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Getting to First Base:
Women in Baseball

Preparing to Listen
Activity One
Activity Two
Activity Three
Listening to the Tape
Activity Four
Activity Five
Activity Six
Language Close Up
Activity Seven
Activity Eight
Activity Nine
Follow-Up

Activity Ten

OVERVIEW

Play Bail: Completing a Diagram
Discussion Questions
Predictions; Bridge to Listening

Listening for the Main Ideas
Writing Focused Notes
Comprehension Questions

Language Focus: Who Said This?
Language Focus: Informal Speech
Vocabulary: Guessing Meaning from Context

Gathering Information from Reading

Women have always engaged in competitive sports like tennis, basketball, and
baseball. In the 1940s, a professional women's baseball league was successfully
formed, and it played during the years that American men were fighting in the
Second World War. That league was short-lived, but the idea of a women’s
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league has not died out. It has come to life again with the Women's League of
South Florida. In this program you will hear from some of the women who are
ready to seriously play ball. The activities that follow will help you to under-
stand and use the information you hear.

@
AAAAAAAAAALALALALS
Preparing to Listen

Getting some background information and thinking about the topic before you
hear the program will help you to understand the ideas more easily. Complete
the activities in this section before you listen.

ActiviTy oNE  Play Ball: Completing a Diagram

Baseball is one of the most popular American sports. At first glance, it appears
not to be a complicated game. The objective seems clear and uncomplicated—
to score more runs than the opposing team. This activity will give you a chance
to see what you know about the basic features of the field and the player posi-
tions in baseball.

Step 1. Read the following list of baseball terms and identify their locations on

the diagram of the baseball field. Write the correct letter or number for each of
the places and the player positions in the space provided.

Locations Player Positions
A. Pitcher’s mound 1. Pitcher
B. First base 2. First baseman
C. Second base 3. Second baseman

D. Third base 4, Third baseman
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Locations Player Positions
E. Home plate 5. Shortstop
F. Catcher’s box 6. Catcher
G. Batter’s box 7. Batter
H. Infield 8. Infielder
I. Outfield 9. QOutfielder

Step 2. Compare your answers with a partner or check the answer key.

ACTIVITY TWO Discussion Questions

What do you think? Read and consider the following questions. Write your
ideas in note form and discuss them with others.

1. What skills and abilities do baseball players need in order to play well?

2. At what age do people start playing baseball? Until what age can they
continue to play?

3. When have women played baseball professionally? What have you heard
about women ballplayers?

4. Do women play baseball differently than men? Explain.

5. What are the qualities that separate a serious player from someone who
plays the game for fun?

6. What is the difference between amateur and professional baseball play-
ers?

7. What are the differences and similarities between softball and baseball?

ACTIVITY THREE  Predictions; Bridge to Listening

Part One: Predictions

Based on the ideas you have thought about and discussed so far, write a few
questions about women'’s baseball that you expect to have answered in this

program.
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Listening to the Tape

Write your ideas on the lines below. You can write in either words or
phrases, in question or sentence form. Write any ideas you have. Don’t worry
about whether they are good or bad or whether they are correctly written. Two
predictions are given as examples to help you get started.

1. Reasons for beginning the women’s league

2. Who plays in the league

3.

4

5.

Discuss your predictions. Later, you can check to see what you were able to
predict.
Part Two: Bridge to Listening

The purpose of the introduction is to prepare you for the information in the
program. It will give you an overview or a taste of something interesting to

come.
Step 1. Cue your tape to the introduction of the show, which begins, “Baseball
is considered the great American pastime.” Turn on your tape.

Step 2. Listen to the introduction, which ends, “women have finally made it to
first base in the world of baseball,” without stopping the tape. Think about the
information as you listen. Stop the tape at the end of the introduction.

Step 3. Answer the following questions about the information you heard.
Write the answers in note form. The first answer is provided as an example.

1. How popular is baseball in the United States?
-great pastime

-th. men play/semi-pro
-m. of kids/famateur league

2. When did women play? Why?

3. What happened to the Women's League?

Step 4. Discuss your ideas with a partner or check the answer key. Compare
these ideas to the predictions you made before.

AAAAALAA

The activities in this section will help you to practice your skills in understand-
ing and using the information you hear. Concentrate on the task you have to
accomplish and practice the skills, such as note taking or listening for details,
needed to complete the task.



STRATEGIES FOR COPING/NOTING INFORMATION
FROM LISTENING

1. Focus on the information you understand; don’t worry about what you
miss.

2. Remember that all listeners lose a certain percentage of any informa-
tion they listen to for a number of different reasons.

3. If you are working with others, discuss the information to help clarify
ideas when you're not sure of what you heard or when you need more
information.

4. If you are working alone, get as much information as you can.

5. You can listen again to get important information you may have
missed.

In many of the activities that follow, you will be identifying the main points,
supporting points, and details and often writing what you hear in note form.
These activities will help you get more of the important information in your
notes more quickly. Here are a few tips about writing quick notes as you listen:

Use Key Words, Symbols, and Abbreviations
Write only the important words and key phrases, not whole sentences.
Use abbreviations for words when possible.

Example: Abbreviate by writing B.B. for “baseball” or use sp. for sport.
For nonstandard abbreviations like these, always write the
complete word the first time with the abbr. beside it, so that
you won't forget the meaning. There are standard abbrevia-
tions such as FL for “Florida” or Pres. for “President.”

Use numerals, 12 yrs., for example, instead of writing the words twelve

years.

Use symbols like = to show that ideas are the same or equally important.
Spacing

Use spacing to show important relationships of groups of words.

Write separate words on a separate line and indent. Indenting details

shows that the details pertain to a particular idea.

Example: -Types of people playing in league

-college students
-physicians
Paraphrasing
Paraphrase the information you hear when you write your notes.
Paraphrasing involves choosing a word of your own that summarizes or
states the ideas you hear.

Example Use the words players/all kinds to express the idea “Players
from the Women's Baseball League of Florida come from all

walks of life.”

listening to the Tape A 5

Photo courtesy of The
Women's Baseball League
of Florida

Note Taking
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* Remember: When you paraphrase, the words you write in your notes con-
vey the same meaning as the information you heard.

There are differences in the ways individuals take notes. The examples that
are given show one way to note information. You will develop and improve
your own style of note taking as you complete the activities in this section.

For more information about improving your note-taking skill, refer to the
Guide to Note Taking (Appendix 1, p. 87).

ACTIVITY FOUR  Listening for the Main ideas

Step 1. Listen to the program “Getting to First Base: Women in Baseball” with-
out stopping. Number the following main ideas according to the order in
which you hear them.

() A. The reasons women give for playing
() B. The difficulties for women players

() C. The growth of women's baseball leagues
{ ) D. Future possibilities for women's baseball

Step 2. Discuss your answers with a partner or check the answer key.

ACTIVITY FIVE  Writing Focused Notes

When you listen to a radio report, you hear a wonderful mix of voices and
sounds. The information that you hear is a mixture of factual information, opin-
ion, and emotion. A radio report isn’t always organized in the same logical pat-
You may not be oble fo write s muchas you  tern as a good academic lecture. It follows a pattern of describing or explaining
would fike. Don't wory—you'l be able to  the important ideas (main points and details) related to the topic from the

wiile more nofes as you get more opporfuni-  reporter’s point of view.

fies 1o lsten. The percentage of information Your task is to listen and take notes so that you will be able to explain the

you con jot down in notes will incremse wih  main points and important details of this report to someone who has questions

soch progrom. about the start-up of a women'’s baseball league. The questions guide you
in finding the major points of this report. The focused notes you write for the
general questions will help you to discuss the details of what you heard with

others.
DIRECTIONS To take focused notes follow these steps:

Step 1. Read the following general questions and think about the information
you heard. What details relating to each question can you recall?

1. What is unusual about women playing baseball?

2. What difficulties do women face when they start playing baseball?

3. Why did Liz Smith and Kate Lamm join the league?

4. How serious is this team?

5. What would team members like to do in the future?

Step 2. If possible, discuss these questions with others.

Step 3. Rewind to the beginning of the program. Start the tape. As you listen,
write details in note form for each of the questions you have just read and dis-
cussed.



Read the sample notes to see what kind of detail is important and how to
write in note form. Try taking notes yourself as you listen to the tape. Compare
what you have written to the sample notes provided. Your wording may not be
the same, but the ideas should be.

1. What is unusual about women playing baseball?

-wom. -play softball
-girls-baseball/—teenager-softball/slow-pace
-now-change/women—baseball

2. What difficulties do women face when they start playing baseball?

3. Why did Liz Smith and Kate Lamm join the league?

4. How serious is this team?

5. What would team members like to do in the future?

UstwingtotheTope 4 7



