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ABSTRACT

GATT AND THE CHINESE ECONOMY

The recent years have witnessed an increasing interest in
studying GATT as China applied for return GATT in 1986.
This book is a theoretical and policy research of the link be-
tween GATT and the Chinese economy, with great care and at-
tention focused upon the economic effects and responding poli-
cy—making decisions in China entering GATT. Therefore, the
book is no exception to the above fact. Fortunately, as a system-
atic study, the book, to some degree, endowed itself with an ex-
ceptional feature different from most books on the topic.

The self—called feature might be revealed from the contents
of the book. Distinguished from other studies, the survey on
GATT-its evolution and role, multilateral tariff and trade nego-
tiations under its framework, developing parties and the rela-
tionship between China and GATT—shared a relatively small
pdrtion of the book, though its importance to the whole analy-
sis has never been ignored. In such a small share, the lasting in-
terest in Part One has emphasized on GATT developing parties
and questions involved, especially these issues which may be of
vital importance to later study in Part Two and Part Three.

The link between GATT and the chinese economy, and the
" situation chinese enterprises will be or is facing after return
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GATT, are sharply divided into two groups : Part Two and
Part Three. Comfortingly, this sharp division is breaking down
with the interlaps of two parts. It is easy to see that Chinese en-
terprises’ situation and issues concerned have been mentioned in
discussing Chinese trade system, exchange arrangements, price
control, accounting system and patent protection in Prat Two.
By contrast, every issue we discussed in Part Three may have a
premise associated with Part Two. Part Three arranged its study
as the following order: First, those put in a challenging
place—Electronic and Mechanical industries. Heavy industries in-
cluding Steel, Ship—making and Chemical industries, then Light
industry and Textile industry—they are regarded as the industry
of Comparative Advantage, and will be benefited from re-
turning GATT. Financial Service and Technology, are last but
not least worth special enthusiasm due to their relatively not
clear position.
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