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Preface

Much has been said on the topic of religion and culture by
scholars of different countries. What, after so many books and
essays on this topic, merits anybody’s attention in this additional
volume? Can we present anything significantly new to readers?

While the extension of a discipline is limited, its intention is
not. For instance, History of Philosophy covers the study of
philosobhers and their thoughts, and the number of truely great
philosophers can be counted in a few minutes. However, its in-
tention is unlimited. New discoveries emerge from time to time
as soclety progresses; people know more when they deepen their
experience. and one gains new fruit when one changes his view-
point or adopts a different perspective. A basic pattern of devel-
opment for a discipline is: when returning to the same issue,
people constantly touch unnoticed aspects, and form new inter-
disciplinary projects. The enquirer who is in himself (a closed-
self enquirer) refuses to see this truth, whereas the enquirer who
is for himself (a self-revealing enquirers) willingly steps into the
fundamental contradiction of cognition which is that between the

1




infinity of the cognition and the finitude of the enquirers and
their times. He thus has a totally different, and promising vi-
sion.

Unlike religious culture, “religion and culture” is not a spe-
cial discipline. Nonetheless, as a result of a comparative study of
religion and culture, it has a broader scope and richer content
than any specialized discipline, such as sociology of religion, re-
ligious ethics, comparative study of religions, psychology of reli-
gion, etc. Looking back to the past, it includes the study of the
impact of religion on local or world culture and vice versa. , and
the study of cultural conflict inherent in religious expansion.
Facing today or tomorrow, it concerns itself with the influence of
contemporary culture, both national and worldwide, on religion;
especially that of modern philosophy on the development of reli-
gion. Finally, it attempts to draw general and illuminating con-
clusions about theological and religious development from a
philosophical reflection upon all periods of history.

Since the field is so broad, and the content so rich, and so
little study has been conducted in mainland China, we believe
that there is much work to be done. Besides, since most contrib-
utors and the editor are interested mainly in the study of the his-
torv of philosophy, both of China and of other countries’, they
tind it fascinating to deal with religion and culture from a philo-
sophical point of view.

To conclude, T will add: we look for a foothold, only to find
it underneath our feet; we ask for a new field of study, and the
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answer turns out to be: Seek and you will find.
Our object will not be like the lake and fruit in front of Tan-

talus. QOur reward will be more than that of Sisyphos.

Chen Canfu
Chnstianity Research Centre

Hangzhou University
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ABSTRACT

This article poses an acute problem: Does Christianity (in-
cludes Catholicism and Protestant) have root in China? Has it
taken root in China at present? What are the remarks which we
can find when we make judgement on whether Christianity have
root or taken root?

The author thinks, since the Nestorian mission in Tang dy-
nasty, the Christian missions to China were set back several
times. Robert Morrison (1782—1834) had preached in China for
twenty-six years, but he converted only three people. The main
reason for it is that Christianity is a religion without root in Chi-
na. At present, therefore, the number of Christians in China is
near ten million. Does that mean Christianity has root or taken
root in China now? The ratio of the early Christians in the Ro-
man Empire to the whole population is not less than that in Chi-
na now, but early Christianity was still in a rejected position.
Only after early Christianity combined with Graeco-Roman phi-
losophy, with its monotheism and religious ethic, the Christiani-
ty herself was reformed and completed by Christian fathers, in-
culturated and contexturelized, Greek and latin Christian theol-
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ogy were established, Christianity had a root in Europe.

The author thinks also, Christianity must face China when
she marches toward modernisation and a market economy, and
then Christianity can be thought as she has or taken a real root
and grows up in China after solving four problems. They are as
follows: the first, with three historical backgrounds in mind, to
adjust the relationship between Christianity and the government,
not to participate any international political struggle, to keep a
safe distance to politics; the second, in a prospective future,
China will be in a situation in which atheism and pluralistic reli-
gions co-exist, and atheism and the faith of Chinese folk religion
occupy the main position, Christianity must watch closely this
real situation, to determine her own position in the society; the
third, both to put an emphasis on the influence of the traditional
culture, and to watch clearly new cultural element and new con-
dition which appear in the procedure of modernisation, complete
the inculturation and contexturelization of Christianity, to estab-
lish a Chinese theology which is suitable to Chinese condition;
the fourth, for fulfilling three tasks above, Christianity must
work with great efforts to reform herself, because procedure of
any religious spread to areas of alien culture is also a procedure
‘of self-complement and self-reformation of Christianity. The two
sides are actually undergoing in the same time.

When the author were revising the article, he read the re-
cent copy of Tripod, that is No. 95, in which the issue of the re-
lationship between Christianity and China is discussed. The au-
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thor believe this article can be thought as a response to the words

of the executive editor of Tripod, Betty Ann Maheu, M. M..



1

R« oK - B
—— R BRI SR E AR

GAtE &

EEHAERERHY, ANS5EY, BASHERAZHHR
FIERIRE . SFARRESMARHTIA SRR AMTTERAS
7] & 43 AR AORS 13 9 300 43 A5 LA S T R 9 25 B B IR
ATLA P AR, LUBEEIRMTR IS & #EH, U
BEENRE. ERATEEIIAFERESY, WHURTES
FERUEHRSH, —BRAEEHEXE AE. WREWLUREE,
Xfieg. DEEARROEHSCHERAEMAFEE. BRE
A S MR TR — BRI BB 5L, HEENES A —
EREH, ERENMIFR SRR S EIREK, FHE
SEAMI A, FRdE SR BaERB4gE (B
H0D, FREEMS . AN, FZEMREEDPAHE
EEBE M E AR E A RN ZBRAY . Bi1EEARTY
BMBRAOHRBRAELZHAEEZ L, ERHEANMNERAG, RE
BRI R R AT —E AR 2EE, VBT TR REAE A
EBE , ENE N L F D ZORME, B LEFRTTRRE. i
MR RER, ARG &M EARG A TR R, E4a018 5
AUEH K ER, RAR—BERRS . XUMUTEREARSER

4




