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Unit One

1. Garage Sale

1. Information related to the text

There is an old saying, “One person’s junk is another
person’s treasure.” This means that what one person sees
as having little value, another person sees as very
valuable. The value of anytling depends upon the de-
mand for it. ‘

The term “garage sale” comes from the place where
one displays the household items he wishes to sell., Most
people do not wish strangers to-come into their house,so
they will place the items for sale in the garage. The garage

" is an enclosed area where people normally park their car
(s) and has.a large outside doorway of its.own. Setting
.up sale items in it provides protection from the weather.
If a person does not wish to use his garage to display the
items for sale, he may place them on tables in his front
yard. This would then be a “yard sale.”

II. ‘Suggestions for teaching

1. The following questions might be asked as a warm-up:
1) What are we going to have in Lesson One, a story,
* M N



an essay, or what? (A short play.)

2) What characters do we have in this play?  (The
Burns family: the mother, the daughter, the son,
the father, and a foreign student who lives with the
family.)

3) What are they doing in the play?  ( They are
holding a garage sale.)

4) Have you ever heard of a garage sale?  (If yes,
the teacher may ask the student to tell what he or

~ she knows about it.)

5) Do you know what a garage sale is after reading '
this play? (A garage sale is part of American
daily life. If an American family wants to dispose of
“its junk, it may set up a sale in its garage.)

2. To ‘continue the class, the following discussions might be
initiated, so that the students have a better under-
standing of the American garage sale.

1) Why do people like to start a garage sale?

(There are many reasons for having such a sale. In
some cases, a family may be moving to a new home
and does not want to take the accumulated posses-
sions of the years with them. So thgy will sell all
those things they do not wish to keeﬁi Or a person _
may just wish to “clean house.” He may have ac- '
cumulated clothes or toys which his children have
outgrown, but which are still in good condition. He
may have kept all the books and magazines he



2)

3)

bought over the years, and be running out of stor-
age space. What should he do with the items he

‘now no longer needs or wants? He could throw

them away or give them away to charitable organi-
zations. Many people do this. Others would like to
get back at least a little bit of the money they have
invested in the items. So they decide to have a “ga-
rage sale.”
Why do people like to go to a garage sale?
( There are various reasons for,going to a garage
sale. Some people go out of curiosity to see what V
kind of things other people are discarding. Others
go with the desire to purchase cheaply in order to
resell at a higher price. Some people cannot afford
to buy new things of all kinds, so they hope to find
what they need at a garage sale. Usually, the prices
are as little as 10% or less of the original cost.
Others are looking for a “bargain.” They may not
really need what is for sale. But if the price is cheap
enough, they may purchase something they would
like to have, but didn’t really need. Some people are
compulsive buyers. Others are looking for
antiques.)
How do people start a garage sale?
(Sales are usually advertised in order to attract as
many potential buyers as possible. Many advertise
in their local newspaper. A small advertisement
S



does not cost much. They also put up small signsei-
ther of cardboard or wood on the street corners .
aroimd the neighborhood. The sign usually says,
“Garage Sale, ” and has an arrow pointing the way. |
By following the sign, potential buyets can find the
place.) .

4) Are there firm prices at a g‘a_tagé sale? _
(The marked price of each item may or may nof be
a firm-one. Many times the prices are negoﬁable. If
an item you like i marked $ 2.00, you simply ask, -
“Would you sell this for $ 1.502” The seller can.

- then negotiate or simply say, “No, the prices are

not negotiable.” It never hurts to ask.)

3. Last but not least, the teacher should draw the students’
attention to the colloguial and informal expressions in
the text, and encourage them to paraphrase these exprés'-
sions in formal English. B

1) Want me to go and getit? (L. 20)
—Do you want me to go and get it?
2) Youkids all set? (L. 35)
—Are you ready, children?
3) Not yer, but we'’re getting there. (L. 36) .
—We are not ready yet, but we’re almost ready.
4) Store open? (L. 47)
—1s the store open?
5) Settle for adollar? (L. 83) -
— Shall we come to an agreement at a dollar for
o 4 - »



it?
6) Guess I'll be moving. (L. 111)
—D’ni afraid I have to leave now.
7) Sure have. (L. 114)
‘—1I certainly have, -~

. Trauslation of some difficult sentences from the text

...or a group will have a sale to benefit a charity.

(L. 3) I

EERA A EHAER BB ER L.

Yeah, it’s a kind of recycling. (L. 33) -
Well, you’d better get moving. (L. 37)
M, PRATTBL AT IR A .

. It’s my latest book club selection. (L. 43)-

AR RRIRA IR B SRR SRR A HT .

. Do I get a specfal discount? (L. 49)

Hae EZHHRAENL?

. Ten cents each—six for fifty cents. (L. 57)

— ALy, BAAL £,

. ...but I justdon’t have much will power — especially

when it comes to salt and peppers. (L. 98)
REFEBHAEADS, ARER L REARET A

. Sure have. if you were able to separate Smitty from some

of his money. (L. 114)
U4, RERA B LL B EE X WEAnIE.
. 5 .



. There shouldn’t have been any flies for sale. (L. 117)
AEEHLH e,

. Suggested answers to some of the DISCUSSION QUES-
TIONS

. Yes, I like it very much because “it blesses him that gives
and him that takes” as well.

. Two cases from the text show that you can. First, the
mother tells Pat to mark a sweater for one dollar, but she
says they can make the deal if anybody gives 75 cents.
Second, Bob asks $ 1.25 for the fly, but he brings the -
price down to one dollar in the end.

. The foreign student lives with the Burns family, so the
relationship between them is as though he were a part of
the family. -

. I think they like it because they cdn get acquainted with
their neighbors at a garage sale. Besides, a person might -
be lucky enough to get a bargain occasionally.

. We don’t have garage sales in China yet. But we do have
many kinds of sales, for instance, sales of overstocked
articles and defective’ goods and sales of second-hand
acticles in special stores like second-hand bookstores.

. Key to the COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1 ¢ 2. d 3.b 4.c 5.a



2. The American Visitor

I. Synopsis

Paul Carson, a music teacher, was driving along a
country road withwhis sister Nora when he saw aman in a
big red American car who looked like the man wanted by
the police. Attracted by a reward of fifty pounds, the sister
and brother resolved to catch the criminal by following
him closely. As soon as the man entered Seldon Manor, a
house belonging to Paul’s friend Mr. Lightfoot, Paul shut
him in and then drove to the police station. Realizing that
Paul had made a mistake because the criminal had been
arrested that morning, the police officer set off immediate-
ly with Paul to set the man free. The man who was shut up -
in the house was really an American visitor from New
York City. Paul and Nora felt very much ashamed for
what they had done. This rash action of theirs would sure-
ly make them the laughing-stock of the whole town. But a
letter from the American visitor changed the situation. In-
stead of blaming him, the American visitor thanked Paul

. for shutting him up in his .own house. It turned out that
Seldon Manor was the American visitor’s old ancestral
home. Hg had come all the way to England to look for it.

ST



In order to show his gratitude, he offered the sister and
brother a cheque for fifty pounds. Paul and Nora got the
reward in the end, though in quite 2 different way.

II. Suggestions for teaching

1. Itis a good idea to have the students go over the passage
very quiékly to get an overall impression of it. Ask the
students, after they have read it, what their impression of
the story is (a humorous story) and what parts they
think imply humor (Paul’s talk about his sister’s plan
for the fifty pounds and the police officer’s comments
on his wife; the dialogue between the sister and brother
later that evening at home; and Mr. King’'s telephone
call to Paul).

2. An author usually shows what his characters are liké by
telling you what they say, what they do, what they think “
about and what others say about them. As they read, the
students should concentrate their attention on the traits
and motives of the characters in this story.

Paul Carson:

sharp-eyed: He could, at one glance, recognize the
driver in a passing car as the criminal in the news-
paper. g

cautious: He followed the driver all the way to the
house in order to get as much evidence as possible.
a little stubborn: Though the officer told him the
criminal had been arrested that morning, he still in-




sisted that the man he had shut up was a criminal
too. | _

sensitive about his reputation: Though he wanted
the reward as eagerly as his sister, he did not say so
openly. Instead, he made some high-sounding ex-
cuses. He said he wanted to help the police catch
the criminal; tie had a duty to protect his friend’s
property while he was away on holiday; he did not

want to disappoint his sister because she wanted
the money so much.... Later that evening at home,

~ he-was more worried about being laughed at than
.sorry for wrongfully shutting up the American visi-
tor. ‘

Nora: /
straightforward: She said what was on her mind.-
She wanted the reward badly and said so frankly.
simple-minded: She planned how to spend the
money before she got it; she answered the news-
paperman’s questions without thinking, just be-
cause he had a nice face.
the American visitor: .
kind at heart but ugly-looking;: Though Paul had
wrongfully shut him up, he did not take it to heart.
Instead, he thanked Paul for helping him find his
old family house. : :
understanding: He knew Paul had chased him
mainly for the fifty pounds, so he offered him the
: « 9 .
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same amount of money. In this way he showed his
gratitude without wounding Paul’s pride.
3. Comments

This is a humorous story designed to entertain. The
plot revolves around an American who is trying to find
his ancestral home in England and a local resident who
desires to protect his friend from a suspicious stranger
and earn a reward.

This story illustrates what happens when one
“jumps to conclusions” without sufficient evidence. Cir-
cumstantial evidence seemed to indicate that the stran-
ger was a criminal. The actions of Paul Carson are
understandable, given the information he had.

Ask your students if they have ever “jumped to.a
conclusion” and then found out they were completely
wrong. Was it a serious mistake? Was it a funny mis-
take? What should a person do when he makes such a
mistake? | :

Is it possible to tell much about a person by his
outward appearance? Are first impressions usually -
right?

II1. Sentences for the students to remember

" 1. When Paul Carson saw it (the big red car) coming to-
wards him, he stopped his own car at the side, to make
room forittopass. (L. 1)

2. Men like him use a different car every week. (L. 23)
. 10 .
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To get our fifty pounds, we must be able to tell the police
as much as possible. (L. 27)

If you hear me call, drive up to the house as quickly as
youcan. (L. 42)

He ran back to the car as fast as he could. (L. 50)

He ran across the garden and shut the door. Then he
fixed it so that it could only be opened from outside.
(L. 47)

IV. Translation of some difficult sentences from the text

. Then he started walking towards an old white house,
which was half-hidden by trees a little way from the
road. (L. 34)

At —EaEanHETEX BEBFEXER
%, ERERE— T, ’

. ’'m going across the field to the side of the house.
(L. 41)

B L E BB T — M,

. Paul did not wait to talk. He ran back to the car as fast
ashecould. (L. 50)

REEA L2, RINGERER,

. He jumped to his feet when he saw a policeman.
(L. 76)

—RERMERLES K,
. His face was getting redder every second. (L. 80)
b PR RS B 1R REL .
. That boy’s bottom will hur} him before I’'ve finished, or
T

-




