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Preface - ; e

_ o Z .
Contemporary people usually exclaim: “the earth is getting smaller and smaller”. On

one hand, this reflects the gradual development of communication and transportation which

make people within easy reach of any corner of the earth. On the other hand, this exhibits

the age of interminable adaptation and everlasting exhaustion of earth resources an era

of harmonious coexistence between human being and natural environment is gone forev-
er. People feel anxiously that the survival and development of human being are being threat- ’
ened. As consequences of the rapid development of science and technology, the environmen-
tal problems appear prominent. One who creates the problem should solve it. Under the
spiritual responsibility for the earth and our offspring, we are obliged to restrain ourselves.
We are also urged to explore scientific methods and invent new technology conscientiously.
Inexorably,we will find a course in which socioeconomic activities harmeniously coexist with
natural environment. This is the question that sustainable development ought to deal with.

In June of 1992, more than 100 government and country leaders participated the UN
Conference on Environment and Development, and the conference passed the Rio Declara-
tion, Agenda 21, and other important documents. This conference encouraged governmental
pledge to promote sustainable development in the whole world, and it also required each
country under the guidance of Agenda 21 to stipulate the strategy of sustainable development
and implement this strategy in practice. Paying close attention to this conference, the Chi-
nese government has decided to fulfil the international duty so that the current rapid socioe-
conomic development of China is accorded with requirements of sustainable development. In
just about one year, under the leadership of China’s National Planning Commission and Chi-
na’s National Science and Technology Commission, China’ Agenda 21 is compiled. Trying
to follow a course of sustainable development with Chinese characteristics, China’s Agenda
21 propounds China’s strategy of sustainable development. This agenda proposes a series of
policies, measures, and activity plans to achieve the harmonious advancement in coordination
of economy, society, resources, and environment. The contents of China’s Agenda 21 are
rich and broad, for the coverage of China’s Agenda 21 ranges from fields related to socioeco-
nomic development to several dozens of fields of natural science and technology. China’s A-
genda 21 includes a number of scientific research projects. . To implement this grand plan,
our Chinese government is on the way to select some priority projects and is going to incorpo-
rate these priority projects into the national sociceconomic development plan.

Being active in China’s contemporary reform and development, Peking University will
continuously preserve and develop the advantage of researching and training in fundamental
sciences, and will simultaneously strengthen and widen the scope of teaching and researching
in applied fields. Being vigorously involved in the great enterprise of socialist modernization ,
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Peking University is pursuing her objective of serving society as the invadable responsibility.
With her abundance of intellectual and human resources and with the advantages of com-
prechensiveness of natural sciences and liberal arts as well as completeness of diverse disci-
plines, Peking University has both the responsibility and ability to contribute herself to the
undertaking of China’s sustainable development. Because of these, we actively organized
scholars, teachers, and graduate students in our university to involve in the compilation of
China’s Agenda 21 and the designing of priority projects. At the same time, under the sup-
port of China’s National Planning Commission, China’s National Science and Technology
Commission, and China’s Education Commission, we established a collaborative research or-
ganization, Research Centre for Sustainable Development of China in Peking University,
which involves in many. colleges and disciplines of both sciences and liberal arts. More than a
dozen work units of the university are affiliated with the centre, they include the Centre for
Environmental Science, Institute of Remote Sensing Technology and Application, Depart-
ment of Urban and Environmental Science, Research Centre of Information Science, Geogra-
phy Department, Geophysics Department, College of Economics, College of Business Ad-
ministration, Law Department, Sociology Department, Research Centre of Management Sci-
ence, Institute of Sociology and Anthropology Research, Institute of Population Research,
and Research Institute of Advanced Education Science, Life Science College. The establish-
ment of the Research Centre for Sustainable Development of China in Peking University
manifested the desire of Peking University to apply herself to China’s Agenda 21, and
showed great resolution of Peking University to endow herself in the research of sustainable
development which has Chinese own characteristics. The establishment also showed the
strength of the collective intellectual and human resources of diverse departments, insti-
tutes, and research centres and demonstrated the spirit of collective cooperation. It is a first
practical step towards achieving our grand objective of China’ sustainable development- Ac-
cording to requirements of China’s Agenda 21, the Action, and China’s priority projects,
the research centre will arrange research projects,devise work plans, and develop training
programs of various specialities.

The research and implementation of sustainable development are a complex systems en-
gineering. As a great and comprehensive research project, the sustainable development in-
volves not only theories and practical policies of miscellaneous disciplines of social sciences
such as economics, law, politics, sociology, education, and demography but also numerous
fields of natural science and technology such as the utilization of natural resources, environ-
mental protection, industry, agriculture, transportation, communication, and medicine. A
person who does this kind of research or practical work not only needs to have a solid mas-
tery of his own field of expertise but also has to have an unclouded understanding of related
fields and related requirements of sustainable development. People from assorted disciplines
result in variety of understandings of problems, research methods, study tactics, and even
bring about discrepancies in definitions and methodological terms. This is the difficulty that
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the multi-disciplinary research is often confronted with. However, this difficulty can be
overcome if everyone has an attitude of learning from each other, being modest and prudent
in learning, seeking common ground while reserving differences, overcoming one’s weakness
by acquiring other’s strong points, and incorporating things of diverse nature. With this
right attitude and with the complementarity of various advantages and convergence of various
strong points, we are able to solve questions easily. This is a wonder that the multi-disci-
plinary research can usually yield. Finally in this regard, I feel worthwhile to use a sentence
to emphasize that the most important and also the most essential aspect of sustainable devel-
opment research is to deepen and widen our insight, and provide favourable ambience of mu-
tual understanding. :

Because of this important feature, the first thing after the establishment of the Research
Centre for Sustainable Development of China in Peking University was to organize a acientific
meeting. In the meeting, people who are affiliated with the centre introduced their current
research works on the China’s sustainable development, and enhanced their mutual under-
standing. The meeting received more than 90 articles, which highlighted Peking University’s
concern about China’s sustainable development. In this symposium we list the titles and ab-
stracts of most of the articles. Because in the past we did not organize this kind of activity
and more importantly we did not have reciprocal exchange of ideas before the meeting, arti-
cles in this symposium may express views on China’s sustainable development from disparate
angles, with different depths, and with dissimilar magnitudes of association with sustainable
development. Nevertheless, these articles reflect the research situation and breadth of inves-
tigation of scholars of Peking University on various problems of sustainable development. In
addition, these articles have laid a solid foundation of mutual understanding, which is signif-
icant in future cooperative research. These articles have also made people who are concerned
with sustainable development have a general understanding of researches at Peking Universi-
ty and of basic research in China’s sustainable development.

New things are always young, and youths are invariably full of life. We believe confi-
dently that when we publish our next symposium in future, on some questions of China’s

sustainable development, the future researches will become more systematic and accom-

plished.

, Wang Yiqiu

Deputy President
Peking University
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