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Unit One .

Text: English ,English Everywhéré

Learning an Art: A Few Tips on Learning English
‘Reading Material: Right Attitude’ Toward Grammar |
Listening Comprehension: Part 1; Part 11

. - Text

Engllsh Engllsh Everywhere

Around the globe, the English language is washing overtheiworlds
of diplomacy, science, business and the arts like a tidal wave.

‘Chinese television airs a dozen or-more English classes ~:¢ach
wéek.'! The most popular of these is- “Folow Me”, a half-hour
adaptation of BBC series whose star, Kathy Flower, has becotie.a
celebrity in China and receives over a hundred lettérs a. week ~-—
including offers. of marriage——in - English, of ¢ourse. "

India, with 15 languages, and more than 1500 dialects, relies on
English to unify the country. “*I could never have married sy hus-
band without it,” says one woman. “He comes from the north and
speaks Hindi. I’m from the west and speak Konkani. 1 still have
trouble speaking to his mothcr—aithough I'suppose ‘that’s not such
a bad thing.” : Co v

The sun sets regularly on the Union Jack these days, but néver
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on the English language.” Today, like it or curse it,* English is the
closest thing to a lingua franca around the globe.* Some 414 mil-
lion people, or roughly one in ten, speak it—an increase of 15 percent
in the last 20 years. T .

English has replaced Fréheh in'the world of diplomacy and Ger-
man in the field of science.® 1t is the dominant language of medi-
cihe, electronics and space - technology, of aviation, international
business and .advertising, of radio, television and film. Says Robert
Burchfield, editor- of the. Oxford English Dictiofxary, “Any literate
pérson on the fage of the globe is. deprived.if he does not know Eng-
lish.”

Not surprisingly, the teaching of English as a second language
has become a multimillion-doltar -business the world over. Quali-
fied English teachers are among the best-paid professionals in some
countries. Pl e

-~ The: English-language . boom stems from a variety of sources:
' -.World: Trade-+:English i:—t?nc.,tongue Japanese businessmen use
to.negotiate a deal with-Kuwaitis. It is how Swedes speak to Mexi-
cans, Hong Kong hankers work in Singapere. In Mexico English-
speaking secretariess-can’:increase their wages substantially; = in
Egypt- their pay:can-go: up ten times.

Many multinational corporations don’t wait for their employees
to learn English on. their own. Chase Manhattan Bank offers Eng-
lish:instruction to: staff members on four continents. Aramco tea-
ches the.:language . to. more than 12,000 workers in Saudi Arabia.
Other’ companies send executives to Britain for live-in conversation
courses.. ~At the top of the range is a $§ 1500-a-week program
run in stately English homes by the Swann Formation,a Paris-based
company. ..
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- Diplomacy .. At-the Versailles Peace:Conference of 1919, English-
was already a major language of the pinstriper. Today, it is an k‘offht‘
cial language at meetings of countless international . bedies.. from
the: Olympic Commitiee to the Miss- Universe Pageant... : .+ . :

“Pop Culture®.  English pervades rock music the - world:aver.
Last December. 13 of the top 20 LPs in Japan had Englhish-titles."
West. German rock songs average -56 English Words a tune.

Science : English replaced German. after World War II when
scores of German scientists moved 1o Britain and the:United.Statgs.!
Now two-thirds of all scientific papers are.published first in English,

- English is not; to be sure, the most popular language everywhere:
More people, as many as 730 million, speak mandarin. Chinese (bus
few. non-Chinese speak it). .Nor is English without its.detractors.
More than a dozen countries have tried to limit its-use by:their: people;
even to the point of banning it -by-law. France’s former President
Georges Pompidou, a non-English~speaking intellectual,-made *}in-
guistic integrity”. a ‘natiomal priority in the mid 1970s.-:: = 4.y
“In the last five-years, the:French-speaking majerity in. Quebec
has also embarked. on a strenuous crusade against. English. .. The
separatist government ,no.,;limger : permits-billboards, commercial
signs or names of businesses in English. [ 'plans to temove the word
“stop” from red octagonal drret:signs.* .And- it has imposed rigid
festrictions .on access to English-language schools: :
Mexico has discouraged the Yanqui intrusion for:decades—with
little success.” Today, the Mexico City Commission for the Defense
of theASpanish Language corffrd}lts énwEnglish tidal wave. In one
ten—mile strip in Mexico City, half the _shops. have forelgn names—
" mostly English. One radlo station prescnts the news hourly in Eng-
lish. In parts of Mexico City, the U.S. networks are available:-on
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cable television, and undubbed Hollywood movies are shown each
day. L T
- With English-language schools sprouting-up everywhere, the
need for competent English teachers’ has created a-boom. industry:
teaching teachers. -Over 30 U.S. colleges and universities now offer
master’s degree programs in the teaching of English as a foreign
language. There is a parallel boom :in the publishing of Englishx
language textbooks—a business that now excceds $20 million a
year in the United States dlone. Three of the major houses—Oxford
University Press, Longman and Regents—turn out nearly 100 new
teaching texts a year, often in specialized-vocabulary fields such as
atomic energy or international trade.: R

‘The place of English as lingua franca to the world appears secure
for the foresceable future.  But English' does have one possible mor-
tal enemy—itself. “Just as Latin broke up into French, Italian and
so on,” says the Oxford English Dictionary’s Burchfield, I :think
English is gradually breaking up into unintelligible varieties. Of
course, the process could take eénturies.” Three years ago, Oxford
published what it calléd ‘the Oxford ‘American Dictionary.

- And s0, for-those who see the spread of English as a menacing
form of cultural imperialism, there is reason to take heart.'* 1In-
vading fanguages, like invading armies, may seem to be sweeping all
before them, while in fact, over the long term, they themselves are
being captured. '

Proverbs
Knowledge is the wing wherewith we fly to heaven.

There is no royal road to learning
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Notes: to: the Text

- .alee (W) ibroadcasts: (v.) RTMIE RTINS TRSHER 5
' Thi sin sets.regularly. on the Union Jack these days, but never on
the English languiagez i ;In old days Great Britain was such a big
power that it-had icolonies all over the world.. . Union Jack:(the
natiorial :fidg of Gredt Britain) flew here and there, se the Beitish
used to say.“The suh will never set.” But now the British empire

XL"'

is on the decline: .'As a consequence, the sun sets regularly.on
thé Union Jack these days. The English langnage, however, is

-still . spoken_ all over. the world.

like it or curse it: No matter whether you-like it or curse: it

. -lingua framca:. the language adopted for communication oves

an area: in ‘which ‘'several languages are spoken
Befote “Gegiman, ;™ “English has replaced” is omitted. and befogo

-“Hongkongm” “it is how” is omitted. They are elliptical. sen-

FONEE (/1 (- LRSI S A
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8.

,m:.;the-\;sho:t form of “popular”
APs!: lang-playing tecords

scores of: large :numbers of

- == The word “dozen”{==12) and the word “scose” (= 20) when-used

to show a definite pumber, are never made plural. If they are

- used loosely, mesely to;convey the idea of a large number.of so

mething, they must be made plural, e.g. a dozen pencils; four

.. .;8core and;seven years (def. number); dgzpna of peamla. SROKes

.
H

9.
10.
H

.of :people (indef, number). T e
.. atrets (French) . stop.

Yanqui: - (Spanish) Yankee

. take Weart: be confident




"Word' List:

adaptation [ed=p’teifn) n.

[IRENE

doninant E‘d‘éminari’t]‘-adj.i SR

literefe [litarit} adj. -
deprived [di prawd} adjii:
beom [bu:m)]:n. "
negotiate [ai’gouficit] v.

ssomething ‘made suitabls
- for"a- new - need ' through
‘alteration

having control

‘able to read ‘and. write

- underprivileged

- to discuss.

dubstantially {sob'sten foli] adv

executive [lk'zekjutlv] n
stately ‘Jsteithi} adv. -
pinstriper [pin’stripo] a.

psgeant T p&dgant] n. -

i ..:5!3,’.‘ ‘(;'2-4

pervade‘ —[pa "ve;dJ V.

-
s f

ﬂﬁhdarini!['m;ridariﬂi]v\n.? na

detractor [di"trekts] n.

ban [ben} n.

sudden increase
in order to
come to an .agrecnfont

largely

“person’ responsible  for
‘. making dicisions

‘dignified; impressive

person’ who wears a suit
with long, narrow bands
(in those days, gentiemen,
diplomats. wore this kind
of suit) X

“ public celebratlou of ga-
“thering SO
;to spread . through; get

- into' every. part of
- standard- spoken - Chinese

person who takes :away a
part ' as. from gquality,

- value' of reputation

‘order with - authority: thai



integrity [integriti] n.
embark [im’ba:k] v.
crusade [kru:’seid] n.

octagonal [5k’tegonsl] adj.

access ['ekses] n.
intrusion [in’tru:zon) n.

dub [dab] v.

sprout [spraut] v.

mortal {'mo:tl] adj.
menace ['menas] n.

. Answer the following questions:

Exercises

something must not be
done, said etc.

quality of being upright
to start

any struggle or movement
in support of something
plane, figure with 8 side
and angles ‘
admittance to a place
the act of entering without
invitation

to replace to the sound-
track of a film in a different
language

to begin to grow
subject to death

danger or evil

1. "Give a brief account of the sources from which the English-

language boom arises.

@“ RN

What advantages does the ability to use English give us?
Give an example of the role of English in world trade.
In what nations English is spoken as a first language?
What countries does the author mention that have tried to

limit the use of English by the people? , ’

o

sible mortal enemy—itself”’?

What does the author mean by “English does have one pos-
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7. You have been studying English for some time now, so you

must have given some thought to your reasons for learning it,

.. how do ‘you expect to use English in your life?.. Hps it ‘been

useful to you already? R N A

i. - 8.. Do.you find English easy or difficult to 1earn? s s

... Talk about your own experience, both positive and ncgatnve,

Co U dn’ theystudy. . ., . T L A
1. Are these statemeits.true or false accordmg to the text?

1.. Mamy=countries’ have more than one natidnal language:

‘w.. ., India and Francé are mentioned as examples'in’ the text

2. English is spoken as a native language by more people than

Chinese. TR

_ 3. There are more :native speakers of Chinese than of Englxsh.

Nevertheless, English is the most frequently used international

wlanguage. .. RS *
4. According to- Robert Burchfield, the English }anguage wﬂi
soon break up into several varieties. Lo ek

5. People around the world learn English because it provides
ready access to world ’schoiérship and world trade.

6. English is understood more widely than any:other language;
‘++ . ‘but: Frerich has long been the principal language of. business
and government in the world. i - - . ..

. 7. The'spread of Bnglishiin tHe world -over the’ past twe decades
" .has ' been phenotnenal. - R U

8.  There is a great meed for qualxﬁed Englxsh teachets every-
¢ ...« where in ‘the world. B S S S

11I. Complete thé-following sentences with wmds ot expressions
.chosen from the fist below:: P

(a good deal of, a variety of, competent, spread, varietp, a series of )
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10.

Two years of training has turned Mary into a very

secretary.

-1-have spent’ - - - trouble over the work.

The news rapidly - through the village that the war
had ended. :

“A vacuum cleaner ¢an sérve _i° - purposes.

My mother has a large collection of roses, including some
very uncommon

~ stamps is a set of stamps of various values- made
avdilablé together at the same time:
Efforts should be made to 1mprove the quallty of products
and increase their

Our students demand more -+ in cultural and rec-

" reational activities.

In the '18th century English was already finally established in
Canada and has - “to India.

The fire started in the basement and quickly- _ -« to
the first floor. - e

1V. Choose the right answer.

1.

We could have done better more favourable

“-conditons. -
a. with~ oot er b, without
c. in: P d. under
This change could not have taken place _ . a solid

" industrial foundation.
& with c " 4. b, without™~
e oine - d. under

.another socia! system such floods would have

" caused terrible disasters.-



