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Chapter I  Geography

Section One  Geographical Poesition and Borders

1. Territory ‘

Britain comprises Great Britain (England, Wales and
Scotland )and Northern Ireland. Its full name is the United
Kingdom of Creat Britain and Northern Ireland, short for
U.K.. _

Britain constitutes the greater part of British Isles, a
group of islands lying off the northwest coast of continental
Europe. The largest of the islands is Great Britain. The
next largest consists of Northern Ireland and the Irish Re-
public. Western Scotland is fringed by the large archipelago
known as the Hedrides and to the northeast of the Scottish
maifiland are OJrkney and Shetland. These islands and isle of
Wight off the south coast of England , Anglesey off north
Wales and the Scilly Isle, are all British territories. The is-
land of Great Britain contains three parts: England in the
south, Scotland in the north, and Wales in the southwest of
England, on the west prominence between the Bristol Chan-
nel and the Dee estuary.

Northern Ireland is compised of six counties that elect-
ed to remain in the union with Great Britain when the re-
maining 26 counties of Ireland obtained autonomy in 1921.
Thereafter, the name United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland was replaced by the present name.

2. Geographical Position and Borders

Britain is an insular country. It does not share land bor-
der with any other country ecxept the Irish Republic. To the
north and east of Pritain, the seaway is open between the
coast of Iceland and Norway to the Arctic Ocean. DBritain
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faces Holland, Germany, Denmark,and Norway across the
North Sea. To the south and southeast across the English
Channel is France and Belgium. The English Channel is on-
ly 200 km wide, with the narrowest part, only 34 km wide
in the Strait of Dover. To the southwest and northwest is
the Atlantic Ocean. While directly on the west is Irish Re-
public with Irish Sea lying between Great PBritain and Ire-
land. America and Canada are on the other side of the At-
lantic Ocean.

3. Topography

Britain is just under 1,000 km from the south coast to
the extreme north of Scotland and just under 500 km across
in the widest patt.. It has a coastline of 10, 000km. In
Britain, there is no place which is more than three hours
journey by car from the sea. The coast is very varied with
perhaps the best part in the southwest of England and in"the
West of Scotland. The coast Devon and Cornwall in the
southwest are much indented.

Britain’s geological structure is rather complicated. De-
spite its size, Britain has a variety of terrains, from valleys
to cliffs. Taking the island of Great Britain as a whole, it
can be divided into two parts. In the Northwest of Great

" Britain is an area of high mountains and plateaux, a High-
land Zone. In the Southeast of Great Britain is an area of
lowlands and plains, a Lowland Zone. The dividing line rpn
roughly from the mouth of the River Exe in the southwest
to near the mouth of the River Tees in the northeast.

4. The Highland Zone C

The Highland Zone includes the Highlands, the South-
ern Uplands, the Lowlands of Sootland, the Pennines, the
Lake District of Cumbria and the Welsh Massif.

(1). The Highlands.

__2_.



The Highlands refers to the upper region. of Scotland
that contains its highest mountains and of its spectacular
scenery. The great Glen, running between William and In-
verness, form a natural divide between the Grampian or
Central Highlands and the North west Highlands, which
stretches to northwards to Cape Wrath. The mountains
have a general trend from southwest to northeast and a gen-
eral downward tilt from west to east.

The region is essentially a high ancient rock plateau of
900 — — 600m high on average, largely overlaid by sand-
stone, which has been etched and planed by successive
glaciations, and many rivers of the area form the present
magnificent wild landscape of valleys (glens) and hills. The
majority of Britain’s highest mountains nearly 300 peaks
over 913 m are found here. The highest are Grampians in
the central highlands with Ben Nevis (1,343 m), the tallest
peak. The Nogth West Highlands (and Western Isles) show
evidence of former volcanic activity;in the form of ancient
lava flows and plugs and many swilt rivers have helped cre-
ate a greatly indented rocky coastline. Soils tend to be thin
and acidic with-accumulations of peat in places, although al-
luvial deposits in the valleys and lowland fringes are more
fertile. »

This region gccounts for over half of the total area of
Scotland. But it is the most sparsely populated area in
Britain because of the economic limits to the agricultural de-
velopment of the hills.

(2). The Southern Uplands

The Southern Uplands refers to the Southern Scotland.
It consists of the denuded remains of a great mountain chain
running across the south of Scotland from the southwest to
the northeast. The higher parts of the Southern Uplands are
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mainly moorlands with rounded outlines, passing on lower
ground in the east into quiet rolling pastoral and often well
wooded country. Fringing the southern Uplands along the
shore of the Irish Sea are stretches of low ground covered
with vast amount of pasture.

(3). The Lowlands '

Between the Highland and the Southern Uplands lies a
strip of Lowland or valley , called the Lowlands. Strictly
speaking, the Lowlands refers to the belt of lowing land be-.
tween the Firth of Clyde and Firth of Forth. It was once a
shallow arm of the sea and turned to be so shallow that
swamp forests grew, and left their trace in the seams of
coal. Actually, it was here that the British central coalfields
were later found. With coal provided by the coalfields, such
as Lanark coalfield, the industry in the area developed
rapidly in the industrial revolution, and cities, like Glasgow
and Edinburgh, sprang up. It is the most important part of
Scotland with most of the industrial centres, cultivated
farmland , and three quarters of the population.

(4). The Pennines

The Pennines refers to the long narrow region of upland
that extends from the Derbyshire Peak District northwards
to the River Tyne. Sometimes called ”the Backbone of Eng-
land ”, the Pennines consists of eastwards—tilted rock for-
mations bounded in the west by downfolding and faults .
The higher part of the Pennines is the northerly limestone
region with Cross Fell (893 m) there. The central Pennines
is the more recent millstone grit region which is divided
from the limestone by the Aire Gap running roughly be-
tween Settle and Leeds, which was formed when the land
slipped between the Craven Faults some two million years
ago. Upon this basic structure, glaciation and rivers have
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carved the present landscape (high plateaux and windswept
moors in the north), while the fells to the east overlook the
valleys of Yorkshire Dales, including Wensleydale and
Swaledale, all part of Yorkshire Dales national park.

Sheep have long gazed the moors and wool formed the
basis of a thriving industry, and to which Leeds, Bradford,
Huddersfiels, Halifax, Dewbury, Batley and other towns in
the area, all owe theit early prosperity. In contrast, the
Lancashire towns of the Western Pennines specialized in co-
ton weaving, particularly Rochdale, Blackburn, and
Manchester. ‘
(5). The Lake District of Cumbria

On the Western side of the Pennines lies thé Lake Dis-
trict, a region‘of hills and lakes in the county of Cumbria in
northwest England . It is well known for its radial
drainage. The scenery of Lake District or Lakeland, is the
legacy of sequence of geological events. About 50 million
years ago the region was domeshaped with rivers radiating
from the summit. During the Ice Ages that followed, the
river valleys, called ”dales” ,were carved out from the rock
by glaciers;Lakes were formed in many valleys, while high-
er in the hills smaller lakes or tarns to be found. The land—
scape changed with various types of rocks underlying rock;
the oldest , known as the Skiddow slates, occur in the north

-of the region and have produced smooth rounded hills;
whereas further lies a belt of more rugged hills based on vol-
canic rock and including the craggy peaks of the Langdale
and Scaffel Pikes (978 m) and Sea Fell itself. Beneath the
fells lies the lakes of Wast Water, Buttermere. .. etc. Be-
twen this region and Morecamble Bay are the gentler hill
around Windermere and Coniston Water on more recent Sil-
urian rock. -
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