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A Brief Introduction

The goal of the presented book is to re-
search the thought of science and philosophy of
Dai Zhén,a great thinker of China in Qing dy-
nasty, to comment on his academy and human-
ism philosophy from the modern scientific view ,
and to suggest a picture of his -whole life. Dai
Zheén lived in the reign of Emperors YongZhéng
and Qianl.ong . He was a famous linguistician,
astronomer, mathematician and philosopher.
His achievements in science researches is a part
of ancient and modern science. Since he had
both extensive knowledge and profound schlor-
ship on ancient natural science, he mastered the
ancient native natural dialectics and scientific
logical philosophy. And his philosophy is native
materialism and native dialectics. Particularly
we pay attention to his research in Chinese an-
cient language. About which we can say his
statement 1s called hermeneutics. His natural
materialism philosophy distinguished itself from
the objective idealism of the Song dynasty and
the subjective idealism of the Ming dynasty.’
The book has eight chapters and they contain
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the following main contents:

Dai Zhén’s childhood and his early school
life. This part will describe how he showed his
rare gifts as a child as well as the background of
his time. _

His accomplishments in the acacdemic re-
search of Confucian Classics. Also this part
talks about the high value that he correctly set
upon his teacher named Jiang Ydng for the first
time.

His early thoughts and academic views and
his abundant fruits in the field of the Chinese
ancient language, the Chinese characters, the
Chinese ancient science and technology and the
Chinese ancient philology. Apart from these,
an outline of his life in Béijing will be included
in this chapter.

His intensive study on ” The Seven
Classics” (QiJing {-£ & )). He wrote a good
many learned treatises on Confucian Classics in
this time, such as on the classic of Practise Div-
ination (YiJing { 5 %4 » ., The High Official
Classics in Ancient China (ShangSha{ ¥ 4 »,
and The Spring and Autumn Annals (ChunQiu
€298

The shift of his learning outlook and mode
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of thinking. Great influence was exerted on him
by a specialist in the history of the Chinese an-
cient culture named Hui Dong (B #:) in the city
of Sazhou. At the time Dai Zhén developed his
philosophy guideline as to "research for applica-
tion” and he began to search for an ideololgy
which could be applied to the social life.

A review to his natural science together
with its scientific philosophy and its scientific
logic. In this section the focus will be on his
achievements in astronomy, mathematics and
their scientific logic. In the time when Western
natural and social science began to enter China,
Dai Zhén made a full use of the theory of the
Western learning and incorporated it rationally
with the traditional Chinese science, thus he
timely summed up the traditional Chinese sci-
ence.

His contribution to the local records. Dai
Zhén compiled and elucidated a series of views
on the local records. Here we bring our atten-
tion to his learning in his:ory and geography.

His language hermeneutics of humanities as
an extraordinary contribution to the culture of
the world beyond China. It embodies the

thought of hermeneutics and Chinese writing



language. the semantic and philosophy
hermeneutics, transferred language (Zhuan Yu
EE1E) (to seek the words’ meaning according to
their specch sounds), etymology, the Chinese
ancinent phonetics and dialectology.

And last, his distinctive morality philoso-
phy of humanism. This philosophy is full of
natural vitality and emotion. And the category
of which comprises natural vitality and the sap
of life, kindheartedness, humanity, feeling,
sexual passion and desire, ability and wisdom,
knowledge and knowing. sincerity, and adapt-
ability owning native materialism and dialectic
in tactics. His famous work on the subject " The
Hermeneutics on the Meaning of Words of Men-
cius” finds an echo in the hearts of a great many

people.
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