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I, The Importance of Writing

An English poet named Donne once said that no man
is an island, More than anything else, - what ‘'keeps us
from being cut off from our fellows on separate islands, is
our ability to communicate with - each other, Through
communication we build bridges into other people’s
minds and thus share experience, Every course you take
in college, every book you read, every class discussion
enlarges your experience in some way and makes you
less of an island than you were before, And every paper
or letter you write not only shares your ideas with
others but helps you to clarify your thinking to yourself,

The ability to wrife effectively has only a little o do
with the rules of grammar, punctuation and spelling, It
has much more to do with exploring your thoughis and
fcelings about a subject, finding out what you want to
say about it, and deciding how to say it to a reader so
that he will understand you easily and clearly, You are
aiming at an effect on the reader, but what happens to
you as you think through your paper is offen a signifi-
cant enlargement of your own understanding, It is for
this reason that writing has always been part of a liberal
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aducation,

The history of learning English by the Chinese people
is fairly long, Before liberation, the focus was on read-
ing, and after {he founding of the People’s Republic of
China, the interest is on listening and speaking, Though
some scholars frequently mentioned the importance of
writing practice in English teaching and learning, there
was no independent writing course in colleges until a few
years ago, For this delay the country suffered from
lacking of competent foreign language workers, And for
this reason English writing has become all the more
important in education,



U, Types of Writing

Different types of writing are required {for different:
purposes, In general, we can divide writing into three:
kinds. narration, description, and exposition,

Narration tells “what heppened, ” It tells a story, It
is the kind of writing that you find in novels, short
stories, and biographies,

Description tells how something looks or feels or
sounds, It talks about such features assize, shape, colour,.
sound, or taste,

Exposition is the writing that explains something, It
often answers the questions what, how and why, Its.
purpose is to present ideas and to make the ideas as clear
as possible,

It is not always easy {o decide what is narratzon,
what -is description, and what is exposition, Offen a
picce of writing includes all three types, A narration niay"
include some description and some exposition, An expo--
sition may use some narration and description in order to-
explain something as completely as possible, Usually it is-
possible, however, to decide whether a piece of writing:
is mainly narration or mainly description or mainly eiposim

5,
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tion,

Pre-test
Which of the three kinds of writing is illustrated by this
Pparagraphy

Onec day a crow siole a piece of cheese from a woman’s
kitchen and flew with it to a tree, A fox who was very
hungry saw the crow, He said to the crow, 4You have
a beautiful voice, Won’t you sing for me; » The ‘crow
was very pleased by the compliment, As he opened his
mouth to sing, the piece of cheese fell to the ground,
The fox snatched the cheese and ran away, B

1. Narration

There are various ways to organize the seniences in
a piece of writing, In narration the sentences are usually
organized according to time order, One thing happens
and then another thing happens, and the events are told
in the same order,

You are familiar with time order because you have
noticed it when you were reading stories, The story you
just read in the Pre-test about the fox and crow
follows time order, The sentences in the paragraph tell
the story just as the events happened, To show the order
of events, the sentences could be arranged like this,

A, A crow stole a piece of cheese from a woman’s

Kkitchen,
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B, He flew with it to a tree,

C, A hungry fox saw the crow,

D, He said to the crow, ¢You have a beaut¥ul
voice, Won’t you sing for mes »

E., The crow was very pleased by the compliment,, .

F, He opened his mouth to sing,

>, The piece of cheese fell to the ground,

H, The fox snatched the cheese,

I, He ran away,

Because the events happened in a certain order, it is
important that the sentences in the story follow one
another in a certain order, Suppose the senicnces were
arranged like this,

__He ran away,
A crow stole a piece of cheese from 2 woman’s.
kitchen,
__A hungry fox saw the crow, '
____He opened his mouth to sing,
__He said fo the crow, “You have a beautiful voice_
Won’t you sing for meq ” ete, . 2
1f the sentences were arranged like this, the story
would be so mixed up that you could not understand it,
You can see how important it is to arrange the senicences
in good order, - -

Practice 1
1.The sentences that follow have no order Write the cor-
rect order on the lines provided,
1) A, George liked one of them. '



The librarian gave him three books to look at,

George visited the library,

D. He checked the book out and took it home
with him,

IE, He asked for a book to read,

b ? ] s

2) A, The small car turned over,

B, There was an accident at the street corncr,’
The two men inside it were badly injured,
A large truck hit a small car,

E, The police took them to a hospital,

’ ) ’ ’

8) A, The house began to leak,
Then leaks began in other rooms,
Fortunately the rain stopped then and the  sun
came out,
The bad leak started in the living room,’
E, It rained steadily for two days,

5 ’ ’ 9
4) A, They came to school ready to write the exam,
B, The students studied very hard for i,

C, He was sick that day,
D, They found that the teacher was not there, .
E. The teacher said he would give an examination,
, ’ ) ’
s.Think about the list of topics that follow, Put a T be-
fore each topic that you would probably develop ac-

¢ cording to time order if you were writing about it,
1) The Importance of Good Health Habiis
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2) My Vaecation Trip

8) __ Spring Is My Favourite Season

4) _  The Characteristics of Indian Music

5)  Why I Want to Be a Lawyer

8)  How I Spent Last Sunday

7) _ The Growth of Opportunities for Women m

Business and the Profession
8) ____ My Favourite Actor.
3.Copy the sentences in Exercise 1 in paragraph form,
After you have copied the sentences in paragraphs, read
the paragraphs to make sure that you have put the sen-
tences in the correct time order, Also be sure that you
have copied the sentences correctly, with no mistakes
in spelling or punctuation, -

2. Description

You have seen that narration usually follows time or-
der, Description may follow various kinds of order, de-
pending on what is being described, If you are describing
4 man, you will choose different things fo say than if
you are describing a mountain or a restaurant or a dress,

One kind of description follows space order, In space
order you tell where things are, This is the order you
will probably follow if you want to describe a place,"

- For example, here is a description of a classroom,

Example 1; The classroom is large, clean and well

lighted, The walls are pale green, .in



the wall at the left as you enter there
are three large windows, The teacher’s
desk is in the froni, Blaockboards cover
most of the wall at the right,

Notice that the writer describes how the room looks
from the door——what is on the left, what is in front,
and what is on the right It does not matter which way you
move in your description, The important thing is to have
some order that will be easy for the reader io follow,

Now compare the description using space order with
this description of a man,

Example 2, The man who opened the door in answer

+ to my knock was an elderly man, white-
haired and bent, He looked at me over
his spectacles, which were far down on
his nose, In spite of his age, his dark
eyes were keen and his voice was clear
and strong, I noticed that he was wear-
ing a bright-coloured sports shirt,

In describing the man, 'the writer seleoted the man’s
.most interesting and most ouistanding features, This
..description is quite different from a description of a place
hased on space order, The kind of description you use
depends on what you arc deseribing,

‘Practice 2
" 1.The sentences that follow have no order, Write the
correct order on the lines provided,

1) A, There are four single beds on both sides of the
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