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Li Ping(Muzi Ping)

My Story

I am Li Ping,a woman. The Chinese character
Sfor my surname “Li” is made up of “wood” (mu)
and “son” (zi) from which I get my pen name-Muzi
Ping. '

I am now trying mvy best to get my name lzsted :

in the family records.

I was born into a scholar gentry famzly. My
Jfather use to say that it never shines in the Sichuan
Basin. So, when the sun came out, other people
dried grain or quilts,my family dried thread-bound
books s calligraphy and paintings. I was born in a
teachers' dormitory in Chengdu, Sichuan, on De-
cember 26, 1951. Soon,my parents moved to the
Southwest Teachers' University in Chongqing. I ex
perienced the cultural revolution as an “intellectual
youth” and then returned to the Southwest Teachers'
University. When I graduated from the Depart-
ment of History in 1982, I was over thirty.

The environment must have exerted a subtle in-
Sfluence on my personality. I stayed at the university
to become a teacher after graduation. I am forever
writing and forever changing my research subjects.
But now I' ve basically settled on world women's his-
tory. A particular incident prompted me to write
about women. My first work-Empresses of the
World has been printed twice and is still in de-
mand. This opened the flood gate. After my trilogy
of royal women , (Empresses of the World,Princess
Regents of the World, The World’sFamous
Queens) ,I completed my“masterpiece” A History of
the World’s Women, on which I had spent eight
years. At present I am very honoured to be the
youngest woman professor in Hainan Province.
This fleeting honour has strengthened me and made
me confident.
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