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PREFACE

In the third spring moon of “mists and blossoms”, 1986.s0me staff membe s af Yang Zhow Dal; Came to Guang Zhou
after a long journey, and requested me to write a preface to their authology of poems, handwriting and Chinese 1= | tional
paintings.  Though being in my late scventies, 1 cheerfully promised. | orecoller the autumn of 1984 when 1 revisited
Yang Zhou. And though she has experienced many vicissit.des. this China’s historic city stitl appears to he ereceful
and charming.  An Ancient said, “With 100 miliion coppers attached 10 my girdle. | 2o up to Yang Zhou on « crane.”
The saying was extremely true, but | did not reahzed it until afrer visiting Yang 7

oL

Yang Zhou, with prosperous cconomy and developed culture, has always gathcred China's clite. During the sast
1,000-0dd years, a lot of famous pocts, such as Li Bai, Du Fu. 11 Shang-yin, Du Mu, Su Shi, Qin Guan, Ou-vang X,
Sa Du-la, Zhang Yu, Li Dong-yang, Wen Zheng-ming and “Yang Zhou Light ntrics” of Qing Dynasty, whether they
went sightsecing or resided there, were overwhelmed with the historic city v uthour exception.  They composed a large
number of wonderful poems, which is a precious fegacy of history they gave us.

This year is the 30th anniversary of the founding of Yang Zhow Daily. ‘fhey 1equested some noted calbigraphers and
painters to produce works on the basis of the famous pocms.  These works dircetly express the minds of the aruists of our
new age as well as reproduce the artistic conception of the old pocms relating the stories of Yang Zhou, and this 1s quite
an cvent. The anthology is the best souvenir to 30— year-old Yang Zhow Duif; and a valuable gift to the rcadmg public
Furthermore, its publishing adds lustre to the artistic garden of our country. Bemng full of zest, I gladly preface it with
the introduction.

Lai Skao-q1
July, 1986



SINGING YANG ZHOU
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