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2 WALDEN l
Economy

When I wrote the following pages, or rather the bulk © of
them, [ lived alone, in the woods, a mile from any neigh-
bor, in a house which I had built myself, on the shore of
Walden Pond, in Corcord, Massachusetts, and earned my
living by the labor of my hands only. Ilived there two years
@

and two months. At present I am-a sojourner © in civilized

life again.

If I should attempt to tell how I have desired to spend my
life in years past, it would probably surprise those of my
readers who are somewhat acquainted ® with its actual his-
tory; it would certainly astonish those who know nothing
about it. I will only hint at some of the enterprises which I
have cherished.

In any weather, at any hour of the day or night; I have
been anxious to improve the nick @ of time, and notch it on my
stigk too; to stand on the meeting of two eternities, the past
and future, which is precisely the present moment; to toe
that line. You will pardon some obscurities ®, for there are
more secrets in my trade than in most men’s, and yet not
voluntarily kept, but inseparable from its very nature. I

would gladly tell all that I know about it, and never paint
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A WALDEN l

“No Admittance ®” on my gate.

I long ago lost a hound @, a bay horse, and a turile dove,
and am still on their trail. Many are the travellers I have
spoken concerning them, describing their tracks and what
calls they answered to. I have met one or two who had heard
the hound, and the tramp of the horse, and even seen the
dove disappear behind a cloud, and they seemed as anxious
to recover them as if they had lost them themselves,

To anticipate @, not the sunrise and the dawn merely,
but, if possible, Nature herselfl How many mornings,"
summer and winter, before yet any neighbor was stirring
about his business, have I been about mine! No doubt,
many of my townsmen have met me returning from this en-
terprise, farmers starting for Boston in the twilight, or
woodchoppers going to their work. It is true, I never assisted
the sun materially in his rising, but,.doubt not, it was of the

last importance only to be present at it.

For a long time I was reporter to a journal, of no very wide
circulation ®, whose editor has never yet seen fit to print the
bulk of my contributions, and, as is too common with writ-
ers, | got only my labor for my pains. However, in this case
my pains were their own reward.

For many years I was self-appointed inspector of snow-

storms and rain-storms, and did my duty faithfully; surveyor ©,
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6 WALDEN i

if not of highways, then of forest paths and all across-lot
routes, keeping them open, and ravines ® bridged and pass-
able at all seasons, where the public heel had testified to
their utility.

I have.looked after the wild stock of the town, which give
a faithful herdsman a good deal of trouble Iby leaping fences;
and I have had an eye to the unfrequented nooks @ and cor-
ners of the farm; though I did not always know whether
Jonas or Solomon worked in a particular field to-day; that
was none of my business. I have watered the red huckle-
berry, the sand cherry and the nettle-tree, the red pine and
the black ash, the white grape and the yellow violet, which
might have withered ? else in dry seasons.

In short, I went on thus for a long time (I may say it
without boasting), faithfully minding my business, tll it
became more and more evident that my townsmen would not
after all admit me into the list of town officers, nor make my

place a sinecure with a moderate allowance @

. My ac-
counts, which I can swear to have kept faithfully, I have,
indeed, never got audited ®, still less accepted, still less
paid and settled. However, Ihave ﬁot set my heart on that.

Not long since, a strolling Indian went to sell baskets at
the house of a well-known lawyer in my neighborhood. “Do
you wish to buy any baskets?” ile asked. “No, we do not

want any, ~ was the reply. “What! " exclaimed the Indian as
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% . WALDEN * Q

he went out the gate, “do you mean to starve © us?” Having
seen his industrious ® white neighbors so well off — that the
lawyer had only to weave arguments, and, by some magic,
wealth and standing followed — he had said to himself: I will
go into business; I will weave baskets; it is a thing which I
can do. Thinking that when he had made the baskets he
would have done his part, and then it would be the white
man’s to buy them. He had not discovered that it was nec-
essary for him to make it wortl'; the other’s while to buy
them, or at least make him think that it was so, or to make
something else which it would be worth his while to buy. I
too had woven a kind of basket of a delicate @ texture, but I
had not made it worth any one’s while to buy them. Yet not
the less, in my case, did I think it worth my while to weave
them, and instead of studying how to make it worth men’s
while to buy my baskets, I studied rather how to avoid the
necessity of selling them. The life which men praise and
regard as successful is but one kind. Why should we exag-
gerate @ any one kind at the expense of the others?

F inding that my fellow-citizens were not likely to offer me
any room in the court house, or any curacy ® or living any-
where else, but I must shift for myself, I turned my face
more exclusively than ever to the woods, where I was better
known. I determined to go into business at once, and not

wait to acquire the usual capital, using such slender means
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19 WALDEN l

as I had already got. My purpose in going to Walden Pond
was not to live cheaply nor to live dearly ® there, but to
transact some private business with the fewest obstacles ®,
to be hindered ® from accomplishing which for want of a
little common sense, a litile enterprise and business talent,

appeared not so sad as foolish.

I have thought that Walden Pond would be a good place for
business, not solely on account of the railroad and the ice
trade; it offers advantages which it may not be good policy to
divulge ®; it is a good port and a good foundation. No Neva
marshes to be filled; though you must everywhere build on
piles of your own driving. It is said that a flood-tide, with a
westerly wind, and ice in the Neva, would sweep St. Pe-

tersburg from the face of the earth.

Near the end of March, 1845, I borrowed an axe ® and went
down to the woods by Walden Pond, nearest to where I in-
tended to build my house, and began to cut down some tall,
arrowy white pines, still in their youth, for timber. It is
difficult to begin without borrowing, but perhaps it is the
most generous course thus to permit your fellow-men to have
" an interest in your enterprise. The owner of the axe, as he
released his hold on it, said that it was the apple of his eye;

but I returned it sharper than I received it. It was a pleasant
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12 WALDEN l

hillside where 1 worked, covered with pine woods, through
which 1 looked out on the pond, and a small open field in
the woods where pines and hickories ® were springing up.
The ice in the pond was not yet dissolved, though there were
some open spaces, and it was all dark-colored and saturat-
ed ® with water. There were some slight flurries of snow during
the days that I worked there; but for the most part when I
came out on to the railroad, on my way home, its yellow
sand heap stretched away gleaming in the hazy atmosphere,
and the rails shone in the spring sun, and I heard the lark
and pewee and other birds already come to commence an-
other year with us. They were pleasant spring days, in
which the winter of man’s discontent was thawing® as well
as the earth, and the life that had lain torpid began to
stretch itself. One day, when my axe had come off and I had
cut a green hickory fér a wedge, driving it with a stone, and
had placed the whole to soak in a pond-hole in order to swell
the wood, 1 saw a striped snake run into the water, and he
lay on the bottom, apparently without inconvenience, as long
as I stayed there, or more than a quarter of an hour; perhaps
because he had not yet fairly come out of the torpid @ state,
It appeared to me that for a like reason men remain in their
present low and primitive condition; but if they should feel
the influence of the spring of springs arousing them, they

would of necessity rise to a higher and more éthereal ® life.
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