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Foreword

An adequately vivid nickname is always produced by a particu-
lar social atmosphere. Not only does it carry the wit of everyday
life, but it also differs from the pretence normally characterizing the
so-called“orthodox culture”. When a traditional culture confronts an
imminent precariousness, it is also the time for a new culture to be
ready to sprout.

The Republic of China (Minguo) during the 1920’s and 1930’s
was right situated in such a historical period. Accordingly, a large
number of Minguo celebrities’ nicknames appeared at that time.
Such appearance can be regarded as a cultural phenomenon. The
Minguo celebrities'nicknames were formed through various means,
which may generally be classified as the following four kinds of imi-
tations, that is, pronunciations, manners, incidents experienced,
and temperaments.

After all, the most important feature of the Minguo celebrities’
nicknames was humor. Originated from almost intimately intuitional
observations, these nicknames, be they commendatory or derogato-
ry, are mostly kind and leisurely. Therefore, the purpose of my re-
viewing of the nicknames of the Minguo celebrities, is to provide
readers with an opportunity to observe, in a distance as near as pos-
sible, those who had been active in the history of the Republic of
China. '
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