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To the student

¥ ¥ K

Up to now, your study of English has probably focused on the study of English grammar and vocabu-
lary. You already know quite a lot about what the rules of English grammar are, and how to form sen-
tences in English. This knowledge provides an important foundation for you, but it is not enough to en-
able you to speak English fluently. In order to develop conversational listening and speaking skills,
you need practice in these skills, and this is what New Person to Person aims to give you.

The focus of each unit in New Person to Person is not grammar. Instead, each unit focuses on conver-
sational tasks or functions such as introducing yourself, talking about likes and dislikes, inviting some-
one to go somewhere, and so on. In order to take part in English conversations, it is necessary to
learn how these and other common functions are used in English.

New Person to Person gives you opportunities to listen to native speakers. It also gives you guided
practice in using many conversational functions. This is done in the following way:

Every unit has two sections. Each section begins with a con-
CONVERSATIONS versation that includes examples of the functions you will be
studying in that section. Listen to them on the cassette or as
your teacher reads them. You can use them to improve your
understanding of spoken English and to hear the language
used in both business and social situations.

Each function that you hear in the conversation is presented
GIVE IT A TRY separately. You will be able to concentrate on each one and
practice it with a partner until you feel comfortable with it.
You will also learn different ways to say the same thing and
have the chance to practice using your own ideas.

Both sections in each unit end with the opportunity for you to
LISTEN TO THIS use what you have learned. You will hear conversations that
will help you with real-life listening tasks such as finding out
opening and closing times, getting directions, and listening
to and writing down information on forms.

At the end of each unit, you and your partner will work to-
PERSON TO PERSON gether to solve a problem based on the functions you have
just learned. Each of you will have information that the other
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needs, so you will have to listen to and speak to each other
carefully, often using ideas and opinions of your own.

We hope you will find that learning to speak and understand English is easier than you think. Like any
skill, it involves practice. New Person to Person will guide you through various types of practice,
moving from controlled to free use of the language. You can review what you have learned both within
each unit and in special review units. The Let’s Talk and Review Units provide you with the opportuni-
ty to use both the language and your imagination.

Because you will usually work with a partner, New Person to Person gives you as much conversation-
al practice as is possible in a classroom situation. Remember, as you practice, that communication is
more than just words: People “say” a lot with their faces, their bodies, and their tone of voice.

As you practice with your partner, don’t keep your eyes “glued to the book. " Instead, use the “read
and look up” technique: Look at your line before you speak. Then immediately look at your partner,
make eye contact, and say the line as if you were acting. You may look down at your lines as often as
you need to, but look at your partner when you speak. This will improve your fluency.

In addition to the language presented in each unit, here are some expressions that will be very useful
to you—both in and outside of class.

a. Please say that again. e. What does __ mean”?
b. 'm sorry. | don’t understand. f. I don’t know.

c. Please speak more slowly. g. May | ask a question?
d. How do you say ____ in English? h. How do you spell ___ ?

The speaking and listening practice you get in this book will give you a firm basis for using English out-
side the classroom and when talking to other speakers of English person to person.
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CONVERSATION 1
NICE TO MEET YOU.

fhis s & barbecue.
What happens ab barbecues?

k=] Barb: Ummm. Those burgers smell great. It's a perfeé :day for a barbecue.
Mike: It sure is. I'm glad it didn't rain. My name’s Mike Gates, by the way.
Barb: Oh, hi! 'm Barbara Johnson. Nice to meet you.
Mike: I'm sorry. What's your name again?
Barb: Barbara. But please, just call me Barb.
Mike: So Barb. .. what do you do?
Barb: I'm studying medicine.
Mike: Really? Where?
 Barb: AtHarvard. What about you?




GIVE IT A TRY

1. INTRODUCING YOURSELF

Introduce yourself to your classmates.
2. GETTING THE NAME RIGHT

Notice how you can ask for and get clarification.

; Practice Introduce yourself to other classmates. This time ask the person to repeat

his/her first, last, or full name.

3. ASKING SOMEONE’S OCCUPATION

_m Ask your partner for his/her occupation. Ask other classmates.

.2/ NEWPERSON TO PERSON



Practice

LISTEN TO THIS

4. ASKING FOR MORE INFORMATION

+ What do you do? < What do you do?

4 I'm a student. + I'm an engineer.

+ Really? What school 4 Really? What company
doyougoto? do you work for?

¢ ({lgoto) ] Boston College.  + | work for Suzukl
Seneca College. a _s‘tgei;company.

+ What are you studying? <+ What do you do there exactly?

< (I study) | Business. + I'm | a secretary. ,
('min) | Engineering. | in Human Resources.
Nursing. in sales.

Interview your partner and find out what he/she does. Use one of the models
above.

Listen to these conversations and complete the information below.

Conversation 1
Man's name:.............ccooreoeenerrneens! Bradley Woman's name: ...........coon..n... Owens
OCCUPALION: ..o ereenn Occupation:

Conversation 2

Woman's name:...........o.ccoovvvn Jackson Man's name: ..o, Hunt
She StUIES: ... eeceres e He StUIES: ...
She BOBS t0:.......eeeeeeeeeeeereseseson HE 80€S 07 ..ooovooeeeeeeeereeereeeees e

....................................... Pirelli Woman's name: ......................Yamada
HIS COMPANY: .....ooooeeeee oo Her company:

NEW PERSON TO PERSON /3




' CONVERSATION 2
COULD | HAVE YOUR NAME.PLEASE?

Officer: Yes, can | help you?

Ms. Paine: I'd like to open a savings account.

Officer:  Certainly. First we'll have to fill out a few forms. Could I have your
name, please?

Ms. Paine: It's Paine, Sarah Paine.

Officer:  And how do you spell your last name?

‘Ms. Paine: It's P-A-[-N-E. '

Officer:  Thank you. Next, is it Miss, Mrs., or Ms.?

Ms. Paine: | prefer Ms. -

Officer:  Fine. Now, could | please have your address, Ms. Paine?

Ms. Paine: 2418 Greystone Road.

Officer:  Is that in Chicago?

Ms. Paine: Yes, that's right. The zip code is 60602.

Officer:  OK, and please give me your telephone number.

Ms. Paine: It's 364-9758. _ B

Officer: 364-9758. All right. And finally, Ms. Paine, what is your occupation?

Ms. Paine: | work at City Hospital. I'm a lab assistant.

Officer:  Fine. | just need some ID, and we'li be all set.

onunciation Focus

In compound nouns, the first noun has
heavier stress and a higher pitch,
Listen and repeat.

SAVINGS account  TELEPHONE number
ZIP code LAB assistant

Now practice the conversation.
| Pay attention to compound nouns,

EW PERSOMN T PERSON



