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Preface

Much has been said on the topic of religion and culture
by scholars of different countries, What, after so many books
and essays on this topic, merits anybody’s attention in this
additional volume? Can we present anything significantly
new to readers?

While the extension of a discipline is limited, its inte-
ntion is not. For instance, History of Philosophy covers the
study of philosophers and their thoughs, and the number of
the truely great philosophers can be counted in a few minu-
tes. However, its intention is unlimited. New discoveries
emerge from time to time as society progresses; people know
more when they deepen their experience and one gains new
fruit when one changes his viewpoint or adopts a different
perspective. A basic pattern of development for a discipline
is: when returning te the same issue, people constantly touch
unnoticed aspects, and form new inter-disciplinary projects,
The enquirer who is in himself (a closed-efsl enquirer)
refuses to see this truth, whereas the enquirer who is for

himself (a self-revealing enquirer) willingly steps into the
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fundamental contradiction of cognition which is that between
the infinity of the cogitatum and the finitude of the enqui-
rers and their times, He thus has a totally different, and pro-
mising vision,

Unlike religious culture, “religion and culture” is not a

special discipline, Nonetheless, as a result of a comparative

study of religion and culture, it has a broader scope and
richer content than any specialized discipline, such as socio-
logy of religion, religious ethics, comparative study of reli-
gions, psychology of religion, etec, Looking back to the past,
it includes the study of the impact of religion on local or
world culture and vice versa,, and the study of cultural
conflict inherent in religious expansion, Facing today or to-
morrow, it concerns itself with the influence of contemporary
culture, both national and worldwide, on religion; especially
that of modern philosophy on the development of religion,
Finally, it attempts to draw general and illuminating cenclu-
sions about theological and religious development from a phi-
losophical reflection upon all periods of history,

Since the field is so broad, and the content so rich, and
so little study has been conducted in mainland China, we
believe that there is much work to be done, Besides, since
most contributors and the editor are interested mainly in
the study of the history of philosophy, both of China and of
other countries’, they find it fascinating to deal with reli-

gion and culture from a philosophical point of view,
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To conclude, I will add: we look for a foothold, only to
find it underneath our feet; we ask for a new field of study,
and the answer turns out to be: Seek and you will find,

Our object will not be like the lake and fruit in front of
Tantalus, Qur reward will be more than that of Sisyphos,

Chen Cunfu
Philosophy Department,
Hangzhou University
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Abstract

Making Friends in the Essential Tension

Bao Limin

The topic of this article is ahout On Friendship, or The
‘Book on Making Friends, Qiu Youpian, a monograph written
in classic Chinese, by Martini Martino, an Italian Jesuit who
visited China in Ming-Qing Dynasties, However, my intention
is to discuss a broader issue in religious ethics and cultural
exchange, 1 argue that within religious ethics there are
multiple systems of values or moralities which entail tension,
Different attitudes and solutions to this tension has been
attempted in history, which accounts for the different
orientations adoped in both religious schools and missionary
methodologies, The tension, however, is not something accident,
but lies in the deep structure of religion, because religion
centers on an ontological dimension strikingly distinct from
daily life. The new, religious ontological dimension naturally
demands a morality the standard of good and evil of which

differs greatly from that of the secular morality To level off or
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to ignore the tension is senseless for 11Te is not a flat one but
full of varieties and thus potential tensions, The proper attitude
in facing the challenge of this tension is, as the title of this
paper—“Making Friends in the Creative Tension” (a parody
of Kuhn’s famous work)-—suggests, to acknowledge the multiple
level essence of religious ethics and to re-think the tension as a
positive, creative phenomena. Between one value system and
the other, just as between man and man, to dialogue, to “make
friends”, and to transcend together, will bring an unexpected
fruitful life-persective to all who are involved, For instance,
one can fully appreciate the significance of secular morality
of friendship, while at the same time insists on a transcendent
morality of agape. What Martini Martino has done in his

work, I believe, provides a good example of this approach.



On the Contribution of Italian Sinonist
Martino Martini to the Cultural
Exchange between China and Italy

Xu Mingde

Martini Martino is an important man in the world culture
who has long been forgotten and came to the attention only
after the re-establishment of the diplomatic relation between
China and Italy in 1972. Since the 1980s,a number of researches
on him have been carried out in China, His tomb and the
Hangzhou Catholic Church built by him were repared and
ranked as important cultural relics by the Provincial
government,

The great contributions made by Martino to the history
.of Sino-Italian cultural exchange may be summarized as
follows:

1. He made China known to Europe by his Latin work
the History of China (ten volumes), the Wars of Tartar, and
New Maps of China, These are the most scientific and important
research works on Chinese history and geography in that

century,



2. He paved the road to promote the exchange of Sino-
Italian cultures, He not only made it clear that China and
Italy both called each other “Qin” or “great Qin” since Han
Dynasty, but also defended at Papal Court the position of
contextualization of Catholicism in the Ritual Controversy. He
also wrote Chinese Grammer in order to help the European
to learn Chinese. Before his death, he completed the Book
on Freindship to teach people truth in this field,

3. He opened the way for Chinese students to study in
Europe, For instance, he sent Zheng Mano, a Chinese Christian,
to Europe to be trained as a talent with good knowledge of
the West,

Martino was the most outstanding historian, geographer
and philosopher on China in Furope at that time He has
promoted friendship and mutual understanding between West
and China, His contribution in academic studics and his

persistence in his cause are waiting for more study today.



