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Introduction

Guided by the socio — cultural anthropology theo-
ries, and based on the ethnic theories and policies of
China, this book carries out a thorough comparative
study on the history, politics, economy, culture and
the realistic issues of the various ethnic groups who
straddle across the border regions between Yunnan and
Burma, the Laos, Vietham and Thailand. As far as
the conients of this book is concemed, it can be clas-
sified into A. Theory and Exploration; B, Policies and
Problems; C. Cuarent Situation and Hot Topics and
D, Thinkings and Prospects. Lastly, the related aca-
demic investigations and fieldworks with the research
project on the trans — border ethnic groups of Yunnan
are also attached at the end of the book as appendices.
This book has a total number of 340,000 words.
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