argument by taking a middle
course acceptable to all sides Eifr, F1fE
(2) an agreement reached in this way I HFR,NBEHE
10, fatigue (fo’ti:gl n,
great tiredness = ,FFE
11, absolutely [‘eebsolu:tli] adv,
completely 524 #i
12, prop [prop]l v.n
to support or keep in position by placing something un-
der or against i, T
13. slope [sloup] n,
a piece of ground that goes up and down, to be or go

at an angle &}, HiH
] 11 ]



