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The forest from which Man takes his timber is the tallest and
most impressive plant community on Earth. In terms of Man’s brief
life it appears permanent and unchanging,save for the seasonal growth
and fall of the leaves, but to the forester it represents the climax.of a
long succession of events.

No wooded landscape we today has been forest for all time. Plants
have minimum requirements of temperature and moisture and, in ages
past, virtually every part of Earth’s surface has at some time been ei-
ther too dry or too cold for plants to survive. However, as soon as cli-
matic conditions change in favour of plant life,a fascinating sequence of
changes occurs, called a primary succession.

First to colonize the barren land are the lowly lichens, surviving on
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bare rock. Slowly , the acids produced by these organisms crack the rock
surface, plant debris accumulates, and mosses establish a shallow root-
holt. Ferns may follow and, with short grasses and shrubs, gradually
form a covering of plant life. Roots probe even deeper into the develo-
ping soil and eventually large shrubs give way to the first trees. These
grow rapidly, cutting off sunlight from the smaller plants, and soon es-
tablish complete domination—closing their ranks and forming a climax
community which may endure for thousands of years.

Yet even this community is not everlasting. Fire may destroy it
outright and settlers may cut it down to gain land for pasture or culti-
vation. [f the land is then abandoned, a secondary succession will take
over, developing much faster on the more hospitable soil. Shrubs and
trees are among the early invaders, their seeds carried by the wind, by
birds and lodged in the coats of mammals.

For as long as it stands and thrives, the forest is a vast machine
storing energy and the many elements essential for life.

1. Why does the forest strike mankind as permanent?

A)The trees are so tall.

B)It is renewed each season.

“C)Our lives are short in comparison.

g) It is an essential part of our lives.

2. What has sometimes caused plants to die out in the past?

A) Interference from foresters.

B‘)Variations in climate.

C)the absence of wooded land.

D)the introduction of new types of plants.
3.In a “primary succession” , what makes it possible for mosses to take
root?

A)The type of rock.

4 -
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B) The amount of sunlight.

9) the amount of moisture.
D) the effect of lichens.

4.What conditions are needed for shrubs to become established?
4y Ferns must take root.
B) The ground must be covered with grass.
C)More soil must accumulate.
D)Smaller plants must die out.

5.Why is a “secondary succession” quicker?
A)The ground is more suitable.
B) There is more space for new plants.
ClBrids and animals bring new seeds.

D)1t is supported by the forest.
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The cities and towns of American still maintain the pride of place
that has always distinguished them, but it is a pride seen in the context
of the large womn the old narrowness that stifled explo-
ration and snapped minds shut. Provincialism in the old pejorative
sense-blindness and insensitivity to all beyond a narrow view—is prac-
tically disappearing before the realities of modern U. 8. life. It is hard
to be narrow when TV shows yesterday’ s battles in Vietnam, when
one out of five Americans moves each year, and when the small-towner
can often afford the same cars for his garage or the same clothes for his
wile as the old rich East.

Its passing was smoothed by the fact that, even at its worst, U.
S. provincialism always contained an element of pride that its classical
European prototype never had. In Europe the provinces were provinces
by virtue of conquest or because a single city—be it Paris, Rome, or
London—so dominated an entire nation that the outlanders were auto-
matically relegated to inferior status. The U. S. was founded by a
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compact, none of the 13 colonies felt themselves provinces within the
new nation. Each state joined the union as an act of consent, not of
compulsion, and each, as the tide of nationhood moved westward,
came to think of itself as more self-reliant than its brothers to the East.
1. According to passage, material wealth, knowledge of world news,
and mobility are characteristic of

A) U.S. provincialism.

B) European provincialism.

C) classical European city life.

D) modern U.S. life.
2. The word “provincial” is supposed to make one think of

A) exploration of one place.

B) narrow-mindedness.

C) self-reliance.

D) moving westward.
3. What was responsible for European provincialism?

A) Its classical prototype.

B) Lack of pride and self-reliance.

C) Conquest or domination by a single city.

D) Lack of communication and insensitivity.
4. American provincialism is distinguished from European provincialism
because American provincialism

A) was not as virtuous as that of Europe.

B) was revolutionary.

C) was classical.

Q) was proud.
5. American provincialism is now

A) becoming more sensitive.

B) more self-reliant.



