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PART I
Introduction to the TOEFL

The goal of the TOEFL is to measure the
English proficiency- of international students
whose native language is not English, The ex-
amination is divided into three multiple-choice
sections that test the student’s ability to under-
stand spoken North American English, to rec-

portions of the test and the essay and to deter-

- mine the best way to score the essay. It is likely
.that somé form of essay question will-be in-
cluded in future versions of the TOEFL, but it
will probably be up to the individual colleges or
universities to decide whether or not to require

e ognize standard written English, and to this essay. To prepare you to write this essay,
understand nontechnical reading matter. tests in this book include an essay section.
\ In July and November of 1986 and May of The all multiple-choice TOEFL is given in a -
¥ 1987, the TOEFL also included an essay section single session of about three hours, which in-
to evaluate writing proficiency. The results of cludes the time required for admitting exami-
- these first administrations of the essay test will nees. The essay seéction adds an additional thirty
be analyzed by the Educational Testing Service minutes to the testing time. A description of each
to determine correlations between the objective section of the TOEFL follows.
: SECTION I: LISTENING COMPREHENSION
(50 Questions—40 Minutes)
This section of the test measures your ability Example = '
to understand spoken English. There are three
parts to this section, Y°“ will hear:
. Questlon number 1. Mary called on Su.
o san.’ )
art A (20 Questions
s (20Q . ) You will read:

In this part of the test you will listen to a re-
cording. For each question in Part A, you will
hear a single short sentence. You must listen

M . carefully 10 each sentence, since these sen-
wences will not be written in your test book, and
each sentence will be .spoken only once, After

; “you hear cach sentence, look at the four answer

4 choices in your test booklet, The answer choices
are marked (A), (B), (C), and (D). Select the
sentence that is closest in meaning to the sep-
tence you heard. On your answer sheet, find the
number of the question you are¢ answering, then
biacken the circle that has the letter of your an-
swer choice.

1. (A)- Mary telephoned Susan.
{B) Mary ate with Susan.
(C) Mary visited Susan.

' * (D) Mary shouted at Susan.

Answer

Answer (C), “*Mary visited Susan,"" is the clos-
est in meaning to the statemeit **Mary called on
Susan.” You should have chosen (C) as the an-
swer to question 1 and marked your answer sheet
like this:

ioee0®




Part B (15 -Qu’e“sﬁon‘s’)

In Part B you will hear fifteen short conver-
sationi between two speakers. After each eon-
versation, a third voice will ask a question about
what was ‘said. As in Fart A, each conversation
will be spoken only once, and neither the con-
versation nor the question about it will appear in
your test book. After you hear each conversa-
tion and question, look at the four answer
choices in your test book, and select the one that
is the best answer to the question you- heard. On
your answer sheet, find the question sumber and
fill in the circle that has the same letter as the
answer ycu have chosen. You will haye about
fifteen seconds to answer each quesuon in th:s
part. '

Example

You will hear:
*‘Question number 2.”’
-(Man) ‘‘Martha certainly has strange
illnesses. They come and go as
quickly as anything else I know
of.”

**Yes. She’s sick when there's
work to be done, but well when
there’s a party.”

(Woman)

**How does the woman fecel about
Mattha’s illnesses?”’

{Third voice)

" You will read:

(A) Martha’s illnesses are serous,

(B) Martha's illnesses are pretended.

(C) Martha’s illnesses are brief but real.

(D) Martha’s 1llnesses occur only when
" there is a party.

Answer

You should have chosen (B) as the answer to
this question. From the conversation, we can
conclude that Martha uses sickness as an ex-
cuse whenever she has to work. On the other
hand, she is never sick when a party is going on.
To indicate your answer, mark your answer
sheet like this;

26000

'i’art C (15 Questions)

This part consists of three to five long conver- .
sations or short talks that you wiil hear only
once. Tke talks and questions will not be writ-
fen out for you, so you raust listen carefully and
remember what the speakers say. After each
talk, you will be asked several questions about
what was said, Wken you hear a question, look
at the four possible,answers in your test book.
Select the one that is the best answer to the
question you heard. Record your answer by fill-
ing in the circle that has the letter of your an-
swer choice.

Example

You will hear: -
**Questions 3 through 5 are based on the
following talk about Alaska.”

**Alaska belonged to Russia until the United
States purchased the Territory just after the Civil
War. Influences of the Russian pericd are to be
seen in Southeast, Southwest, and Central
Alaska today. You drive to quiet, peaceful com-
munities on the Kenai Peninsula, or fly to Ko-
diak or Sitka, and step back into a simpler, less
hurried time. Strolling through the grounds of a
Russian Orthodox church is like stepping back
into nineteenth-century Russia, but you're still
in the United States. What an incredible buy, you
reatize. Russia sold us this magnificent land for
only two cents an acre.” .

“Anchorage, the commercial hub and home

< for nearly half of the state’s 400,000 residents, is

one of the youngest major cities in the United
States. Anchorage today is an ‘air crossroads’ to
more than 1.5 mxlhon. passengers who- shuttle
each year overthe Pole between Europe and the
Far East or who fly on direct flights to Alaska
from West Coast and Midwest cities. You don't
know quite what to expect when your jet lands
at Anchorage. The name sounds nautical, but
driving into town you realize you've entered a
familiar, modern city. Here, Alaskans have
pushed a hole in the frontier and made an excit-
ing urban oasis. Your surprise makes it all the
more exciting."”’

You will hear:
*“*Question number 3. Russian influence is
obvious in Alaska in all of the regions named
except which one?” -



P

‘You will remle _

3 (A) The Soutbel!&\ )
(B) The Northwest,"
¢C) The Southwest, ° ~—
(D) The central part of the conntry. _

"You will hear:
. *‘Question number 4. How much did the

. Unitéd States pay for Alaska?”
You will read: A

4. (A) A hundred dollars an acre.
¢ (B) Five hundred dollars an acre.
- {C) Two cents an acre.
(D) Ten dollars an acre.

You will hear:
" *“*Question number S. According to the lec-
ture, approximately how many residents are
_ there in Anchorage?" .

)

-You will read: .

5. (A 200060‘
@ 300,000

(C) 100,000
400, 000.

Answers

3. The speaker mentioned that Russian influ-
ence can be seen in the Southeast, the South-
west,.and in central Alaska. The only areca not
mentioned is the Northwest. Therefore, you
should have chosen answér (B).

4. Russia sold Alaska for two cents an acre.
Therefore, you should have chosen answer (C).

$. You are told that almost half of the total pop-
ulauod of 400,000 people lives in Anchorage.

That means that Anchorage has approximately
200,000 residents, which is answer (A). :

To inidicate the answers fo qucstxons 3,4,and §,
you should mark your angwer sheet lxkc thxs

IP9O0®
4iDPDO®
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bECT}ON II: STRUCTURE, AND WRI'ITEN
EXPRESSION .

(40 Qtwstions-zs Minutes)

The questions in this section test your ability
to recognize standard writren English. There are
two parts of this sectxon, each havmg specnal d:-
rections. -

Part A (15 Questions)

Each question in this part consists of an in-

complete sentence. Below each sentence you will
see four words or phrases marked (A), (B), (O),
and (D). Select the one word or phrase that best
, completes the sentence. The correct choice re-
sults in a sentence that is grammatically correct

and makes sense. Record your answer by filling .
in the circle that corresponds to the letter of fthe

_answér you have chosen, -

Examplr :

6. I wonder

(A) how much costs that book ,
(B) what of that book the pricais
(C) how much does that book cost
(D) what that book costs :

o Answer.

In correct Bnghsh the :entcnce would be, I
worider what that book costs.” 'I:herefore. you
should have chasen aaswer (D) and ma;ked your
answer sheet like this;

Pe0e




Part B (25 Questions)

In this part, each senience has four under-
lined words or phrases. The underlined parts of
each sentence arc marked (A), (B), (C), and (D).
You are to select the one underlined word or
phrase that must be changed in order to maks a
sentence that is grammaticaily correct. On your
answer sheet, find the question number and fill
in the circle that has the letter of the answer you
have cliosen.

Example

7. IfI had known that chemistry was going to"
A B

be su(c:h a difficult subject, I never would

have t(l);)k it up during my first semester.

Answer

& After “‘never would have,”” you must use the
correct past participle form of the verb. The
correct form is taken. Therefore, the incorrect
word in this sentence is ook, which is marked
(D). To indicate this answer, you should mark
-your answer sheet like this:

OXONOX.

SECTION HII: VOCABULARY AND READING
COMPREHENSION

(60 Questions—45 Minutes)

This section tests your ability to read and un-
derstand written material that a college or uni-
versity student would be likely to encounter in

books, magazines, or newspapers, There are two -

types of questions with specific directions for
each.

Part A (30 Questions)

Each question in this part consists of a sen-
tence in which one word or a group of words is
underlined. Below each sentence arc four other
words or groups of words. You are to select the
word or group of words that can be substituied
for the underlined part of the, sentence wirthout
changing the meaning of the original sentence.
Note that several of the answer choices could

replace the underlined words and still produce a.

meaningful sentence. However, only one of the
answer choices will produce a sentence that
means the same as the original sentence. Record
your answer by filling in the circle that has ths
same letter as the answer you have chosen.

Example
- 4 »

o

b g

e

8. That room is spacious enough to be a good
place for the party.

(A) attractive
(B) convenient
(C) colorful
(D) large

Answer

Notice that if any of the four choices were used
to replace the underlined word, the sentence
would still make sense. The only way that you
can decide which of the four words would keep
ic meaning of the original sentence is by know-
ing the meaning of the underlined word, spa-
cious. If you know that spacious means *'large,”
your task is simple. If you do not krowv the
meaning of spacious, you still might be abje to
find the answer if you look for the root of the
word. The root of spacious is *‘space,” a word

~ that can refer to size. Since only choice (D) re-
fers to size, you would choose (D) as your an-

swer. Mark your answet sheet like this:

[JoRoseX )

Part B (30 Questions)

[id



Part B consists of questions based on a vafi-
ety of reading materials. The readings may vary
in length from a single sentence to several par-
agraphs. For each question, you are to choose
the one best answer and indicate your choice by
filling in the circle that corresponds to the num-
ber and letter of your answer choice. Answer all
questions following a reading passage on the ba-
sis of what is stared or implied in that passage.

Example
Questions 9-10
(1) When the power of Carthage was at its height,
a Punic admiral named Hanno reputedly made a
voyage dowmrthe West African coast. He appears
to have sailed to within 8° of the equator and to
(5) have established settiements on the way. An
account attributed to Hanno says that he took
thirty thousand settlers with him on his expedi-
tion. About the time that Hanno was exploring
the African coast, a fellow countryman, Himilco,
(10) was traveling northward to explore the remoter
shores of Europe. He may have been in search of
the Tartessan source of tin. The account of his
voyage is ncbulously preserved in the works of
ancient authors. The Ora Maritima of Avienus
(15) attributed a horrendous description of the Atlan-
tic to him.

9. Hanno and Himilco both ,

(A)
(B)

explored the African coast.

took thousands of settlers with them
on their expeditions,

came from the same country.

were in search of the Tartessan source

of tin.

(©)
(D)

Himilco’s account of his voyage was re-
corded in the writings of

(A) Hanno.

(B) Avienus.’
(C) an unknown Carthaginian sailor.

(D) a Punic admiral.

10.

Answers

ID® O®
NWEOOO®

‘

Step-by-Step Explanation

Step 1. Read the selection through quickly to
get the general sense of it.

Step 2. Read each question, but do not read
the possible answers.

Step 3. Reread the passage se!ectlvely, not-
ing that the answer to Question 1 is in sentehce
four, and that the answer to Question 2 is in
sentences six and seven. TS

Step 4. Concentratc on each qucstnon Now
that you have located th¢ areas in wlnch each
question and answer are, discussed, you will re-
read only those sections.

Question 1 involyes both Hapno and Himilco
and so you rercad sentence 4, which mentions
both men. Choice (A) cannot be correct since
sentence 4 says that Himilco was exploring not
the African but the European coast. Choict'(B)
could be correct, but although sentence 3 men-
tions that Hanno took settlers; no Mentidn is
made of .any settlers traveling with Himilco.
Choice (C) looks like the right answer—Hanno
and Himilco are said to be ‘‘fallow- cotintry-
men’’ but it is best to check further. Choice (D)

" can be eliminated, since the paragraph nowhere
mentions any connection between Hanno and the
Tartessan source of tin. So, you return to choice
(C) as the best possible answer.

Next, concentrate on Question 2 with its four
possible answers, remembering that the answer
lies in sentences 6 and 7, which contain the key
wotds ‘‘account of his voyage.'' Choice (A) is
obviously wrong;. Hunno was an explorer, not a
writer. Choice (B) certainly seems to be correct,
but you should look quickly at the remaining
choices, just to be sure. {C) is' not even men-
tioned and_can be easﬂy‘elpmnated choice (D)

.is incorrect, since-the only Pupic admiral men-
tioned:is Hanno, whom you have already elimi-
nated. Choice (B) is ‘the answer.

.Step 5., Go back to the selectxon Check to
see -that you have answered each question and
marked the answer-in the proper space on the
answer sheet.




Part B may alsc include questions in which you are given a sentence and four
restatements of that sentence. You are asked to choose the answer that is the
closest vestatemen? of the original sentence, Note that more than one of the

statements may be factuaily correct.

Example

i1, Traveling by commercial airplane is
cheaper than traveling by a chartered yacht.

(A) A yacht, which may be privately
chartered, is more ‘expensive than a
private airplane.

First, read the given sentence carefully, Next,
consider cach of the possible choices scpa-
rately, comparing the information each gives with
that given in the original sentence. Choice (A)
states that yacht trave! costs more than plane
travel, which, at first, seems to be the same in-
{ormation givesn in the original scatence. How-
ever, the origina! sentence was comparing a

(B ;l;?;vfll::g t‘—;‘;vae l‘i:hér:;xre:c?r:};eiﬁ; chartered yacht to a commercial plane, and
airplane At t‘:’h:nc; (A) ?lim.)are(sB ;a .chainerlgd yacht to a pri-
i . .. vate piane. Choice (B) is clearly incorrect, since
.(C) g;}sa‘;f;‘;ﬁ?ﬂi‘;n“gﬁax!i:‘;ﬁrg;_ the in.form.atipn it g.iv.'es contradicts the ir_xforma-
tered yacht, vtx?n given x'n the original sentence. I{\ choice (C),
(D) Because the yacht is chartered, it is aithough the et atence patiern is dxffe_;ent from
more expensive than the airplan,e that of the original sentence, the meaning scems
s to be the same. Choice (C) seems to be the an-
’ swer, but take a quick lock at choice (D) to be
Ansver certain. Choice (D) may well be factually cor-
rect: that the yacht is chartered may possibly
1HO® O account for the difference in cost. However, thé
original ‘sentence does not tell the reader why the
cost of the yacht is more, so choice (D} can be
Explanation eliminated. Choice (C) is the answer. :

'"SECTION 1V: ESSAY

7 (30 Minutes)

P I . 7

This section of the test measures: your ability to write a thoughtful, we!l- ‘
organized, grammatically. correct essay in Engli'sh. The writing assignment will
probably be one of two types. The first type will ask you to compare and con-
trast two points of view. For this essay, you must demonstrate that you have
looked at both sides of the issue and then argue for one of them. 'Ihf: second type
will ask you to describe and interpret charts or graphs, perhaps pie graphs, bar

graphs, or line graphs. ) |
" While it is important 1o write enough to allow the readers to determine your

. Jevel of writing proficiency, your essay will be judged on the relevance. of what

you have to-say and the skill with which you say it rather tha;} cn its len:ngth. Al-
though you will not be graded on the neatness of your handwriting, smdu;s shgw
that readers are influenced by the degreé of difficulty they have in dec.lphenng
handwriting, so be sure to write as legibly as you can. To help you to wpte more
legibly, handwriting exercises are provided on page 347. Some techniques for
generating ideas about a topic, organizing those idsas into a w;ll-'developed es-
say,.writing introductions and conclusions, and editing to f;lxr{llnate careless
grammar and spelling errors are given in the chapter called “Writing An Essay."’




,This chapter alsa includes several sample essays, a rating scale similar to the oné
used to score TOEFL essays, and cxplanatlons of how the sample essays would
be rated according to that scale. By comparing your own essays to the sample
gssavs, you can use the rating scale to assess your essays. - ’’

© Two Sample Essay 'l,‘opicsi -

Saniple Topic One

Some people believe that attending a college or university in a foreign coun-
try has many advantages; others believe that the dlsadvantagcs outweigh the ad-
vantages. Write a short essay in which you briefly consider both sxdes oftiis issug
and make clear which side you support.

Sample Topic Two

Imagme you are about to write a report in which you mterprct the grabhs that
follow Discuss how the mformanon in the two pie graphs is related te the infor-
mation in the bar graph. Explain the cgnclusions you have ‘reached ffom the in-
formation in the graphs. Be certain that your conclusion is supported by the
information in the graphs. - e -

Family Income in the United States:
-$5,000-$7,000 (2%)
$3,000- $5,000 (11%)

$2,000-$10,000 (1%)
Over $10,000 {1%)-—

Under $3,000
(85%)

— s,ooo—ssooo %
1980 . _ 1969 Y
Family Income in the United States After Téaxes and lr#_!‘aﬁonm . Jrf
! . Gross Income: $15,150
Gross Income: $5,000 * ’ - R :
34 S DR
Buying
- power
$4,950 $4,950 “lost
Income | .Income through
A'?ef119.fggos’ ’ . ' | After Taxes ...___.........T _inflation
in - come T _in 1939 .| |ncome Taxes | $727s50
Dollars ,____Q:__‘ *$50 Dotlrs | |- $2450 e

1960

1939




Step-by-Step Directions for Answering
il the Essay Question

4. Be sure you understand the topic.

Before you begin to write, reread the topic carefully to make certzur‘:l yoqtltm-
derstand what yau are being asked to write abou_t. N.o matt.gr how well-written
your essay is, if it is not on the assigned subject, it will receive a low score.

2. the a list.

: Once you are certain that you undeérstand the assigrment, your néxt step is
to *‘brainstorm;”’ that.is, collect all your thoughts about the topic before you be-
gin to write. Use the space provided below the topic to jot down everything that

roccurs to you. For Sample Topic 1, the essay about colleges, you will want to
make two brief “lists"——one of the advantages and another of the disadvantages

- of studying abroad. Your lists might include items such as the following: ~ —

Y

Advantages | Disadvantages

will learn a new {anguage and - must leave home/family/friends

culture must spend time/energy learning

- will get am advanced education or a second language

training r:ot.avaxlable at home must spend a great deal of money -

will see the world"

3. Take a Side

_ While you are writing down these ideas, do not worry too much about ore
‘ganization or repetition—just put down whalever ideas occur to you. Obviously,
‘there are many possibilities—probably almost as many as there are writers. Keep
in mind that there is no one *‘right” response to the topic, no one *‘right”’ thing
-to say. If, after reading over your list, you conclude that the advantages you have
‘thought of outweigh the disadvantages (remember that you might decide that they
don’t), you will write your conclusion in a thesis statement. This statement (one

sentence or perhaps two) shouid tell your readers of the opinion that you plan to
support wiih facts in the body of your essay. For this topic, you might decide on
a thesis statement such as the following:

Although there are some disadvantages to going abroad for a university de-
gree, the advantages seem to outweigh these disadvantages.

e i B N
e e st e ot e .



4. Writé Your Introduction

Now that you have a clear thesis, you are ready to write your introduction.
What you are looking for in your introduction is a lead-in to your thesis that will
prepare your readers for your subject and interest them enough to keep them
reading. For this essay, you may decide to begin with a brief discussion of your
qualifications to write on this topic.

Like most students whio take the TOEFL, I have been considering the
possibility of going abroad to continue my education. To make such an im-
portant decision is not casy. I have spent much time discussing my options
with my parents and teachers as well as with friends who have gone abroad
to study. Although there are some disadvantages to going abroad for a uni-
versity degree, the advaniages seem to outweigh the disadvantages.

Note that your thesis statement usually the final sentence in the paragrap isa
part of this introduction.

5. Organize Your Notes

Now you are ready to write the body of your paper, to persuade your read-
ers that your thesis is valid. To begin, go back to your original list. Your first de-
ciston is which points' on your list to discuss. You may decide that some points
are irrelevant and can be omitted, but, for this example, we will assume that you
will mention everything on your list. Since you want to prove that there are more
advantages than disadvantages fo going abroad to study, you will focus on the
points you listed under ‘‘advantages.” Your next decision will be in wbat order
to discuss each of these points. You might decide that “gettxng an advanced ed-
ucation or training not available at home'’ is the most important reason to study
abroad. “‘To see the world’’ might be the least important. That leaves ‘‘to learn
a new language and culture’’ in the middle. You mxght decide to end your paper
with your most convincing argument, and therefore you would discyss your ideas
in order of increasing importance. You could easily make an outline of this sec-
tion of your essay simply by numbering your original list. < o

) . Loy

Advantages ‘ Disad'vant;gec

(2) will learn a new language and must leave home/family/friends
culture . ., .
, must spend time/energy learning
(3) will get an advanced educa- a second language
tion or training not available

at home must spend a great deal of money

(1) will see the world




Since the directions for this assignment told you to consider **both sides of
the issue,” and since you will be more convincing if you demonstrate that your
have considered them both, your next step will be to consider your list of dis-
advantages. Again, you might decide to list them in order of increasing impor-

tance. You might number the items on your list as follows: ,
. A

Advantages Disadvantages

(2) will learn a new language and (3) must leave home/family/

culture
(3) will get an advanced educa-
tion or traiming not available

friends

(1) must spend time/energy learn-
ing a second language

at home
(2) must spend a great deal of

| (1) will see the world
mongy

Since you want to show the reader that you have considered both sides, ycu might

" plan to begin with a brief look at the disadvantages on S'our list. You can then go

on to discuss at greater length the main points in your argument—the advan-
tages. )

You now have a simple but adequate outline for your thirty-minute essay. It
should have taken you no more than five minutes to reach this point, and, be-
cause you won’t have to stop as you write to decide what to write next, you will
actually use vour thirty minutes more efficiently by taking this time out to plan.

6. Add Details to Support Lach Point

As you begin the body of your essay, remember to give concrete details to
support each of the points that you make. For instance, in.discussing your most
important argument in favor of going abread, you might mention pursuing a par-
ticular engineering degree that is not offered in your home country, having ac-
cess to special equipment, and having the chance to get practical field experience
in your major. Remember, be specific.

As you write, make certain that your ideas flow smoothly, that each new
sentence builds on the one preceding it and leads to the one that follows. One way
to make certain of this coherence is to reread the sentence you have just written
before adding the next sentence. Using a variety of transitions is another way to
make certain your readers are able to see the relationships among the points that
you are making. A list of some of the more common transitional devices and
words is included in the chapter called ‘“Writing an Essay.’’

7. Come to a Conclusion

Finally, you will need a brief conclusion. If you have time, you might wish
to write a brief concluding paragraph, but, at the very least, you will nged ong or

10 »



two ‘sentences to signal to the reader that you have made your point. In this és-
say, your conclusion might read as follows:

As in most things we do, there is no gain wnhout pain. Living and
studying abroad gives students a new understanding of how people of other
cultures think and feel and prepares them for ivteresting and challenging
careers. I think that what I would gain more than makes up for what I wou'd

sacrifice.

~

8. Save Five Minutes to Reread and Revise

While you are writing your essay, do not worry too much about matters of
grammar, punctuation, or spelling. If you take time out from your writing to puz-
zle over points such as these, you will almost certainly forget the idea that you
are developing. Instead, when you use a grammar or spelling rule of which you
are unsure, simply mark that word, phrase, or sentence in some way (perhaps by
an asterisk or a check in the margin or next to the word or words). Then, when
you have all your ideas.on paper, you can use the final five minutes to go back :
over your paper, spending time on those points about which you were doubtful. -
Whether or not you have marked areas to reconsider, you 'should.read over your
‘essay carefully after you have completed it. From the structure and written -
expression sections of this book and from your other experiences in writing in
English, you know the areas with which you are most likely to have difficulty.
These are the areas you need to check when you edit. By the time you write your
essay on the actual TOEFL, you should have your own personal checklist which
includes the kinds of errors you usually make, for.example, errors in agreement,
use of verb tenses, punctuation, or capitalization. You can then use this check-
list to edit your essay. Even though time is short, it is usually most productive
to read each sentence for a single problem. For instance, if you have great dif-
ficulty with agreement of subject and verb, you would locate the subject and verb
of each sentence, checking to make certain that they agree. On the other hand,
if consistency of verb tense is a ‘problem for you, you might go back to the be-
ginning of your essay and check each sentence to make certain that you have not
shifted tense illogically. Remember that a review of basic grammatlcal structures
is included in the review section of this book. -

Sample Topic Two

Imagme that you are about to write a report in which you interpret these

graphs. Discuss how the information in the two pie graphs is related to the in-
formation in the bar graph. ‘Explain the conclusions you have reached from the

mformauon m the graphs and how the graphs support those conclu.ﬂons. '

L)
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$2,000~-$10,000 (1%)
QOver $10,600 (1%)

i Family Income in the United States
$5.000~$7,000 (2%)
$3,000-- $5,000(11%)

Over $10.000

Under $3.000
(85%)

1939

Family income in the United States After Taxes and Inflation

Gross Income: $15,150
Gross Income: $5,000

Buying
power
$4,950 $4,950 lost
income Income through
After Taxes . After Taxes ,__._.___..,T inflation
in 1939 i in 1939 ncome laxes $7.750
Dollars g ncome Ta;g(s) Dollars $2450 |

1939 . . 1969

. How to Write an Essay Based on a Graph

As with the first sample topic, begin by rercading the directions carefully. to
make certain that you understand the assignment. Then, look at the graphs or
charts to be certain that you understand what they show. In the space provided,
you might wish to make a few notes on the main pieces of information illustrated
by each graph. o

Graph #1
In 1939, most families in the United States had incomes of less than §3,000.

Graph #2 <
By 1969, there were more families in the United States with incomes over
$10,000 than families with incomes under $3,000.

Graph #3

A famil* in the United States earning $5,000 in 1939 would have had to earn
$15,150 in 1969 to keep the same buying power.




