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A General Preface To

The Ecological Economics Series

C 1)

Coming to the turn of the century, we hear two voices e-
choing throughout China. An international voice is: what
steps will the people of the world take to the 21st century?
The Rio Declamation and the 21st Century Agenda, passed at
the world summit on ” environment and development” in
Brazil’s Rio de Janeiro in the June of 1992, indicates that all
the nations have agreed on a common sense; economic devel-
opment ought to be made in concordance with environmental
protection. and international cooperations should be strength-
ened to fully execute the strategy for possible continuous de-
velopment. China went ahead to take up her international re-
sponsibility and obligation that on the 25th of March in 1994,
the State Council passed the 2lst Century Agenda By Chi-
na—— A White Paper On Population, Environment And Devel-
opment Of China In The 21st Century. The Chinese people will
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actually and actively take part in the international cooperations
to protect the earth and, hand in hand with all the nations over
the world, to create a peaceful and prosperous homeland for
the human being. A domestic voice asks; what attitudes will
the Chinese people take to the new era? The CPC Central
Committee’s Proposals On Making The Ninth Five— year Plan
Of The National Economic And Social Development And The
Future Aims By The Year 2000 brings forth the task of the sec-
ond stage of the full realization of being well —off and calls for
significant steps to the third stage of the strategy so as to lay a
firm foundation for the general modernization by the middle of
next century. This programmatic document exhibits a splendid
blueprint and lights the direction to the new era, for the Chi-
nese people.

Concordant development of economy with ecology is one
of the major subjects of the international attention and also the
eternal theme of human existence and social progress. The
strategy of possible continuous development aims just to real-
ize this long —cherished theme through feasible and executable
guiding principles, plans, policies, and methods to enter into a
new era that will meet the demand of the contemporaries but
not undermine the capacity to meet the need of the posterity,
will meet the demand of a particular country or region but not
harm the need of other countries and regions.

This series is designed to, responding to the appealing

voices of the times, popularize ecological economics a most
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contemporary scientific study, in hopes of more people to
know about ecological economy for the modernization in China

and the global strategy for possible continuous development.

(1)

Ecological economics symbols the advancement of modern
science and technology.

It is a new comprehensive study intercrossed. interfused
or organically integrated by ecology and economics, taking
natural system of ecology and social system of economy as a
whole to expose the law in the interaction. This is a big leap of
man’s knowledge of the objective world. Since the 1950’s, the
shocking environmental ‘problems have appeared with the
swelling of world population, environmental pollution, food
poverty, energy shortage, and destruction of resources; and
the environmental crisis sounds alarm to man. In response to it
comes the first climax, in the world, of science popularization
to solve the environmental crisis for human survival. Within no
more than two decades, a great number of popular science
writings and theoretical books got published, such as the
Silent Spring, Closed Recycling, Only Onme Earth, Worries
About The Year 2000, Stand On The Earth, Limit On In-

creasement, A Science Ecological Economics, We Need
New Economics, and Blueprint Of Existence. And in the

meanwhile, heated discussions were widely aroused, which re-
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sulted in two general tendencies of pessimism and optimism;
different arguments, however, came together to one point;
whether or not man can save himself from the environmental
crisis and live a better life. Ecological economics came to its
natural birth in such international social background.

Kenneth compares the earth, on which human beings are
dependent, to a tiny spaceship in the boundless metagalaxy and
he warns people that they stop their insatiable consumption of
its natural resources otherwise it will be out of control! His
suggestions to use resources savingly and control well the di-
rection of the spaceship arouse world — wide responses from
many internationally famous ecological economists including
British ecologist Edward Goldsmith, Chinese economist Prof.
Xu Dixin, Japnese economist Dr. . Iketa Otsukuri.

The development of ecological economics is given impetus
by the great advancement of contemporary science and technol-
ogy and by the incessant breakthrough of man’s knowledge of
the world. From the report of From One Earth To One World
at the First Conference of the UN Environment and Develop-
ment Committee in the October of 1984 to founding of the In-
ternational Society Of Ecological Economics in the May of
1995, people came to realize unanimously that man must es-
tablish an economic society of continuous development. The
continuous development is the key concept of the theories of e-
cological economics. Thus the new thinking and new counter-

measure are produced to free man from the environmental cri-



A General Preface To The Ecological Economics Series [ 5 ]

sis and brings brightness to the pessimism on the world fu-
ture.

It is enormously encouraging that the United Nations has
made the strategy for possible continuous development as a
global common strategy functioning in the international deci-
sions and principally guiding the national actions; this marks
that ecological economics has become the dominant subject of
economics of the current and the 21st century as well. Accord-
ingly, the second climax of science popularization on environ-
ment and development is coming, with the emphasis on
bugling people to act for a beautiful homeland out of the envi-
ronmental crisis, rather than on alarming them.

This series, answering to the call of the times and joining
the second climax of science popularization on environment and
development, is a bugle to start people to march on the road of
possible continuous development guided by science of ecologi-

cal economics, to the new century.
( I)

The premise for advancement of the modernizations and
implementation of the strategy for possible continuous devel-
opment in China, and foundation for the prosperity of Chinese
nation, lie in spreading and popularizing scientific knowledge,
thinking, and method. To meet this requirement is produced

this series, which, in popular forms and familiar materials,
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from a variety of perspectives, demonstrates and comments
the shaping background, thought source, viewpoint and argu-
mentation, theoretical kennel, strategic countermeasure, and
positive cases; this is expected to inform the reader with the
science of ecological economics, to raise him in the environ-
mental sense and ecological consciousness, and to encourage
him to be willingly committed to the cause of ecological protec-
tion, environmental protection, economic development, and
construction of future.

This series, based on the theoretical research fruit of con-
temporary ecological economics, assimilates the quintessence
of thoughts and experiments of the science branches such as e-
cological agriculture, ecological industry, ecological urban-
ism, ecological technology , ecological ethics, ecological educa-
tion, ecological philosophy, ecological medicine, and calamity
economics, and so on. This fairly comprehensive and system-
atic special series in combination of theoretical discussion with
case analysis pays exceptional attention to China and the re-
gion of Shanxi thus to replenish the content and project its u-
niqueness. China is a biggest ancient family on the earth
homeland, as is known to the world, and Shanxi is cradle of
Chinese nation; these two cases are not only representative of
the evolution of environment and human civilization but also
typical of interaction of modern society with ecological re-
sources. At present, China is exactly at the stage of transition

from traditional society to modern society in which enormous
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pressures come from environment, ecology, and resources. So
it is urgently important for China, and especially for Shanxi
province, which engages mainly in coal energy industry, to
bring environmental protection, ecology, and resources into a
close combination with the way of economic growth.

This series covers ten respects or subjects, which natural-
ly results in ten books associative but relatively independent
with their particular emphases. Although each book has its
own intension, extension, and style, all the writings in the se-
ries share the common features theoretically, informationally,
experimentally, politically, and documentally. They are ex-
pected to be referential to the decision — maker, science stu-
dent, theoretic teacher, professional worker, and the whole e-

ducated reading public as well.

(N>

It is a little more than 20 years in the world, no more
than 10 years in China, since ecological economics was, as a
new branch of science, put under scientific experiments. It is
anyhow a young study at its growing and collecting age, al-
though it has yielded great fruits in theory and experience and
got world —widely regarded as a dominant science of the cur-
rent and the coming centuries. Much is needed to do to spread
and deepen, to develop and perfect, in many theoretical and

methodological aspects. After publication of the 21st Century
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Agenda By China, the China’s Science Academy made the Pri-
or Projects Plan Of China’s Science Academy Under The 21st
Century Agenda By China, which initially chose 11 prior fields
and over 140 prior projects. Founding of the Ecological & En-
vironmental Economy Research Center of the Social Science A-
cademy of China in the Mav of 1995 marked that ecological e-
conomics had stepped onto a new stage from philosophical ar-
gumentation to positive experiment. And the technical innova-
tion theory, property right economics, and institution eco-
nomics will be the major tools to explain or tackle the prob-
lems of ecological economics; the analysis on the value flow in
the energy conversion will be the key subject of ecological eco-
nomics; such latest information, fruits, and ideas are not yet
and cannot yet be touched in this series.

This series was proposed originally at the founding and a-
cademic conference of Ecological Economics Society Of Shanxi
Province in early 1993. The provincial officials, experienced
former leaders, and the veteran specialists gave their immedi-
ate support to the proposal, and sincere encouragement and
meticulous instructions were rendered by a number of preemi-
nent scholars, specialists. and professors from the academic
authorities including the Ecological Economics Society Of Chi-
na, Forestry Society Of China, Agricultural Economics Soctety
Of China, China’s Science Academy. China's Social Science A-
cademy, and Chinese People’s University. Leaders of the

Shanxi Economic Publishing Housc lent much kind help to the



