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Lesson One

Speech at the Graveside of Karl Marx

Friedrich Engels

On the 14th of March, at a quarter to three in the
afternoon, the greatest living thinker ceased to think. He
had been left alone for scarcely two minutes, and when we
came back we found him in his armchair, peacefully gone
to sleep—but forever.

An immeasurable loss has been sustained both by the

militant Egl_e_tgigt of Europe and America, and by histor-
ical science, in the death of this man. The gap that has
been left by the departure of this mighty spirit will soon
enough make itself felt.

Just as Darwin discovered the law of development of
organic nature, so Marx discovered the law of development
of human history: the simple fact, hitherto concealed by an
overgrowth of ideology, that mankind must first of all eat,
drink, have shelter and clothing, before it can pursue poli-
tics, science, art, religion, etc.s that therefore the produc-
tion of the immediate material means of subsistence and
consequently the degree of economic development attained
by a given people or during a given cpoch form the
foundation upon which the state institutions, the legal
_ conceptions, art, and even the ideas Qo religion, of the
people concerned have been evolved, and in the light

of which they must, therefore, be explained, instead of

~ 1 ~
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vice verse, as had hitherto been the case.

But that is not all. Marx alse discovered the special
law of motion governing the present-day capitalist mode of
production and the bourgeois society that this mode of
production has created. The discovery of surplus value
suddenly threw light on the problem, in trying to solve which
all previous investigations, of both bourgeois economists
and socialist critics, had been groping in the dark.

Two such discoveries would be enough for one lifetime.
Happy the man to whom it is granted to make even One
such discovery. But in every single field which Marx
investigated—and he investigated very many fields, none of
them superficially—in every field, even in that of mathemat-
ics, he made independent discoveries.

Such was the man of science. But this was not even

half the man. Science was for Marx a historically dynamic,
Sofi— .

revolutionary force. r great the joy with which he
welcomed a new discovery 1n some theoretical science whose
practical application perhaps it was JAs yet quite impossible

to envisage, he experienced guite another kind of joy when

the discovery ‘involved immediate levolunonary changes in

industry, and in historical deVelOpmenf 1n generaz. For

example, he followed closely the development of the discov-
eries made in the field of electricity and recently those of

Marcel Deprez.
For Marx was before all else a revolutionist. His reai

mission in life was to contribute, in one way or another,

to overthrow of capitalist society and of the state institu-

—~ 2 o~
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tions which it had brought into being, to contribute to the
iiberation of the modern proletariat, which he was the

first to make conscious of its own position and its needs,
conscious of the conditions of its emancipation. Fighting
was his element.bAnd he fought with a passion, a tenacity
and a success such as few could rival. His work on the
first Rheinische Zeitur._, (1842), the Paris Vorwdrts (1844),
the Deutsche Briisseler Zeitung (1847), the Neuz Rheinische
Zeitung (1848-1849), the New York Tribune (1852-1861), and
in addition to these a host of militan.t pamphlets, work in
organizations in Paris, Brussels and London, and f{inally,
crowning all, the formation of the great International
Working Men’s Association—this was indeed an achievement
of which its founder might well have been proud even if
he had done nothing else.

Q.

And, consequently, Marx wasLtlle best hated and most

calumniated man of his time. Governments, both absolutist
" and repubiican, deported him from their territories.
Bourgeois, whether conservative or ultra-democratic, vied
with one another in heaping slanders upon him. All this
he brushed aside as though it were cobweb, ignoring it,
answering only when extreme necessity compelled him. And

he died beloved, revered and mourned by millions of revolu-
tionary fellow workers—from the mines of Siberia to
California, in all parts of Europe and America—and I make
bold to say_ that though he may have had many opponents
he had hardly one personal enemy.

His name will endure through the ages, and so also
will his work!

it
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-Reading Material
Lenin’s Scientific Method of Work
by N. K. Krupskaya
Whatever Viadimir Ilyich did, he always did thorough-
He did a lot of spade-work. ‘ '

The more important he thought a job, the more he

~ 8 ~



delved into the minutest details.

Seeing how difficult it was towards the end of the
1890’s to issue an illegal newspaper in Russia and consider-
. ing a national newspaper of the utmost importance from
the point of view of organization and propaganda—a news-
paper which would give a Marxist analysis of events and
developments in Russia, as well as of the growth of the
young iabour movement—Viadimir Ilyich chose several
comrades and decided to go abroad and publish it there. It
was he who conceived and got Iskra under way. Every
issue of this newspaper was meticulously =zdited. Every
word was weighted. And here is one extremely characteris-
tic feature—Vladimir Ilyich personally read the proofs. He
did not do this because there were not any proof-readers
(I learned the job very quickly), but because he did not
want any mistake to slip into the newspaper. First he
would read the proofs HimSelf, then ask me to go through
them and after that scan through them again.

And that was so in everything. He did a lot of work
on the zemstvo statistics. His note-books were full of care-
fully written out tables. When he dealt with important
figures, he would check up the totals even when those
tables had already been published. A careful check on
every fact and every figure was characteristic of Ilyich.
He based all his conclusions on facts.

Lenin did not rely on his memory, perfect though it

was. He never cited facts from memory. His facts were
scrupulously correct. He would go through heaps of materi-
al (he read and wrote very fast) and write out everything

~9 ~
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he particularly wanted to remember. His note-books are
full of extracts.

In his own books he would underline the points he
wanted to remember or make marginal notes,_ jotting down
on the cover the number of the page and underscoring it—
the more important he considered the point in question,
the more lines he would put under the page number.
Rereading his own articles, he would put down his remarks
too and if some point gave him a new idea, he would
write the page number on the cover. That is how Ilyich
trained his memory. He always remembered what he had
said, in what circumstances and to whom. You will see
that there are very few repetitions in his books, speeches
and articles.

Lenin carefully studied the experience accumulated by
the world proletariat in its revolutionary struggle. This
experience is elucidated. particularly vividly by Marx and
Engels. Lenin read and re-read them at every new stage of
our Revolution.

~ 10 ~



[Lesson Two

The Nature of Economics

Most of us have already had considerabie experience in
dealing with or observing the materials of economics. We
have all bought goods and had some dealings with business
firms; many of us have had jobs of various kinds. Most of
us have had some contacts with banks or other financial
institutionsy and in the past few years we have ali had
eﬁ_e}:i;_r}g_c_ with .large andﬁ(f;r_equent price changes. To add to

this :=xperience, we have all read articles dealing with

economic subjects in newspapers and magazines.
These experiences can be quite helpful tc us provided
that we interpret them in the proper manner. The danger
| is tha: we may assume that we know more than we do or
that we generalize too much from insufficient observations.
On the other hand if we regard our economic experiences
as observations that require some further explanation, they
will help us in raising questions that need to be answered.
As we study economic principles, testing them against our
own experience will do to things: it will help to give us a
better and more realistic understanding of the principles;
and it may help us to test the validity of the principles.
Economics represents an attempt to explain how and why
the real world operates in certain fields of human activity.

Economics is the science that deals with human wants
=t



