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ON THE EXPLOITATION OF WATER AND LAND RESOURCES
IN ARID ZONE OF NORTHWEST CHINA IN RECENT 40 YEARS

Wang Shuji

(Xinjiang Institwte of Geography Acdemia  Sinica)
Abstract

With plentful land resources and poor water resources which distribute quite
irregularly, there exists a serious unbalance between the land and the water in the arid
lands of Northwest China, which include the whole area of Xinjiang, Qaidam Basin in
Qinghai Province, the area of Hexi Corridor in Gansu Province and the Alxa Plateau in
Nei Mongol and Hui Autonomous Region of Ningxia. In recent 40 years, irrigated area
has increased largely due to the rapid growth of population. After the building of 650 reser-
voirs in different scales as well as the efforts made on the improvement of irrigating
systems, an irrigauon agriculture has been formed, from which huge benefit has been de-
rived in economic development.

However, in the exploitation of the water and land resources there remain some prob-
lems. such as the desertification and salinization of farmlands caused by unreasonable use
of water, and ecological disturbance in some area, all of which need to be dealt with
carefully,
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