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A Few Words of Introduction to a New Edition

of The Yenching Journal of Chinese Studies

Hou Renzhi

The Yenching Journal of Chinese Studies was originally a learned journal
published by Yenching University, then a private university. It first appeared
in 1927, was devoted to the study of China’s cultural heritage and soon became
internationally known. After the publication of the Journal’s 40th number in
1951, Yenching University became nationalized. The next year saw the amal-
gamation of the universities, and Yenching merged with Peking University.
The Journal discontinued. The copies still extant became much coveted, so
that the Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House photo-stated all 40 num-
bers of The Yenching Journal of Chinese Studies and put them on sale. Readers
regarded The Yenching Journal of Chinese Studies as on a level with The Kuo
Hsio Chi-k’an: A Journal of Sinological Studies of Peking University, The
Tsing Hua Journal and The Bulletin of the National Research Institute of
History and Philology of Academia Sinica. All four journals enjoyed the same
international fame.

In recent years, under the policy of reform and opening up to the outside
world, the national economy has developed at high speed, and education and
culture followed in an upsurge. The Alumni Association of Yenching Universi-
ty joined hands with the Branch Campus of Peking University and formed the
present Yenching Graduate Institute with the approval of the Beijing Bureau of
Higher Education. It was formally established in 1993. The Yenching Gradu-
ate Institute aims to continue its high standards of study and scholarship, train
research students of every branch of knowledge as before, and further promote

our nation’s traditional culture. We will make The Yenching Journal of Chinese

.2.
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Studies again a publication that will follow the past and look forward to the fu-
ture. We Yenching alumni consider it our duty to let our readers share our con-
fidence in our success. In view of the republication of The Yenching Journal of
Chinese Studies we cordially invite scholars at home and abroad who are inter-
ested in our nation’s cultural heritage to support us by contributing to this

Journal.
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