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Message from the Honorary President

Throughout the history of music, composers have always served as the impetus to
musical changes and development. Whether it be Western composers such as Bach,
Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, Debussy, Stravinsky, Ligeti, Lutoslawski or Chinese
contemporaries such as Huang Zi, Xian Xing-hai, He Zhan-hao,Chen Gang; they have
set new trends and directions through their compositions in different eras. Not only
did they establish cultural traditions, they also provided performers, teachers, students
and publishers with valuable resources for the music industry as well as personal
enjoyment. Hence, Serge Koussevitzky, the geat conductor, said at the UNESCO House
in Paris, 1950: "The composer is the ultimate creator and source of our great arts. To
him we are indebted for the spiritual wealth of music; the cultural wealth of musical
literature past and present, the material wealth of the expanding musical profession
and industry.”

This booklet compiles all the major works by Hong Kong composers. Even though
written in various forms and styles, each piece is the fruit of their hard work leaving a
footprint in the development of Hong Kong music in the latter half of the 20th century.
I earmestly urge performers, publishers, radio and TV stations as well as listeners to
choose these works for this is the best way and duty 1o preserve and promote local
music culture. I also invite listeners and performers abroad to explore such works in
order that their scope of music appreciation be expanded through such musical
exchange. During the past 20 to 30 years, there has been a rapid growth in Hong Kong
industries and business which have acquired an intemational significance; likewise,
Hong Kong musical activities have also won an increasing popularity in the
international scene!

) \""g_,_(a
Doming Lam
Honorary President,

Hong Kong Composers' Guild
30 May 1997
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Message from the Founding Chairman

Some thoughts on Composing

This is not an essay, nor a proper message with viewpoints. Just some thoughts
regarding the mysterious art of music and music composition. But let’s begin with a
truly admirable poem by one of my most favourite Chinese poets, Prol. Yu Kwong-
chung:

Inspiration (1952)

You, sparkling, duzzling tropical bird

Who likes to circle over the ead.

You always escape from my fist

Often leaving nothing bur a deep blue feather.

1 grarefully pick it up to decorate my hat

Which then gains extraordinary praises from passers-by,
0, how on earth could I re-capture the vanishing bird?
So that they too could make out ity beanty in its entirety!

{ #Note: forgive my fowsy rranslation in English)

How true and how sad. Beauty is a thing maore to be missed then to be enjoyed. Is
an artist a perfectionist? Always looking lor the lost beauty, unattainable and yet so
dear? How romantic!

This is perhaps a bit vld-fashioned. What about some contemporary artists? Says
the self-indulged: 1 am the maost gifted of the gifted. rarest of the 'unigue's. | am me
and I am all. I make music and that is all! .

And there is the pragmatic composer: Music is a commodity. People need music.
They crave for music. Somebody has to do it. We have the skills and talent. Let's just
do it. Who cares what we write. We serve the community and we love their adoration.
We are the music-makers and we give what they like.

Perhaps nobody is so extreme. The modern world is a host of contradictions. Mod-
ern music reflects this imperfect world in many a kaleidoscopic way. This is why it is
s0 interesting. As a composer, one must somehow ask the unaveidable question: "Why
do | want to compose? What for?" Let's see whether we could find some answers
amongst our works.

Richard Tsang

Founding Chairman,

Hong Kong Composer's Guild
4 June 1997
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Abbreviations

s

Organizations Rk

ACL The Asian Composers’ League

CASH The Composers and Authors Society of Hong Kong Ltd.

CUHK  The Chinese University of Hong Kong

HKAF  The Hong Kong Arts Festival Society Ltd.

HEKAPA  The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts

HKBU The Hong Kong Baptist University

HKCG The Hong Kong Composers’ Guild

HKCO  The Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra

HKPO The Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

HKU The University of Hong Kong

IRC International Rostrumn of Composers

1SCM International Society for Contemporary Music

RTHK Radio Television Hong Kong

Western Instruments ¥ 3% Chinese Instruments *Pll%%5%

bn bassoon B bawu BEE&

cl clarinet PWE dahu A

db double bass (& AT dizi BT

Eng hn  English horn # 8% erhu -

fl flute i ergian g

gtr guitar ik gaohu A

hn horn [15s% gehu E- 0

hp harp g= guan E

hpch  harpsicherd f % gugin HE

ob oboe HEE hugin Kz

pf pianoforte  BE liugin iz

picc piccolo Wi pipa £E

tb trombone K58 ruan .

tp trumpet g sanxian =5

va viola rgsE sheng =

ve violoncello AHE suona L]
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David GWILT

Opescule: "1t Poulenc had been a Scot

he might have written music like this.

There was vibrancy and vitality in
every bar.”

Anne Bovd,

Seuth Clhinag Marming Post, 1983

Opuscule - " I s SRR A
AT RIS A TR
B EF oI 79 A A i 5 44 )T AU A
A

fgdelie g RETLER 1983

Reflections on Themes of Schubert. ",
a marvellously evocative work.

integrating Schubert's diatonic

harmony imaginatively into his own,

mare chromatic idiom with its
endlessly coilling melodic lines.”

Hugh MacDonald,

Sowetlt Chinag Morning Poxt, 1978
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David GWILT (Honorary President)

1932
1945-50
1950

1950-55

1955
1960-70
1960-

1967
1967-70
1970
1971-92
1978-
1979

1981
1982 94

1986-G1
1986-88
1992
1996

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland

Sedbergh School, Yorkshire

Won major scholarship to study music at St. John's College.
Cambridge

Studied with Robin Orr and Philip Radcliffe at Cambridge University:
began performing career as a chamber music player and accompanist
BMus, Cambridge University

Part-time reacher at Winchester College

Freelancing as composer, performer, music critic, broadcaster and
competition adjudicator

Taught music at Winchester College of Art

Director of Studies, International Cello Centre, London

Lecturer in Music, CUHK

Head of the Departiment of Music, CUHK

General Committee, HKPO

Appeinted Reader, Department of Music, CUHK:

Member, Hong Kong Jockey Club Music Fund

Appeinted Professor of Music, CUHK

Member, Council for the Performing Arts, Chairman, Music
Commitiee

Chairman, Hong Keng Jockey Club Music Fund

Member, Council of HKAPA

Awarded the MBE for services to music and the arts in Hong Kong
Awardzd the Fellowship of HKAPA

Al (nEaR)

1932
1945-50
1950
1950)-55

1955
1960-70
1960-
1967
1967-70
1970
1971-92
1974-
1979
1979
1981
1982-94
1986-91
1986-84
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Major Compositions

Fanfare

Colloquium

for small orchestra
A Feastly Fugue
Rondino
March
Concerto for Piano and Orchestra
Symphony for Seuthport
Sinfonia da variazioni

Orchestral (Western)

commissioned by Broadcasting Commission of Scotland

Athletics
Movements

for brass, strings & percussion
Dialogues

for fl, ob & string orchestra
Variations

for string orchestra

Symphony The Journey

Scroll Painting Suite

Concerto for Cello and Chinese Orchestra
all commissioned by HKCO

Fleeting Glances
for string quartet
Variations
forvn, vc & pf
Gambol
for 12 instruments & percussion
Variants on an Original Theme
for fl, ¢l & pf
Nocturne and Aubade
for ob, cl, bass ¢l, va, vc & pf
Festal Fanfare

for brass ble ; cc issioned by HKAF

Pied Piper

Orchestral (Chinese)

Chamber

suite for wind band ; commissioned by the Music Office

Nocturne

1991
1991

1988
1973
1970
1970
1968
1967

1965
1962

1960

1953

1984

1983

1981

1996

1996

1995

1991

1989

1985

1984

1980

14

25
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