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1 HOW TO GET
MARKS ON LISTE
COMPREHENSION F

In order to get higher marks on listening comprehension for TOEFL, it
is necessary to have a good “ear” for English, which can only be obtained
with a great deal of practicc. However, listening techniques can be very help.
ful to you. Suggested listening techniques:

1. Psychological preparation

You don’t have to understand every word and every phrase. The most
important thing is to try to grasp the main idea. If you are not sure of the
correct answer to a question, you shouldn’t be disconcerted, but do what
guess work you can and go on to the next question.

II. Skim the four choices before listening

(1) Always look at the choices before listening and try to imagine what kind
of question you will be asked. (Who? Why? When? How? How much?
and so forth.)

Example |
You will read: (A) George is a dealer.
(B) George is a baker.
(C) George is a car salseman.
(D) George is a pharmacist.
You can imagine that the question will be about a person’s profession.
So when you hear:
George sells doughnuts, pastry, and cake in his store.
You know choice (B) is the best answer. The words doughnuts, pastry,
and cake indicate that George is a baker.
Example [ .
When yourcad: (A) On the steps.
(B) By the window.
(C) At a store.
(D) In a bank.
You know that the question will be about a place. Therefore, when you
hear:
Man: T nced to cash this check.



Woman: Will you step right over to the teller’s window, please?
Question: Where is the conversation probably taking place?

You know choice (D) is the best answer because “I need to cash this
check” shows that this conversation is taking place in a bank.

(2) If there arc several short choices for any question, be preparced to put a

3

check mark next to any of those words which are mentioned in the read-
ing. In this way, you will be prepared for a question such as: Which of the
following items was not mentioned?
Example
The answer choices arc:
(A) bread. (B) milk. (C) icecream. (D) becer.
If you put a check mark next to each thing as it is mentioned, the one
that is not checked will be the onc that was not mentioned.
Note: Don't forget to crase the check marks before turning in your an-
swer booklet.
If you see the answers to a question are figures, writc down cach figure as
itis read.
Example |
You will read: (A) [1:33. (B) 11:27.
(Cy 11:10. (D) 11:16.
You will hear: Woman: What’s the time by your watch?
Man: Eleven—thirty. But it’s three minutes slow.
Question: What’s the correct time?
Write down the two figures: 11:30 and 3.
11:30+3 = 11:33
Therefore, you should choose answer (A).
Exampic I
You will read: (A) $2.00 each. (B) $3.00each.
(C) $ 10.00 cach. (D) $4.00cach.
You will hear: Man: Prices are really going up. T had to pay three
dollars for a shirt yesterday, and 1 used to
pay only two.
Woeman: I know what you mean. My sweaters cost mc
over ten now.
Question: How much do shirts cost now?
While listening, write down the following:
Shirt $ 3 (Now), § 2 (Before)
Sweater $ 10
since you are asked the-price of shirts now, choice (B) is the correct an-
SWCer.

._2__
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Always answer what you arce asked

Example:
You will hear: Can you tell me where John went?
You will read: (A) Yes, he went.
(B) He went to the movies.
(C)He went last night.
(D) He told me he went.
Here, you are asked “Where”, so you should choosc answer (B).

Try to think of alternative ways of expressing the meaning of
the words

Example 1
Youwill read: (A) She ordered a painting for the house.

(B) She hired somcone to paint the house.

(C) She built the house.

(D) She hid in the house.
You will hear: Man: Your house looks nice.

Woman: Thad it painted.

Question: What did the woman do?
In the conversation the woman’s statement “I had it painted” is thc same
as “She hired somecone to paint the house.”, so choice (B) is the correct
answer.
Example 0
You will read: {A)She is seldom happy.

(B) She likes her new job.

(C) She hardly likes her new job.

(D) She doesn’t like her new job.
You will hear: Woman: Is Millie happy in her new job?

Man: T have seldom seen her happier.

Qucstion: What does the man’s reply mean?
Here, in the man’s statement “I have seldome seen her happier” we have
the structure “The negative + the comparison” used to show a positive
meaning. So choice (B) is the correct answer.
According to the above examples, it is important to learn expressions,
idioms and grammatical structures which are commen in English speech.

Locate key words which usually lead to correct answers

Example
You will read: (A) Student—Teacher



(B) Client~Lawyer
(C) Waitress—Customer
(D) Patient—Doctor
You will hear: Woman: I’d appreciate your personal opinion. Do you
think 1 should sue the company?
Man: Not really. I think that we can scttle this cut
of the court.
Question: What is the probable relationship between the
two speakers?
The key word here is “court,” which will easily remind people of
Mawyer,” So choice (B) is most likely to be the correct answer. It matters
little whether or not you know the words “sue” and *client.”

- VI. Pay attention to the word "but”

Very often the words after “but” are what you are asked.
Example
You will read: (A) The day after tomorrow.
(B) Tomorrow,
(C) Next week.
(D) Today.
You will hear: Woman: Have you heard if Mr. Thompson is coming
back tomorrow?
Man: He was supposed to arrive next week, but he’s
coming the day after tomorrow.
Question: When will Mr. Thompson arrive?
There are three expressions of time in this conversation. Among them
the words after “but” “he’s coming the day after tomorrow” is the an-
swer to the question. Therefore, you should choose answer (A).

Vi. Pay attention to sound—linking, weak sounds, and contracted
forms

For example, “called off” is pronounced as “Ka:1 — daf*, “for a cab” is
pronounced as ”f2 — ra — k&b”; “mas ~ tav” is the weak sound of "must
have”; “he’d rather” is the coutracted form of “he would rather.”
Besides the methods mentioned above, in order to improve your score
on listening comprehension section you should also

(1) Watch news and weather reports on television or listen to them on

the radio.
(2) Attend lecturcs if there are any at your school.
(3) Try to learn more about history, geography, politics, philosophy,

__4_.



cconomics, biology, society, etc.
Lastly, if you miss a question, always study the script. Look up any
words you don't know and study grammatical expressions that have
caused you trouble. \
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DERSTANDING
LISTENIN Cé_ PR

COMPREHENSION
OR TOEFL

Test

In this section of the test, you will have an opportunity to demonstrate your
ability to understand spoken English. There are three parts to this section,
with special directions for cach part.

Part A

Directions: For each question in Part A, you will hear ashort sentence. Each
sentence will be spoken just one time. The sentences you hear will not be
written out for you. Therefore, you must listen carefully to understand what
the speaker says.

After you hear a sentence, read the four choices in your test book, marked
(A), (B), (C), and, (D), and decide which one is closcst in meaning to the sen-
tence you heard. Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the question
and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have
chosen. Fill in the space so that the letter inside the oval cannot be scen.

Example I  Sample Answer

®®00

You will hear:

You will read: (A) Mary outswam the others.
(B) Mary ought to swim with them.
(C) Mary and her friends swam to the island.
(D) Mary’s friends owned the island.

The speaker said, “Mary swam out to the island with her friends.” Sentence
(C), "Mary and her friends swam to the island,” is closest in meaning to the
sentence you heard. Therefore, you should choose answer (C).

Example [I Sample Answer

®000D

You will hear:
You will read: (A) Please remind me to read this book.

.__6.__



(B) Could you help me carry these books?
(C) Tdon’t mind if you help me.
(D) Do you have a héavy course load this term?

The speaker said, “Would you mind helping me with this load of books?”
Sentence (B), “Could you help me carry these books?” is closest in meaning to
the sentence you heard. Therefore, you should choose answer (B).

1. (A) He returned from abread tend the game unless [
“just in time. had a ticket.
(B) He hasn’t stopped talking (C) The ticket takers never go
about his trip to Spain. anywhere during the
(C) His Spanish improved be- game,
cause he lived abroad. (D) I could come and go with-
(D) His Spanish lessons were out a ticket after the
very expensive. game began.

2. (A) The eraser on the pencil is 5. (A) Only a few part=-time jobs

gone. are open to students.
(B) My pants will be extremely (B) Few students have time to
short. go to parties.
(C) 1 can no longer raisc my (C) Only a few students are
knee. willing to take the jobs.
(D) My friend will no longer (D) Four of the students have
race her. time free in which to
work.
3. (A) Are the hamburgers any
good at the snack bar? 6. (A) She used to come to this
(B) You <can buy good terminal.
hamburgers at the snack (B) Why is computer temi-
bar. nology so confusing?
(C) The hamburgers at that (C) I ought to stop commuting
snack bar are getting bet- from this terminal.
ter. (D) Is this the terminal I'm
(D) Where is the snack bar supposed to use?
that sells the best ‘
hamburgers? 7. (A) Don’t fill the washing ma-
chine with too many
4. (A) Tickets were not needed for clothes.
the outdoor game. (B) Those clothes can’t be
(B) I would be unable to at- ~ washed in the machine.

__7_



11.

(C) Don’t leave your clothes in
the washer.

(D) You forgot about washing
those clothes.

(A) The registrar’s office is on
the right.

(B) The cashier is to the right
of the registrar’s office.

(C) The registrar and cashier
are the same person.

(D) The registrar and cashier
are in the same office.

(A) She must have mis-
understood me.
(B) What she’s saying is

unclear to me.

(C) She’s explaining what 1
don’t understand.

(D) 'm beginning to under-

stand her.
. (A) Cindy found one true
friend.
(B) Cindy has thoughtful and
sincere friends.

(C) Cindy is a very genuinc
and considerate friend.

(D) Cindy wondered about her
friend.

(A) Math is not the only sub-
gctIenjoy.

(B) I used to study just math.

(C) I wish I'd spent more time
on math,

(D) If a more advanced math
course were offered, T'd
enroll in it.

- 8 =

12

13.

14,

15.

16.

(A) Nobody got to the meeting
before she did.

(B) She was in a hurry to get to
the meeting.

(C) They met her at the door.

(D) It was late when she left
the meeting.

(A) T was ready for a real
change.

(B) I found he had already
read everything.

(C) I change my mind about it
cvery day.

(D) T was pleased to discover
everything was ready.

(A) Sally gave the speech when
the original specaker be-
came ill.

(B) Sally’s spcech was a re-
markable introduction to
the topic.

(C) The speech was just ending
when Sally came in.

(D) Had Sally not been sick,

she would have intro-
duced the spcaker.

(A) 1 think this tableis free.
(B) This isn’t the table T asked
for.
(C) Isn’t this . table being
served?
(D) Do you think this table is
ours?

(A) The secretary was French.
(B) He's the club secretary.



(C) The French club was grades.
closed. (C) She didn’t see the mistakes.
(D) He’s living close to the (D) She read the paper on the
club. air.

17. (A) This tour was a waste of

19. (A) We made the coffeec our-

time. selves.
(B) I learned a lot from this (B) The coffee helped us a lot.
tour. (C) We got coffec on our own.
(C) Have there been any tours (D) Our coffee is on the shelf.
today?

20. (A) I never trusted you.
(B) I think I can trust you.
(C) I thought you trusted me.
(D) T was wrong to have trust.
ed you.

(D) Did you go on this tour?

18. (A) She looked through my
paper three times.
(B) She couldn’t find my

Part B

Directions: In Part B you will hear short conversations between two
speakers. At the end of each conversation, a third person will ask a question
about what was said. You will hear each conversation and question about it
just one time. Therefore, you must listen carefully to understand what each
speaker says. After you hear a conversation and the guestion about it, read
the four possible answers in your test book and decide which one is the best
answer to the question you heard. Then, on your answer sheet, find the num-
ber of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the
answer you have chosen. :
Look at the following example.

Sample Answer
B ©CO

You will read: (A) Present Professor Smith with a picture.

(B) Photograph Professor Smith.

(C) Put glass over the photograph.

(D) Replace the broken headlight.

You will hear:

From the conversation you learn that the woman thinks Professor Smith
would like a photograph of the class. The best answer to the question “What
does the woman think the class should do?” is (A), “Present Professor Smith
with a picture.” Therefore, you should choose answer (A).

21. (A) He’s too busy to exercise.



