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Unit One: Languages

Section One
Part I. Language Families

Vocabulary.

Indo -European ['indou, jusra'pion]: EIBKIE &
Afro-Asiatic: FIEiER

Bantu[.'baen"tu:]: HAENER

Sino- Tibetan[,sainouti'beton]: WHIER
Arabic ['zrobik]: FIHA1E

Hausa ['hauso]: ZFEiE

Swahili [swa: 'hili:]: #iRL%H BE

Thaiftai]: %8

zulu['zu:lu:): HEE

Exercises:

I. Choose the best answer to each of the questions.
1. A. About 3000.
B. More than 3000.
C. Over 250.
D. Around 800.
2. A. About 30 or 40.



B. About 40 or 50.
C. About 20 or 30.
D. About 10 or 20.

3. A 10 C. 6.
B. 4. D. 20.

4. A. Chinese. : C. French.
B. English. D. Swahili.

I. Listen to the passage again and fill in the table about languages
and language families.

language family individual languages
French
Indo-European fene
Arabic
Hausa
Bantu
Chinese
Vietnamese

II. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

l. Nowadays Indo-European languages are spoken only in
Europe.

2. The Afro-Asiatic family mcludes most languages in the
area of North Africa and the Middle East.

3. Arabic is a member of the Bantu family.

4. Languagcsb spoken in central and southern Africa belong to




the Bantu family
__ 5 The Sino-Tibetan language family includes all the lan-

guages of east Asia.
Part II: Languages in Conflict: Irish and English

Yocabulary:

famine: a case of very serious lack of food

emigration: leaving one’s own country or region to settle in another

clergy. a person who does religious work

nationalistic: showing great love of a country

decree: to order or settle by authority N

certificate: a written or printed statement that may be used as

, proof of some fact ’

trinity. a group of three

Trinity College: =-—2px o _

matricylation: taking an examination which gives one the right to
go to universify after passing

Exercises:

I. Answer the following questions.
. What language was widely spoken in Ireland in the early
nineteenth century?

2. What language did most Irish people speak in the latter part
of the nineteenth century?




3. What kind of movement took place in Ireland at that time?

II. Listen to the passage again and take down notes concerning the
following information.
1. Resuits of the Great Potato Famine:
A.
B.
C. _
2. Results of years of struggles:
A
B.
C.
3. Importance of the knowledge of Irish today.
A. :

Oaw

Section Two
Part 1. British and American English

Vocabulary:

vowel: a sound that is made without stopping the breath and
without any friction Jo& :

dialect: a variety of a language spoken in one part of a country

phonetic symbol: a sign or mark that is used to describe a sound

6
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Exercises H

I. Answer the following questions.
1. Are British and American English exactly the same?

2. In what areas is British English different from American Eng-

lish?

3. How is British English different from American English in vo-

cabulary?

)

4. What is the main difference in pronunciation?

II. Listen to the passage again and fill in the table with equivalents

of British and American English.

British English American English
flat
vocabulary trunk
I’ 1ing you .up.
spelling center

colour




Part II. News

Vocabulary:

scandalous: disgraceful, shameful

incompetence: lack of ability and skill

ban: to forbid

establishment: a group of people that forms a business organization

pay TV: Bt \

jogging: shaking slightly

deficit; the amount by which money that goes out is more than
money that comes in

Exercises:

I. Choose the best answer to each of the questions.
1. A. The President’s Commission on Foreign Language Studies.
B. The present commission on foreign langauge and
international studies.
C. The President’s Commission on International Studies.
D.The President’ s Commission on Foreign Language and
International Studies.
2. A. Americans refuse to learn any foreign language.
B. Most Americans don’t speak Japanese well enough.
C. Americans don’t spéak foreign languages well enough to
persuade others to buy their goods and services. '
D. Most Americans don’t speak any foreign language.
3. A. All American high school students study foreign languages.
B. Only a small proportion of American high school students .
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now study a foreign language.
C. No American high school students study foreign languages.
D. Only one in twenty American college students study English
words.
4. A. It’s necessary for Americans to leam foreign languages.
B. It’s necessary for Americans to ban the use of Englishwords.
- € #'s enough for high school students to learn only one for-
eign language.
D. It’s not necessary for American colleges and universities to
require a foreign language for admission.
5. A. The French government has forbidden the use of foreign lan-
guages.
B. The French government has tried to guard against foreign
intruders. ‘
C. The French government has banned the use of any English
words.
D. The French government has fined pubfic establishments for
using any English words.
Il. Listen to the news again and fill in the blanks with numbers.
1. The commission estimated that there are English-speak-

ing Japanese business representatives in the United States,

but fewer than Americans i Japan with a
working knowledge of Japanese.
2. Only__. _percent of American high school students

now study a foreign language, and only in
studies French, German, or Russian beyond the
second year.

3. In Pans the French government has banned the use of -
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English words.
4. Public establishments will be fined francs (about
dollars) every time they use one of the forbidden
terms.
Section Three

Topics for Classroom Discussion

1. Which do you prefer to learn, British English or American Eng-
lish? Why?

2. Say something about the relationship between language and poli-
tics.

3. Say something about the relationship between language and busi-
ness. '

4. Of more than 3000 languages in the woild, why is Chinese the
most widely used language? Do you think some day Chinese,
instead of English, would become the international language in
the world? Why or why not?
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