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' SHORT FORMS USED IN THE BOOK

!
a.
ad.
AmE
BrE
collog.
coynt.
£
e. g.
esp.
etc.
fml
ie.
infml
n.
N
pl.
prep.
pron.
S
sing.
sb
sth

uncount.

usu.
v,
v,
vt.
w

adjective
adverb

American English

British English
colloquial
countable

East

for example
especially

et cetera; and so on

formal
that is
informal

‘noun

North
plural
preposition
pronoun
South
singular
sé;mebody

something

"uncountable
usually

verb

verb intransitive

verb transitive

West
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’

Pre-reading

I.

Answer the following questions before reading the text.

1. What do you think is the most effective way to acquire knowledge?

2. Is it necessary for us to read books in this age of high-technology? Why?
3. In your opinion, what should an ideal school system be like? -

.. What do you expect to read in this passage? Circle the statements expressirig ideas

that are likely to be in the passage.

1.

The best way, as well as the usual way, of gaining knowledge is through read-

ing. )
. Books can be divided into two kinds: books for knowledge and books for enter-
tainment. ‘

The role that books used to play is being taken over by that of TV shows.
The spirit of enquiry rather than passive acquxsltlon of facts should be encour-
aged in children’s schooling.
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BOOKS

Knowledge may be acquired through conversa-
tion, watching television or travelling, but the deepest
and most consistent way is through reading. If we

consider the literate population of the world, we may -

conclude that a few spend their whole lives on academ-
ic reading; many read something light for pleasure, a
few dip into something more serious now and-then;

‘while very many men, women and children never ad-

vance beyond the sports page of a newspaper, a fash-
ion article or a comic. '

If you have learnt to love books as a child, the
reading habit will never desert you, But if this has not
been your good fortune, you tend to think of reading
as a bore. A few, but very few, come to the habit late
in life. The circumstances which help to set a child on
the path to the literary adventure are; a life even bare-

ly above real poverty, so that there is scope in the:

family for thoughts and activities not wholly devoted
to the struggle for making a living; the availability of
free books either in the home or in public library; and
the possession of a character both curious and inde-
pendent. _ -

In order to desire to read one must be curious. A
few children are able to keep this curiosity and their
mental independence alive despite the educational sys-
tem of their country. But many fail to do so either be-
cause of an overstrict system where what is most im-
portant is memory work; or because of a careless and
lazy one where even the basic disciplines of literacy are
ignored in the sacred name of free expression. It is a
wonder that at least a few children survive their
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schooling and emerge as people who can think, people
who are open-minded and knowledgeable.

Thus, varidd's circumstances are not favourable
for the reading habit. And we ma d to this the
worldwide atmosphere of violence and anarchy, the
New Dark Age!in which we live today. Many of us no
longer have the peace of ¥nind necessary to a quiet
hour with a book. But it is precisely because of our
present troubles that we should read. How, ot/her-
wise, are we to uniderstand the nature of hatred, of
cruelty, of power politics? How, otherwise, are we to
take a stand on the serious question of individual free-
dom and authority? How, otherwise, are we to com- , .
prehend and perhaps solve these urgent problems that
face us?

Ideally then, a school system should be one in
which the love of learning, rather than the acquisition
of facts, is cultlvated; one in which the spirit of en-
quiry is encouraged. Ideally, family and governmental
policy should be to see that we have a great number of
books—any books. A person with a book is a real per-
son alive on the earth; without a book he i is' a fool.

‘NEW WORDS
consistent /kan'sistant/ a. the same or "« fashion / fefon/ n. a manner KX, #

regular B##, — B, in agreement -~ ¥ (of dress, behavior, thought,
K, BEW custom, etc.) that which is consid-

literate /'litorit/ a. able to read and ered very popular and’ most mo'déﬁ
write EERNEEBAN, BIKE at a certain time (HRW?#J) ﬁﬁﬂ#;

~» dip /dip/ vz. (dipped; dipping) (in/in- B ¥, BB

to) to put sth in/into a liquid for a comic /'komik/ n. (AmE usu. comic
moment and then take out #; dip in- book) HEIFBE (E)

to vi. to read w1thout much attentlon * circumstance /'so: kamstans/ n. i#, :

LR | ﬁa;&l]ﬁﬂ &wﬂﬂ

s
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» literary /'litorari/ a. of or concerning
literature 2% ( E)#
adventure /ad'ventfa/ =..
activity, experience, etc:, that is
strange and exciting and often dan-
gerous HR (&), #M
barely / 'beah/ ad. almost not; hardly

L, LFPRE
« wholly /'hauli/ ad. completely; entire-

ly 20, 28

a journey,

A availability /Q‘Vella'blhty/ n. ‘J’ﬁﬁm

KEE; o84

» possession /pa'zefon/ n. ownership Bf

HAD, 5l WE [pl ] BiAw

» strict a. severe, esp. in rules of behav-

ior FERRHY, EIRHY
overstrict /'suva'strikt/ a. i FERH
literacy /'litarasi/ #. the condmon of
being literate %, 7&‘)‘(4{;
» ignore /ig'na:/ vt. not to take notice of

B8, AB

sacred / Selkrld/ a. holy; setious #%-

# s EH

» survive /sa'vaiv/ vi. to remain ahve ?%

F %, £%; vt. to continue to’ ex:st '

after (some event) J - ‘Pﬂﬂi;},‘k(mﬁ
gL 3%, to live longer than . H
IERK ’
schooling n.\‘education uE

_open-minded  /'supen-'maindid/ a.
having an open mind H¥E#, FRMH

" knowledgeable /'nolidzebsl/ a. well-
informed & 4HRM, MY

" %  worldwide /'wa 1d'waid/ a., ad.

teachmg or extending throughout
the world ;R % 23R
J anarchy /'enoki/ n. absence of gov-
" ernment or control TEWRE, B
ﬁ B
lsely /pm'éalslx/ ad. exactly EWF,

: &
A cljuelt_y /'krualti/ n. (also cruelness)

‘the state or quality of being cruel
B RE
comprehend /i kamprl‘hend/ v. to un-
» derstand H g
. ideally /ai'dipli/ ad. in an ideal state
“of affairs WM, EER L
acqulsmon /\ekwi'zifen/ n. the act of
,'  aequiring A
« qultivate /'kaltiveit/ vt. to break up
“land ¥k, #d;to improve or devel-
; oé by careful attention, training, or

e study 3%, WO

» enquiry /in'kwaieri/ n. (also inquiry)
" (an act of) asking or investigating T

L wg, W, WE, AR

; . 'PHRASES

come to the habit R I}
make a living 4

in the name of ... Li-%& 3

‘take a stand on T, REEE

" 8g6 (t01) that R, % BB RIS

 NOTE.

1. the Dark Ages:: the perlod in EUropean hnstory from about AD 476 (the fall of
Rome) to about AD 1000, believed to be lackmg in knowledge and art. Rc¥{estita
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EXERCISES

First Reading
Readmg Comprehension
. Decide - whether the following statements are true or false. Mark “T” before a true
statement and “F” before a false one. Co :
1. In the author’s opinion, a child can be set on the path of llterature with
" the guidance of a good teacher.
2. Most children fail to keep their curiosity and mental mdependence dlive
because of the educational system in their country. :
3. The author thinks that people’s peace of mind to read books lS dis-
turbed by the present troubles. o ,
4. In line 13, “good fortune” refers to the fact that one was born into a
rich family,
5. Inline 37, “the New Dark Age” refers to the lack of knowledge and art
at the present time.
6. The author argues that what should be encouraged is the love of. learmng rather -
than mere memory work.

I. Choose the best answer to complete each statement.
1. Most of the literate people like to read
a. for academic purposes c. for information
b. for pleasure " d. for instruction

2. If you have not learnt to love books as a child
a. you will find reading boring when you grow up
b.’ you can never form the reading habit
c. you will become a writer late in life
d. you are not going to have a good fortune':

3. In Line 29 “lazy one” means .
a. a lazy student c. a lazy parent
b. a lazy teacher - d. a lazy educational system

4. We should read
. because we have more free time nowadays
b for it is good for our mental health
c. so that we can understand and solve the urgent problems that face us today
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5.

d. since we do not have better forms of entertainment

An ideal school system should be

a. provided with good leadership

b. equipped with modern facilities

c. well-known for its satisfactory graduates

d. one in which the spirit of curioéity is encouraged

Second Reading
Vocabulary and Structure
I. Fill in the blanks with appropriate words.

1.
2.

Perfection can be acquired practice. .
The elderly spent most of their time talking.
Whenever he is asked to write an experiment report, he seldom goes
two' pages. )
The boy did not talk much in class, but he emerged one of the best stu-
dents upon graduation. '
What do you read this book ?
What stand are you going to take ~this issue?
When did you come the habit of getting up soearly?
He is barely the average.
1 haven’t read that book properly. I've only vdipped it.
He was set the path to a sports career when he was only a child.

. The criminal was executed in the name law- .
. The bad weather added the difficulty of the job.
. He tends get angry when people disagree with him.

What am . do in such a situation?

. A great number people were already in the room when he arrived.

1. From the list below, choose a word or phrase that is close in meaning to the itali-

cized one in each sentence.

1.
2.

ideal teaching education leave regular
jdeveloped universal investigating  pressing  difficult
encouraged condition completely taken no notice of

The deepest and most consistent way to get knowledge is through reading.
The basic disciplines of literacy are ignored in the sacred name of free expres-

sion.



