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FOREWORD

The Chinese capitals, the bright pearls of splendid Chinese
national culture. are one of the greatest pioneering work in the
world. They occupied a decisive position in history and played a
series of wonderful plays in the stage of history. In “Notes to the
Book of Rivers” ( «sk%JF »)written by Li Daoyuan of the Nothern
Wei Dynasty. more than 180 ancient capitals of former st-
ates were recorded. And their total amount and the cities after the
Nothern Wei Dynasty reached more than 200. The Chinese capitals
are long in history and rich in number. With these. no other country
in the world can compare.

In China, as a rule. a capital was the concentrated representa-
tive of politics.economy and culture of the dynasty. So. the study
of these capitals 15 also the most important subject in the study
of Chinese historical geography and history of Chinese cities. In
recent years, the study of them both at home and abroad has become
more and more active. In our country., the Ancient Chinese Capital
Society has been established and a series of periodicals of Ancient
Capitals published. In the meanwhile. three yearly scientific
conferences have been held one after another in Xian. Nanjing
and Luoyang Abroad. monographs about the study of Chinese Capitals
and cities have been published in Japan, Europe. South and North
America.

To meet the needs of study of Chinesc Capitals, we gathered up
the pictures of Chinese capitals (including secondary capitals) which
were scattered in articles and books in the past and present.
arranged them by their catagories and periods. and compiled the
book “ Atlas of Historical Capitals of China ” .

In this book., more than two thousand sketch maps and pictures
concerned are gathered from Xia Dynasty to the Republic
of China(1949). Mainly they are cities’ plane figures. cities’ imagined
restored maps sketches of archaeological exploring. woodcuts in
old articles and books. pictures of restored building. pictures of
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important unearthed historical relics of capitals. some other famous
paintings of the capitals and photographs of the relics in stock. And
for the purpose of making up something missing. we took some
photographs and drew up some maps on the spots. All of the sketch
maps have their footnotes and brief interpretations. This book
gives a general picture of the capitals® politics. economy. culture.
social life. architecture and layout of cities. etc. It also reflects the
developing process of Chinese capitals. gathers up the significant
achievements concerning the study of Chinese capitals.

It also can be used as references for practical work, teaching
or study of history. archaeology. geography. achitecture. city-planning,
designing. and also some concerning departments in colleges and
universities.

This book is divided into four volumes. the contents of which
are as follows:

Volume . Introduction and the capitals of from Xia, Shang
and Zhou Dynasties

Volume [I: Capitals of Qin.Han. Wei. Jin. Sui and Tang Dy-
nasties.

Volume [iI: Capitals of Dynasties from Song. Yuan.Ming toQing.

Volume [v: Capitals after the Revolution of 1911 and some other
important cities and appendix. |

In this book. only the sketch maps during the founding period
of the capital are to be collected.For the convenience of comparative
study. we have tried our best to collect wholesomely the sketch maps
of different forms and various views of the same city.

There are two appendixes in this book . (1) The index of re-
search documents of Chinese capitals. Its gathering Principles are just
the same as those of the book . that is in addition to synthetical docu-
ments. only the ones studying its founding period are to be collected.
(2) Schedule of Chinese capitals. Brief forms are used to compile the
general situation of the building of every dynasty’s capital for the
readers to look up more easily.

(translate by Liu Weiping x| 4 5% %)
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