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Firestein interpreting a meeting for U. S, Secretary of Energy Hazel

O'Leary and Chinese Premier Li Peng at Zhongnanhai.
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Firestein interpreting a
meeting for U, S. Sec-
retary of Energy Hazel
()'Leary and Chinese
Vice Premier Zou Ji-

ahua in the Great Hall

of the People.
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Firestein interpreting a meeung for U.
('Leary and Chinese Foreign Minister and Vice Premier Qian Qichen

S, Secretary of Encryy Ilazel

at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse.

FAAHEERFED AT P EHSFTHH KR HEE,

Firestein interpreting a meeting for U. S. Secretary of Energy
Hazel ('Leary and Chinese MOFTEC Minister Wu Yi.
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“Parents and Kids” — Firestein with Li Dan.
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“Lunch in Huairou” —
Firestein with author and
friend Tie Ning at the
Non-Governmental Orga-
nization (NGO) Forum in

Huairou.
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“An Ordinary Home-
Cooked Meal " —
Firestein with long-
tume friends—and Chi
nese “ family ' mem
bers—Wu Sumei and
Wu Ling.
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“Friendly Vaices” Firestein with second annual “Songs from

Our Land” co —host Ma Xiangdong.
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“A Giant Leap for Mankind” —Zhang observing the launching of

the Columbia Space Shuttle.
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“LEERE” —KEFHEE VEFRRLE” HBRTE-L.
“Children’s Express” —Zhang with the children of “Children's

Express, ”
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“Warm-Hearted Volunteers” —Zhang enjoying a picnic dinner with
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Mr. Bean and family on American Independence Day.
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“FRFR —HERAFATANER.
“Leaving the Classroom for the Farm”

—A farmer using a cellular telephonc.
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REREERS.
“Footprints Only” —Americans enjoying a concert on the Washington Mall

on July Fourth.

“HE AL E” “Protesters at the White House”
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“Golfing on a Mountain of Trash”

—Zhang with Geri of WMNX. “This Hormone in Evervwhere”
-Zhang with Greensboro Mavor

Carolvn Allen.
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David RE# k. RREXNERLEH THENMLE
T, B s ) MEHREERH AR hKE,
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~ANEAARERMEM G LG4 FHERTAT LS
HHEEN.
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The Writing on the Bridge
(Foreword)

Zhao Mei

I found reading “David’s Notes”®very interesting be-
cause David is very interesting. He speaks very colloquial
Chinese,and loves China. He’s come to China many times to
study and work. So he’s tried to take his natural-born Amer-
ican style of thinking and incorporate it into the model of
Chinese culture. He has enriched his language with those
sparks of thought which come from the collision of eastern
and western cultures. He also has a very deep feeling for the
people and natural environments of America and China. He
is very perceptive and critiques unsentimentally; those in-
sights come a genuine concern springing from a place deep in
his heart. His hope is that the peoples of the China and the
United States can be on friendly terms from generation to

generation. He has put a lot of effort into this goal,working

@ “David’s Notes”is the name of the column in which one of the authors of this
book, David Firestein, published 38 articles in the“English Green Section” of
the “Beijing Youth Daily”.
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hard to build with words a bridge of friendship. This is such
a beautiful ideal. This is what David seeks. He has given us a
lot of fresh ideas and knowledge. Many young people like to
read “David’s Notes, ”including my daughter and,of course,
me. This is because in his writing ,one can read many stories
of the American and Chinese peoples, stories of quiet yet
brilliant lives.

Take the first article, “Walls, ”7“Walls”was the begin-
ning,so it is very important in the long series of “David’s
Notes. ”“Walls”is very short,but its meaning is very deep. It
causes a person to hear and see things anew;it’s an article
that is not soon forgotten. David says that American univer-
sities don’t have walls, that culture emanates outward;
knowledge isn’t locked up. Green lawns connect university
campuses and the community and the campuses become a
common home for all who seek knowledge. “Walls”makes a
person think about a lot of things. It’s not just about differ-
ences in architectural styles or approaches to education. It 1s
about an idea — a desire to communicate.

David has written so much so vividly. The articles I like
the most are those he has infused with his own feelings.
Take an article such as his “Homecoming. ” This was his
own experience ,an experience which moved him. David’s ar-
ticles-are filled with his life,and dreams. His writings have

helped Chinese understand how an American sees his own
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life and his nostalgia for those things which have moved
him.

In “David’s Notes”,1 think his understanding of China
engendered many of his ideas. I would say that David is no
longer just looking at China from an American perspective,
but as a Chinese. He has cast himself into Chinese society
and life. He analyzes and evaluates his environment from the
standpoint of someone who is living on the vast Chinese
mainland. He praises the friendliness and kindness of the
Chinese people,but at the same time,he fairly and insight-
fully criticizes some of the less desirable phenomena in Chi-
nese society. And it’s on this basis that he compares eastern
and western cultures and their conceptual differences. He be-
lieves that Chinese traditions and American traditions each
have their advantages and disadvantages. This is what pro-
duces the conceptual differences. But the differences aren’t
irreconcilable. What David has done is find the beauty in the
differences.

Along with“David’s Notes” are thirty-two articles by
Ms. Zhang Aixue, “Looking at America. ”Putting together
an American looking at China and a Chinese looking at
America has resulted in a sense of the beauty of the differ-
ences between the two countries. Because Ms. Zhang is a
journalist,her writing is full of perceptive observations. Her

professional sensitivity often allowed her to see right to the



