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LESSON ONE

Lesson One

TEXT

From Slave to Teacher (Part One)

This famous educator started his life as a slave. ‘“Booker”
was his only name. He was not even sure of the exact place or
date of his birth. This man later became the undisputed leader
of all the Negroes in the United States. He was responsible
for the success of the largest Negro school in the country. He
wrote many important and successful books. He received an
honorary degree from Harvard University. He was a friend and
adviser of two presidents and hundreds of business, religious, and
educational leaders.

Booker was apparently born near a small post office at Hale’s
Ford in Franklin, Virginia in 1858 or 1859. He lived in a little
log cabin about fourteen by sixteen feet square. The cabin had
no glass windows. There were only openings in the walls. There
was no floor. Booker and his brother and sister slept on dirty
rags on the ground. He knew almost nothing about his ancestry.
He later heard reports that his father was a white man at a nearby
plantation, but he never found out the man’s name. His mother
was a cook at a plantation. She had little time to train her
children. Every slave was expected to work long hours. Even
as a small child, Booker had no time to play.

The Civil War started in 1861. It lasted for four long years.
Those were difficult times for everyone but especially for slaves.
During that time, Booker was growing up.

One day in 1873, Booker heard about a school for Negroes.
Some miners were talking about Hampton Institute. “The stu-
dents are allowed to pay for their room and board by working,”
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LESSON ONE

one of the men told the other. “It’s the best Negro school in the
country.” Booker did not forget this conversation. Shortly after
that, he heard that the wife of the mine owner, Mrs, Ruffner,
needed a servant. Booker was ambitious, and he wanted to earn
more money. He applied for the job and got it. Mrs. Ruffner
was very strict, and the work was hard. Booker learned to
be neat and clean. Mrs. Ruffner also encouraged him to study.
All this time, Booker carefully saved part of his pay each week.
Finally, he thought he had enough money. He gave up his job
and set out for Hampton Institute,

The school was 500 miles away, and he had enough money
to ride only a short distance. Therefore, he walked most of the
way. He often slept beside the road or under porches. Many
times, he had little or nothing to eat. When he arrived at the
school, he was tired, dirty, and hungry.

Naturally, Booker was in no condition to make an impressive
appearance at the school the next day. He was not accepted as
a student immediately. After an interview, the assistant princi-
pal, Miss Mackie, was still doubtful about Booker. Finally, she
gave Booker a broom and told him to sweep the room. Booker
could clearly see that this was his entrance examination. He
later wrote, “I knew I could sweep because Mrs. Ruffner had
taught me that art well.” He swept the room three times and
then dusted it four times. He even dusted each book on the
shelves. The teacher looked over the room carefully. She even
looked at the closet shelves. Finally, she said to Booker, “I think
you will be a good student.” He became a student and a jani-
tor the next day.

He got his room, board, and tuition at the school, but he
had no money. He borrowed books from his classmates. Part
of the time he had only one pair of socks. His clothes always
got dirty quickly because of his work, and this was a constant
problem for him. But Booker learned to take a bath every day.

2



LESSON ONE

He also learned to use a toothbrush for the first time at Hampton
Institute.

In spite of his hardships at Hampton Institute, Booker was
happy. He spent three busy years there. He received high marks
in his classes. He enjoyed debating, and he never missed one meet-
ing of the Debating Society during those three years. He also
organized a speaker’s club. Later in his life, this training helped
Booker very much.

After his graduation with honors in 1875, Booker returned
to Malden, his hometown. He became a teacher in the public
school. In addition to his regular work there, he organized
a night school and taught at a Sunday school. Not long after
that, the principal of Hampton Institute invited him tfo come back
to the school as a teacher. He was given an unusual job at Ham-
pton. He was put in charge of a group of Indian boys. Booker
was very successful in his work with these boys. He also took
part in several other experiments in education at the school.
In all, he stayed at Hampton for two years. During that time,
he realized that his future was in the field of education. He worked
eagerly and prepared for the future. This was his training period
for the difficult work that was still ahead.

Words and Phrases

educator [‘edju(keito] n. HEHFXK president ['prezidont] n. F%:
undisputed [ andis'pju:tid] a. 3¢ religious [ri'lidges] a. &

G0 educational [edju(:)'keifonl] a. 3
Negro ['ni:grou] (& Negroes) n. §=3: !

L apparently [o'pzrontli] ad. 8 & s
responsible [ris'ponsobl] a. & FH{E log [log]l n. JEA; BAR

HAEATD cabin ['keebin] n. ({GRM) IE;
honorary {'onarori] a. &%y INK B
degree [di'gri:] n. 2&{%; BB opening ['supnipg] ». FF 4
adviser [od'vaizo] n. EjjH rag [ragl n. WG K



LESSON ONE

plantation [plen'teifan] ». #H[RE

train [trein] v. &, 3

civil ['sivl] a. B

last [la:st] v. HE&E

board [bo:d] #. {kE&TH

owner ['ound] n. IiE & Bk

mine ~ F3

servant ['sorvant] #. P A

ambitious [em'bifss] a.
s B LB

strict [strikt] a. 45 H

finally ['fainoli] ad. Bf5; m&

ride [raid] v. % (£%); B (G

porch [pa:tfla. (EATHHK) (1
|

naturally ['naetrali] ad. 8k 4

impressive [im'presiv] a. £ A&
EN&fys SIAEHE

interview ['intervju:] #. TEik; &
A

assistant [o'sistant] a. RBRY; BhE
W o B

principal ['prinsopal} n. #¥; fi
HA

assistant ~ (¥f) BhA
broom [bru:m] n. HF
sweep [swip] v. {33k

HEEO

art [axt] n. TA; HZ

dust [dast] v. PR L

shelf [Jelf] (& shelves [felvz]) n
$5

closet ['klozit] n. Bifd

janitor {"dzenite] n. FIIRILA;
Ik

tuition [tju(z)'ifon] n. #:3); %%H

constant ['konstant) a. %

toothbrush ['tu:6braf]l n. Rl

hardship [‘ha:dfip] n. ;35 HE

debate [di'beit] v.; n. 8t

society [so'saioti] n. Hk; &4t

miss [mis] v. &5t

addition [o'difan] n. fm; 540

regular ['regjuls] o. %My &M
0]

unusual [an'jurgusl) a. RRERH

charge [ffaxds] n. G139 EE; BE

eagerly ['ixgoli] a. {§E#; Fith

ahead [o'hed] ad.; a. £EH; 78I

make an appearance FEH
look over #E; Bf&

because of T HA

in spite of R4 ; R

in addition to Ex---2%b

in charge (of) £17%; % &%

Proper Names

Booker T. Washington ['buks
‘wofinton] #iz - T-4L5% 45 (1856
—1915, X ERAHER)

Harvard [‘ha:vad] University #% ff
KE[EE]

4

Hale’s Ford [heilz fo:d] BRE4E
WIXEbA]

Franklin [‘frenklin] #s25% bk [%
B 4]

Virginia [ve(:)'&injs} #% RE[32



LESSON ONE

WM 4] Ruffner ['rafna] &3 ANR)
Hampton ['hempon] Institute ¥ Malden ['mo:ldon] Hh/R%E[ 3 [H My
W PRl £ ] #l

Notes and Commentary

1. This famous educator started his life as a slave.

a)

b)

start & begin fE“TEAh I ARl {E start ATLLE “K3)7
“@idr"f%, begin RIFEHk X, Flin.
He did not know how to start the machine.

b A S JERE IF B X ERALER
start {4 &IRBHEAE, i begin gL R beginning; ¥
FEE AR, mig from start to finish, {8} from be-
ginning to end.
as a slave: fEH—A R, as bFFH M. S
He acted as a tourist guide. {bi{ER ¥,
As a college student, he knows he must work hard. {EZXk

i, B LA E ¥ e

2. “Booker” was his only name.

A& AN L AR Booker ['buka] T. Washington ['wofigten] %

# - T - 4%, (1856-1915), X EHBAK TR, Eﬁﬁ)\ﬁﬁ%%,ﬁﬂﬁ’}ﬁ;
TR, R4, ERS S FDUED, Blan: Zhou Wenli
FScm, Wenli &5,

3. date of birth: {44 B, 5 birthday (& H)YFRF,

4. ... became the undisputed leader of all the Negroes in the United
States.

a)

b)

become X H i A Zid, JFEBEAME(RAREEIRD .. Bl
He became a doctor. b h— N EL,
He became famous. &7,

Negroes: B A, FHRs4EE S ,iE % M the black people; XEXA
5



LESSON ONE

ANBA R Afro-Americans. “black writer” #7fasklh “Negro
writer” ERS%, B HBH 25, -

5. about fourteen by sixteen feet square: #3114 HRE, I6 LR K
a) by XHHTHBRNER,
b) foot ()M, 37445 =3048 Exk,

6. He knew almost nothing about his ancestry.
know nothing about 2% L& IEHAES, B0,
I know nothing about him. IRX{bZETETH,
a gk nothing " L something, little, very little sV, {HE&
BARE. Bilhn:
1 krnow something about it. 3%tk S84 A BriEl,
1 know very little about the subject. F¥HXABZHME D,

7. He later heard reports that his father was a white man at a nearby
plantation, but he never found out the man’s name.
that X H 3| M &idS AR reports [HEMEIE, MK TFIOT:
1 heard the news yesterday that he had arrived.
1 heard yesterday (that) he had arrived.
pi—4ydih that B|RERRMIE, that R4 B—HA+dH
that SRR IEMA,that "TLLER,

8. She had lirtle time to train her children.
little 763X B EILPRA", EFLET no; alittle RS
a5, Hlin.
There is a little wine in the bottle. ¥ BiL A 5,

9. Every slave was expected to work long hours.

a) ZEWHERMAT, HEFHERRN. The slaveowner expected
every slave fo work long hours. #UREZENHREEH DR
K[,

b) expect somebody to do something 3 B2 “H i AR A



10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

LESSON ONE

AENETLHIEE”, Bl
I expected them to do well at the examination. FeffPbfi1ix

KERE 4o
You are expected to finish your work in time. #R({{])ZE Kbt
FRIEUATD I LI,

the Civil War:
civilwar JUE 2“7, Ak KB 4 e £ B g1t i 4-(1861 —1865),

difficult times: RS A
time FoR“BHL”.“% A 7I# S B, 0. ancient times H 4R,

The students are allowed to pay for their room and board by

working.

a) board {kfr; boarding school #i5%#s; boarding house A E
AN, R IKR) s &N FR>H paying guest 5 boarder

b) by working @i FH(FE), by XRERTHRNELFR,

All this time, Booker carefully saved part of his pay each week.
a part of fafy “a” ¥EAEHM, Fin:
This seems to be part of the solution to the problem. X{JJ3E&
BRI RE.

He had erough money to ride only a short distance.

enough i 7F 2217 FIRF , BE "TEA B ZE B 6 S A& 1] AT , E =T LABCAE
R, Flin:

We still have enough time (or time enough) to get it ready. (]

A R REEEET.

{8 enough fEEIF AR, M AH IR EHIANEE. Hlm:

The water is warm enough. XBHT,

He was foolish enough to do such things. {hTiXieE AP

Biye
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15. Booker could see that this was his entrance examination,

see fEXMART W R, i1 H1R7 B R,

16. In spite of his hardships ...:

17.

18.

19.

20.

“in spite of ...” RAVEIE, FESEBAR. Flin.

The flight was pleasant and smooth in spite of (= despite)
bad weather. X7 XETE, BASERBERH,

In spite of his poor health, (= Although he was in poor
health,) he continued to work hard. fb /R EARLIF, TS
J1LHE,

public school: e iR EMA S OME) , TR MR 2M # AL

i,

Sunday school: FHZ#:, WHAERMAMETFIETREHTH
2B,

The principal of Hampton Institute invited him fo come back to
the school as a teacher.

FERMIE to come back 7EXBPBIKE him Bt 2, Bk
ERRAERIBHIE, S him —BEHREAEIE, X

Mrs. Ruffner also encouraged him zo study.

She told him to sweep the room.

The slave owner expected every slave to work long hours.

He was given an unusual job.

BEAPEESNAT, be £3HiA give MRRZE, EEIIESM
AT BARERRE, RERT OFHEIE, T an unusual job {HE%E
FiAGE T, R B %8 (etained  object). (LR TR

They did not tell him the whole truth.

He was not told the whole truth,
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GRAMMAR

IR BRSP4 B fE, Bk a6 T & Rt ki &
Lo ARGEERREE— BT KM, XE SR A&, dxkM
FeR 21 AR S Fa R AR , F — R R BRI RS RiE R, BlZn:
He knew nothing about his ancestry.

He later heard reports that his father was a white man at a nearby
plantation, but he never found out the man’s name.

2. WRJERAMERE, dH UESERRE, MefHIEERRR
B ENEZ M), MREREEHRXHER, fln:
I knew I could sweep because Mrs.

Ruffner had taught me
that art well.

X8 knew 2 know {3t Z:it; Mrs. Ruffner i 33 M 2“5t
FHd 7, LR 5, .

1 realized (that) I was wrong,

I realized (that) I Zad made a mistake.

3. InR4RE &R — Bt Rl SOk — B BB A AT I 34, BBt Bhi i
X, Bl
The Civil War started in 1861. 1t lasted for four years. ... During
that time, Booker was growing up.

FiAd T AN ARG —T SRR SR, Fin:
One day in 1873, Booker heard about a school for Negroes.

Some
miners were talking about Hampton Institute,

USE OF WORDS
1. receive Y accept:
receive WY LABRRH “UCHEI”, K7 “Z B, Bil4n:

I received a letter from him yesterday. FWeFR W Il —HHE,
He received an honorary degree from Harvard University. i

9



LESSON ONE
MR PR R 424,
He received a warm welcome when he arrived. {f 5kt Bl
Ry,

accept T4 46" Ry KT , B
He received an invitation to dinner, but he did not accepr it.
fal B B B 15, MR RBRRER.
BEH“UE”  (eceive) — @i, H AR " (accept) X
i,

2. lile 5§ a little: (ZRERY)
little & a little #MIBATHOLT, THHREER few K a
few. filZm:
There are few peoplein the street. 5 L JLRHRAEHAAT,
There were only a few people in the street. # L RFFI/LA

AT

3. find 5 find out:
find FORBRE (BRRR, FHA—EHiLE), find out Fox
“ABA” (BEAES A VRIS TREOLS) . Bl

1 have found my dictionary. FHDLBRBPIAERIALAT,

I found him in the library. HZEE-BHBEIRIG,

He never found out the man’s name. {BRAEEHZERIIN AL

# 4,
We can't find out why this book is missing from the library.

RMNEZEWXABNEAHEERHEE,

4. expect & hope:
expect FokE 5" “Hikl”, hope WFER“HE". Fln:
We expect he’ll come tomorrow. F I 1fEHBX ¥,
We hope he'll come tomorrow. 17 2R ¥k,
expect JFHBRIEMNY, XBALERLAFA; BXEANHE
TEAR:
1o



LESSON ONE

We expect him to come tomorrow. (¥zZhiEARE. Heis expected
10 come tomorrow.)

HEEXFEHAAEA hope &% hoped seftik,

5. pay 5 pay for:

pay B4, “HERA N7, BLEIERBRERMA, Fin:

T have paid them.

I have paid five yuan.

pay ford “Jyeeo 388", “HBRET - "HEXL, BHUEIERH
Wzt, .

T have paid for the dictionary. Xif#iZEft T4k, (= I have
Dpaid them a sum of money for the dictionary.)

pay & e LAME &R A, Filin:

Have you got your pay? {REUE|T¥ T e

6. apply & apply for:
apply fE“@i&”if, g A B EES B apply to somebody for
something. {#] -
He applied (to the school, organization, etc.) for the job and
got it. fl (R HLK %) B iE TIEH SR,
He has applied to the college for admission. b [EEEH T
AF,
apply fE“SE P, WRMEF R WshiA M, Bl Thesame princi-
ple applies to everybody. FI#FNIER TE—T Ao
{8 apply fE“BiA" i, BIER®NAM, Flan: The same rule
“cannot be applied to every case, [a]—&FIAER A THAEE,

7. prepare & prepare for:
prepare & prepare for fE{UiEBEAH“HE"HEL. HAF LI
i, RARRIER AN LSRR FEE TR, FR R E R Flam:
He is preparing his lessons. [{hEE#&IR, IS %448
WEHRD
He is preparing for his exams. {bEEHRFZR,

i1
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8. beside & besides:

beside 5«75 ---33h", besides f“Pr- -2 MHBEDB, ST in
addition to, fi#n:

He is standing beside me. {3 1ESEEHE 0,

Many people are going besides you. EaiRsh, THF £ A,

9. tell 5 ask:

He gave Booker a broom and told him to sweep the room.

R “told” ZiXFEMEN ask ERERAL, ARGSHE
By ask MAE”.“HRIE"FEE. Bl

1 asked him to give me his telephone number. FHiftbiEfbiyib

- BN EHEFR,

10. borrow 5 lend:

borrow X EIERBEEA", lend #tFHIERELUEH", Hi:
Can I borrow your bike? ZATUMLH IR B T4
Can you lend me your bike? {RiEiB g T EBARD:

11. doubtful & suspicious:
After the interview, Miss Mackie was still doubtful about
Booker.
doubtful X EFRPMBAU”, IREFRAMAZ 4L —F,
suspicious BB A" &, Bifn
1 am very suspicious about him. FexHisHEIREE,
12. get & be:

His clothes always got dirty quickly because of his work.

XE got ditty HFW 2K, get EARDAEENRELRY
A, . et killed, wounded, excited, married %%,

AR, get f1 be fERIX EREXEM. Bl

1 am acquainted with him. @iNiRf, GER—FRE)

I got acquainted with him in 1940. R 7 1940 E£NIRT b,

(FFRREHER, AR ETGRERE.)
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