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1 Eva Peace lived in a house of many rooms that had been

built over a period of five years to the specification of its

owner ,who kept on adding things : more stairways there
were three sets to the second floor—— more rooms, doors
and stoops. There were rooms that had three doors, others
that opened out on the porch only and were inaccessible from
any other part of the house;others that you could get to only
by going through somebody’ s bedroom. The creator and
sovereign of this enormous house with the four sickle-pear
trees in the front yard and the single elm in the back yard
was Eva Peace,who sat in a wagon on the third floor direct-
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ing the lives of her children, friends, strays and a constant
stream of boarders:-

2 - A quick stocky man with a stiff brush of hair that stood
straight up from his forehead, giving him an expression of
surprise, Theodore Roosevelt Lester was always in a rush
and shouting,for want of a better way to let off steam. I met
him first on a wet May morning in the 4 a. m. darkness of his
yard as he hurried to start up his ancient silver truck,a for-
mer weapons carrier of World War I . The truck’s hood had
rusted out and fallen by the wayside, and because it had
rained hard all night, the wiring was sodden. Ted Lester

swore as he dumped gasoline on his engine and set it on fire.

FEASHR T, RINTUBE RN EENS FIEEME AT, §F
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# 3 In college my favorite teacher was Wayne Booth,the man I
had for freshman English. I went on to major in his field and
to take more courses with,I remember nothing specific about
the writing or literature in any of the courses he taught me,
but I remember what he looked like ;both with and without his

his

was a soft smile,not a brittle one ,I remember his quiet sparkle

beard. 1 remember how he smiled when he was amused

when he was helping us to trace out an idea. I remember how

* he cocked his head, looking with intense concentration at the

classroom floor, when he was listening to someone try to ex-

press a thought. I remember the loving way he spoke of his
wz'fe phyllis one day in class*++

In graduate school,my favorite teacher was Burke Sev-

ers,a totally different sort of man. Burke Severs was not a



theatrical or demonstrative teacher. He sat,almost Buddha-
like ,at the head of the seminar table. He read from yellowed
notes, many of them,l found out later,written at least two
decades earlier. I do not,of course,remember what he read to
us from his yellowed notes,but I remember trying to emulate
what he stood for:a carefulness,a scholarly rigor ,an attention
to detail yan absolute precision in the use of language,a cau-
tion but genuine sense of humour,a quiet self-depreciation,
and especially,a loving reverence for the poetry of Jeoffrey

- Chaucer.
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14 In August 1963,not long after we got back to England.we
met Aldous at Heathrow Airport (& [ { S HI B8 F 1l35).
We know at once that there was something terribly wrong
with him;he was ashy-complexioned,very thin,and his voice
had but half its usual volume. Yes ,he said ,he was very tired,
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having just been in Stockholm at a great meeting of intellec-
tuals ,trying to discover means to bring peace to the world.
He had in fact sat up all night drafting some sort of plan,as
nothing definite had been devised by the committee,and in
addition he had caught a cold. He would soon recover,he as-
sured us,and just wanted to spend a quiet month in England,
as he generally did each year.

We brought him to Pond Street and settled him down,
but soon saw that the promised improvement was failing to
occur. In fact,Juliette got so worried that she arranged a con-
sultation with the best specialists at Bart’s hospital and took
him there,rather against his will. The fact was that he knew
perfectly well what was the matter with him——he was dy-
ing of cancer—— but did not want us to know;indeed, we
never had the slightest suspicion of the terrible reality. He
merely told us on returning from Bart’s that the doctors had
advised a quiet spell,and that his voice would soon be nor-
mal. We were only too anxious to believe him.

We also thought that he might be suffering psychologi-
cally from the loss of all his possessions the previous year,in
the fire that destroyed the hill-side of Hollywood where he
lived. A spark from a faulty wire had set one house ablaze,
and the wind fanning it soon spread the fire all over the area.
The fire-brigade arrived after the TV vans,and anyway could
do nothing in that tinder-dry landscape. Aldous and Laura
had thought their house safe, and drove next door to a
friend’ s home——to rescue a kitten! Then Aldous noticed
that the wind had changed; they rushed back, to find the

flames licking their roof: they had some twenty minutes to



rescue what they most wanted. Aldous at once collected the
manuscript of Island, his last novel,on which he had been
working for years;he also took a few suits,while Laura was
wandering round the pretty house,admiring the effect of the
flames on the yet untouched interior. They both seemed to
have been paralyzed as by a fateful spell——unable to think
of the essentials which they still could have saved:Aldous’s
notes and manuscripts,files of letters from so many interest-
ing peoplé,and especially the precious ]ournal_ which Maria
had kept for many years. This was an invaluable document,
written in Maria’s perceptive and enchanting style,covering
most of their lives together. Its loss destroyed at one blow all
the hopes Aldous may have had of writing his autobiogra-
phy——and incidentally also made the labor of his future bi-
ographer,Sybille Bedford,infinitely harder.

In less than an hour, all their tangible past had van-
ished.

The scope of their loss made itself apparent slowly and grad-
ually. At first,Laura wrote, it seemed almost amusing to re-
place such simple, everyday articles as tooth-brushes and
spare shoes—— but the irreplaceable records of a life-time
are not so easily dismissed. Aldous never complained, but
ruefully compared himself with a man who, having lost his
past,had also lost his present and the basis for a planned fu- |
ture.

We felt it possible that the shock of this catastrophe had
affected his health. We were entirely wrong: Aldous,with his
usual phtlosophical fortitude, had faced and conquered it.
What he could not conquer,in spite of his incredible courage,
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was the seed of cancer which he carried in his throat. He had

decided ,for all our sakes,not to tell us.

Ve Bt 0 Aldous FT 480 o 1 ik 3K R IR M 1R 38 38 6000 5 95 I 1 31
S0, BT AEME.
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MRERLEE—A 7E§$Hﬂiﬂm%ﬁ(A teacher’s task is not to convey
knowledge,but to set up situations in which students cannot help but learn-
ing something), # FE—HEAIER EEELXNGE HRBEH T
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My Grandfather

As for my grandfather,I have only an unclear impression. I
was only four years old when he died. He was tall and a man with
a strong built. One of his legs was lame. “It was caused by those
hard days of anti-Japanese war,”my grandfather said. Through
the only photograph he left,I can never find all the suffering and
hardship under this peaceful and kind face.
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My grandfather was an inflexible character. That year when
a Japanese soldier entered his village, showing off his military
strength at the village,everyone was afraid of him,even the vil-
lage head was scared to hiding out. When my grandfather saw
him standing there and waving his gun,he thought,“why,he’s
only for himself. And I think I can wrest his gun from him. "My
grandfather bagan to fight with him. They wrestled with each
other. Those innocent villagers did not know what happened. As
they did between villagers ,they went to prevent my grandfather
from fighting. Maybe they wanted to help and were afraid that
my grandfather would be hurt. However,the result was that the
Japanese soldier ran away and the next day he led a small group
of people coming to revenge. Although my grandfather had hid-
den out they set fire on his house and burnt it out. This did not
beat him down,but determined his resolution to fight back those
Japanese. He joined army and became a soldier.

He experienced a great deal. No matter how hard he had ex-
perienced , my grandfather always believed in truth . During the
Cultural Revolution some people in the village troubled him. He
was expelled from the Party and forced to write self-criticism.
Those people was not satisfied yet and threatened to
“investigate”my father. Then my father was a doctor in one of
military hospitals of Baoding. Feeling too anxious about his son,
the old man went to Baoding and told him, “I have nothing to
fear. But the only thing I care about is you and your younger

brother. ”~——— my uncle was in army,too. “I never believe those
things. And I hope you don’t believe it,neither. ”

My grandfather was an unyielding person. He had unyield-
ing will against violence and of loving truth. I admire his courage
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and fortitude.
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1. Standardized Tests Are Means,not Ends

When it comes to standardized tests,there are two kinds of
idiots ; those who think the tests can measure nothing worth mea-
suring and want them abolished,and those who think the tests
can measure anything and want them enshrined.

The first category includes the researcher who,in the course
of arguing against reliance on standardized tests as a “single cri-
terion, ”told me a couple of weeks ago that flunking a general
math test should not be accepted as evidence of unfitness to teach
math.

The second surely must include the people who adopted
Maryland’ s statewide writing proficiency test. Officials there,
dismayed that almost half the 11th graders who have taken the
test have failed it, are now looking at a $ 183000 packet of
changes in the testing program. The chances are it will be wasted
money.

As a professional writer,it shouldn’t be necessary to point
out that T am not opposed to the teaching of writing skills , which
I consider not just possible but vital. I have argued for years that

8



