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2 JUDE THE OBSCURE @

Part First

CHAPTER 1

The schoolmaster was leaving the village, and everybody

seemed sorry.

A little boy of eleven, who had been thoughtfully © as-
sisting in the packing, joined the group of men, and as
they rubbed their chins he spoke up, blushing at the sound
of his own voice:

‘Aunt have got a great fuel-house, and it could be put
there, perhaps, till you’ ve found a place to settle in,

.
SIr,

‘Sorry I am going, Jude?’ asked the latter kindly.

Tears rose into the boy’ s eyes, for he was not among
the regular day scholars, who came unromantically close to
the schoolmaster’ s life, but one who had attended the
night school only during the present teacher’s term of of-
fice. The regular scholars, if the truth must be told, stood
at the present moment afar off, like certain historic disci-

ples, indisposed to any enthusiastic volunteering of aid.

The boy awkwardly opened the book he held in his hand,
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A JUDE THE OBSCURE @

which Mr. Phillotson had bestowed on him as a parting gift,
and admitted that he was sorry.

‘So am I, ’ said Mr. Phillotson.

‘Why do you go, sir?’ asked the boy.

‘ Ah - that would be a long story. You wouldn’t understand
my reasons, Jude. You will, perhaps, when you are older. ’

‘I think I should now, sir. ’

‘Well — don’ t speak of this everywhere. You know what a
university is, and a university degree? It is the necessary
hallmark ® of a man who wants to do anything in teaching.
My scheme, or dream, is to be a university graduate, and
then to be ordained. By going to live at Christminster, or
near it, I shall be at headquarters, so to speak, and if my
scheme is practicable at all, I consider that being on the
spot will afford me a better chance of carrying it out than 1

should have elsewhere.

The boy Jude assisted in loading some small articles, and
at nine o’ clock Mr. Phillotson mounted beside his box of
books and other impedimenta ®, and bade his friends
goodbye.

‘I shan’ t forget you, Jude, ’ he said, smiling, as the cart
moved off. ‘Be a good boy, remember; and be kind to
animals and birds, and read all you can. And if ever you

come to Christminster remember you hunt me out for old ac-
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6 JUDE THE OBSCURE @

quaintance ® sake. ’

The cart creaked across the green, and disappeared round
the corner by the rectory-house. The boy returned to the
draw-well at the edge of the greensward, where he had left
his buckets when he went to help his patron and teacher in
the loading. There was a quiver in his lip now and after
opening the well-cover to begin lowering the bucket he
paused and leant with his forehead and amns against the
framework, his face wearing the fixity of a thoughtful child’s
who has felt the pricks of life somewhat before his time.
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3 JUDE THE OBSCURE @
CHAPTER 4

‘I suppose you’ ve been to Christminster, Physician ®?’
‘I have —many times, * replied the long thin man. ‘That’s

k]
one of my centres.

‘I mean to go to Christminster some day. ’

‘Whenever you do, you say that Physician Vilbert is the
only proprietor of those celebrated pills that infallibly cure
all disorders of the alimentary syste.m, as well as asthma and
shortness of breath. Two and threepence a box —specially
licensed by the government stamp. ’

‘Can you get me the grammars if I promise to say it
hereabout?’

‘I’1l sell you mine with pleasure — those I used as a stu-

dent. ’

He honestly performed his promise to the man of many
cures, in whom he now sincerely believed, walking miles
hither and thither among surrounding hamlets as the Physi-
cian’s agent in advance. On the evening appointed he stood
motionless on the plateau, at the place where he had parted
from Vilbert, and there awaited his approach. The

road-physician was fairly up to time; but, to the surprise of
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10 JUDE THE OBSCURE @

Jude on striking into his pace, which the pedestrian® did not
diminish by a single unit of force, the latter seemed hardly to
recognize his young com panion,

‘Well, my boy?’ said the latter abstractedly.

‘I’ve come, ~ said Jude.

*You? who are you? Oh yes — to be sure! Got any orders,
lad?’

‘Yes. * And Jude told him the names and addresses of the
cottagers ® who were willing to test the virtues of the
world-renowned pills and salve. The quack mentally regis-
tered these with great care.

‘And the Latin and Greek grammars?’ Jude’ s voice
trembled with anxiety.

‘Ah, yes, yes! Forgot all about it —all! So many lives
depending on my attention, you see, my man, that I can’ t

give so much thought as I would like to other things. ’

The disappointment was followed by an interval of blank-

ness.

At this date Mr. Phillotson sent for his pianoforte, and it
gave Jude alead ® . Why should he not write to the school-
master, and ask him to be so kind as to get him the gram-

mars in Christminster? He might slip a letter inside the case
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of the instrument, and it would be sure to reach the desired
eyes. Why not ask him to send any old second-hand copies,
which would have the charm of being mellowed by the uni-

versity atmosphere?

The piano was despatched, and Jude waited days and
weeks, calling every morning at the cottage post office before
his great-aunt was stirring. At last a packet did indeed arrive
at the village, and he saw from the ends of it that it con-
tained two thin books. He took it away inio a lonely place,
and sat down on a felled elm to open it.

The book was an old one —thirty years old, soiled,
scribbled wantonly © over with a strange name in every va-
riety of enmity to the letterpress, and marked at random with
dates twenty years earlier than his own day. But this was not
the cause of Jude’ s amazement. He learnt for the first time
that there was no law of transmutation ®, as in his innocence
he had supposed (there was, in some degree, but the
grammarian did not recognize it), but that every word in -
both Latin and Greek was to be individually committed to
memory at the cost of years of plodding ® .



