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Lesson One

PATTERNS

T got up at six yesterday.

Were you a worker before you came here?
Did you get up carly yesterday?

When did you get up yesterday?

What did you do yesterday?

" PATTERN DRILLS

Step One
Drill A
1. It’s Tuesday today.
It was Monday yesterday.
2. I get up at six every day.
I got up at six yesterday.
3. I have two hours of English every morning.
I had two hours of English yesterday morning.
4. Comrade Li teaches us.
Comrade Li taught us yesterday.
5. He often tells us stories.
He told us a story yesterday.
6. He often asks us questions.
He asked us a lot of questions yesterday.
7. We often have meetings on Saturday alternoons.

We had a meeting last Saturday.



10.

11,

12,

13.

14.

The meetings usually begin at two.

The meeting began at two yesterday.

We often talk about current affairs.

We talked about current affairs yesterday.

I often play basketball in the afternoon.

I played basketball yesterday afternoon.

I often come back to the classroom after supper.
I came back to the classroom after supper yesterday.
1 sometimes write letters in the evening.

1 wrote some letters yesterday evening.

We sometimes see a film in the evening.

We saw a film last night.

We go to bed at ten.

We went to bed at ten yesterday.

Drill B

1.

2.

— Were you g commune member vefore you came here?
— Yes, I was.
(No, I wasn’t.)

a worker

a middle school student

a soldier

a schoolteacher
— Was Comrade Li in Peking Zast summer?
— No, he wasn’t. He was in Yenan.

last autumn, in Shanghai

two years ago, in Tientsin

in 1966, in Shensi

in 1970, in the army in Tsinan

Drill C
— Did you get up early yesterday?



— Yes, I did.
do morning exercises yesterday
have any English yesterday morning
ask each other questions in class
make any mistakes in class
read the newspapers afder lunch
sleep well last night

Drill D
1. 1) — When did you finish middle school?
— Last July.
2) — When did you tecome a League memter?
— In 1977.
3) — When did you come to our institute?
— In August.

4) — When did school begin?
— In September.
2. 1) — What did you do after lunch?
— I went to the post office to buy some stamps.
2) — What did you do last Sunday?
— 1 went swimming,.
3) — What did you do on Sunday morning?
— I went shopping in town.
4) — What did you do after supper last Sunday?
— 1 wrote a few leiters.

Step Two
Drill E
1. — Did you go for a walk after supper yesterday?
— No, I didn’t. {

— What did you do?



— 1 had a talk with Comrade Wang.
2. — Did you learn anything new in class yesterday?
— Yes, we did.
— What did you learn?
— We studied a new text and learned a lot of new
words.
3. — Did you have a talk with Comrade Yang last night?
— Yes, I did. 4
— What did you talk about?
— We talked about a new novel.
4. — Did you have a discussion the day before yesterday?
— Yes, we did.
— What did you discuss?
— We discussed the revolution in education.
5. — Did you speak at the meeting?
— Yes, I did.
— What did you speak about?
— I spoke about my study plan.

Drill F
1. — What did your gtandfather do before liberation?
— He was a poor peasant.
— Did he have any land?
— Yes, a little, but it was very poor land.
2. — Could he support the family?
— No, he couldn’t.
— Did the family have enough to eat?
— No, they never had enough. They were always hungry.
3. — Were there often floods and droughts in your village?
— Yes, very often.
— What happened then?

RSO



— Many people died of hunger, and many had to
leave the village and go begging. Some even had to
sell their children.
4. — Did anyone in your family join the revolution?
— Yes, my father did.
— When was that?
In 1942,
Did he take part in any battles?
Yes, he fought all the way from the northeast to
the south.
Where is he now?
He’s working in a factory in Sian.

5. —

s~

e e P P,

>

e

TALKING ABOUT A BOOK

Oh, you’re reading Red Star Over China.
What’s it like? Is it worth reading?

Yes, it’s well worth reading.

Can I have it after you?

Yes, of course, but I’ve only read about a
third.

TEXT
Liberation Brought Back My Sister

When I was a child, we were very poor. My father worked
for a landlord. He worked day and nighi, but he never got

enough to support the family, and we were always hungry.
One day, the landlord told my father to repair his roof.

s



My father fell off and broke his leg. Because he couldn’t work,
the landlord threw him out.

We had no money for a doctor. My father was in bed
for months, but he got no better, and my mother had to find
work. I wanted to help too, but I was too young to get a job.
So every day I went out begging with my little sister. Things
got worse and worse for us.

" One night an old woman came to our house. She looked
my sister up and down and then said something in my mother’s
ear. After she went away, my mother suddenly took my sister
in her arms and began to cry.

The next morning my mother told me to go out begging
by myself. When I came home, 1 saw some food on the table.
I was surprised. “Where did you get the money for this,
mother?” I asked. My mother said nothing. I looked around.
“Where’s sister?” At this Mother burst into tears. I looked at
my father. Tears were running down his face, too. Then I
understood. I didn’t touch the food. I cried the whole of that
night.

I'll never forget the year 1949. That year the PLA liber-
ated our village. Liberation not only brought back our land.
It brought back my sister! With the help of the People’s Gov-
ernment, we found her. She was working in a factory.- How
happy we were! Today my sister still works in that factory.
My parents are commune members, and I am now an engineer.
We owe all our happiness to the Party and Chairman Mao.

NOTES

1. ...but I’'ve only read a third. HEBRRET=H2—,
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a (one) third
a (one) fifth
twozthirds
three-fifths

a half
a quarter
three-quarters

2. FORHHEAEIE R AR RS

1) gReE AR in, In:
in 1966, in 1976, in  April, in August

2) deRES, EHA i, .

in spring, in summer, in the first week, in the second week

3 #ALETFA b,

in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening

on

1) #REFREHLA on, .
oh October Ist, on May Day, on Sunday, on Monday

2) #RLA L FEMA oo,

on Friday evening, on Wednesday afternoon

at

1) JARERFELA at, o
at six o’clock, at half past five, at a quarter to two
2) AW, b, KB, A at '

at dawn, at noon, at night, at midnight
ETFREIE S, il A
one day, one morning, one summer, one year;
last night, last Friday, last month, last year;

yesterday morning, yesterday evening;
tomorrow afternoon;



