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2 THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS ?

CHAPTER 1

A young man, in the dress of an officer, conducted
to their steeds two females, who, as it was apparent by their
dresses, were prepared to encounter the fatigues ® of a jour-
ney in the woods. One, and she was the more juvenile ® in
her appearance, though both were young, permitted glimpses
of her dazzling complexion @, fair golden hair, and bright
blue eyes, to be caught, as she artlessly ® suffered the morning
air to blow aside the green veil which descended low from
her beaver. The flush which still lingered above the pines in
the western sky was not more bright nor delicate than the
bloom on her cheek; nor was the opening day more cheering
than the animated ® smile which she bestowed © on the youth,
as he assisted her into the saddle. The other, who appeared
to share equally in the attention of the young officer, con-
cealed her charms from the gaze of the soldiery with a care
that seemed better fitted to the experience of four or five
additional years. It could be seen, however, that her person,
though molded with the same exquisite © proportions, of which
none of the graces were lost by the traveling dress she wore,
was rather fuller and more mature than that of her companion.

No sooner were these females seated, than their
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4 THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS ?

sprang lightly into the saddle of the war-horse, when the
whole three bowed to Webb, who in courtesy, awaited their
parting on the threshold © of his cabin and turning their
horses’ heads, they proceeded at a slow amble @, followed
by their train, toward the northern entrance of the encamp-
ment ® . As they traversed that short distance, not a voice
was heard among them; but a slight exclamation proceeded
from the younger of the females, as the Indian runner glided
by her, unexpectedly, and led the way along the military
road in her front. Though this sudden and startling move-
ment of the Indian produced no sound from the other, in the
surprise her veil also was allowed to open its folds, and be-
trayed ® an indescribable look of pity, admiration, and hor-
ror, as her dark eye followed the easy motions of the savage.
The tresses of this lady were shining and black, like the
plumage ® of the raven. Her complexion was not brown, but
it rather appeared charged with the color of the rich blooed,
that seemed ready to burst its bounds. And yet there was
neither coarseness nor want of shadowing in a countenance @
that was exquisitely regular, and dignified and surpassingly
beautiful. She smiled, as if in pity at her own momentary
forgetfulness, discovering by the act a row of teeth that
would have shamed the purest ivory; when, replacing the veil,
she bowed her face, and rode in silence, like one whose

thoughts were abstracted from the scene around her. . ..
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6 THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS ?

CHAPTER 2

‘Yon Indian is a “runner” of the army; and, after the
fashion of his people, he may be accounted a hero, ’ re-
turned the officer. ‘He has volunteered ® to guide us to the
lake, by a path but little known, sooner than if we followed
the tardy ® movements of the column; and, by conse-
quence, more agreeably, ’

‘I like him not, ’ said the lady, shuddering, partly in
assumed, yet more in real terror. ‘You know him, Dun-
can, or you would not trust yourself so freely to his keep-
ing?’ ;

‘Say, rather, Alice, that [ would not trust you. I do know
him, or he would not have my confidence, and least of all at
this moment. He is said to be a Canadian too; and yet he

“served with our friends the Mohawks, who, as you know,
are one of the six allied ® nations. He was brought among
us, as I have heard, by some strange accident in which your
father was interested, and in which the savage ® was rigid-
ly ® dealt by; but I forget the idle tale, it is enough, that he
is now our friend. ’

‘If he has been my father’s enemy, I like him still less! ’

exclaimed the now really anxious girl. ‘Will you not speak
y y pe
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% THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS ?

to him, Major Heyward, that I may hear his tones? Foolish
though it may be, you have often heard me avow ® my faith
in the tones of the human voice! ’

‘It would be in vain; and answered, most probably, by an
ejaculation ® . Though he may understand it, he affects,
like most of his people, to be ignorant of the English; and
least of all will he condescend @ to speak it, now that the war
demands the utmost exercise of his dignity. But he stops;
the private path by which we are to journey is, doubtless, at
hand.

‘Cora, what think you?’ asked the reluctant fair one. ‘If

b

we journey with the troops, though we may find their pres-
ence irksome ®, shall we not feel better assurance of our
safety?’

‘Being little accustomed to the practices of the savages,
Alice, you mistake the place of real danger, ’ said Hey-
ward. ‘If enemies have reached the portage ® at all, a thing
by no means probable, as our scouts are abroad, they will
surely be found skirting the column, where scalps ® abound
the most. The route of the detachment is known, while ours,
having been determined within the hour, must still be se-
cret. ’

‘Should we distrust the man because his manners are not

our manners, and that his skin is dark?’ coldly asked Cora.
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10 THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS ?

CHAPTER 3

‘Where are the blossoms of Ithose summers! —fallen, one
by one; so all of my family departed, each in his turn, to
the land of spirits. I am on the hilltop and must go down into
the valley; and when Uncas follows in my footsteps there will
no longer be any of the blood of the Sagamores ®, for my boy
is the last of the Mohicans. ’

‘Uncas is here, * said another voice, in the same soft,
guttural ® tones, near his elbow; ‘who speaks to Uncas?’

The white man loosened his knife in his leathern sheath,
and made an involuntary ® movement of the hand toward his
rifle, at this sudden interruption; but the Indian sat com-
posed, and without turning his head at the unexpected sounds.

At the next instant, a youthful warrior passed between
them, with a noiseless. step, and seated himself on the bank
of the rapid stream. No exclamation of surprise escaped the
father, nor was any question asked, or reply given, for
several minutes; each appearing to await the moment when
he might speak, without betraying womanish ® curiosity or
childish impatience. The white man seemed to take counsel
from their customs, and, relinquishing ©® his grasp of the

rifle, he also remained silent and reserved. At length Ching-
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12 THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS ?

achgook turned his eyes slowly toward his son, and de-
manded: ‘

‘Do the Maquas dare 1o leave the print of their moccasins ®
in these woods?’

‘I have been on their trail, * replied the young Indian,
‘and know that they number as many as the fingers of my
two hands; but they lie hid like cowards. ’

‘The thieves are outlying @ for scalps and plunder ®,’
said the white man, whom we shall call Hawkeye, after the
manner of his companions. ‘That busy Frenchman, Mont-
calm, will send his spies into our very camp, but he will
know whﬁt road we travel! ’

“Tis enough, ' returned the father, glancing his eye to-
ward the setting sun; ‘they shall be driven like deer from
their bushes. Hawkeye, let us eat to-night, and show the
Magquas that we are men to-morrow. ~

‘I am as ready to do the one as the other; but to fight the
Iroquois ’tis necessary to find the skulkers ®; and to eat, ’tis
necessary to get the game ® —talk of the devil and he will
come; there is a pair of the biggest antlers © I have seen this
season, moving the bushes below the hill! Now, Uncas, ' he
continued, in a half whisper, and laughing with a kind of
inward sound, like one who had learned to be watchful, ‘I
will bet my charger three times full of powder, against a foot

of wampum @, that I take him atwixt @ the eyes, and nearer



