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Foreword

The Fourth World Women’s Conference will be convened in
Beijing in September 1995. From the spring of 1994 to the spring
of 1995, preliminary meetings for the Conference were held in
every continent. A Chinese delegation participated in the meet-
ings held in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, and in the
meeting at the United Nations headquarters in the United States.
We achieved a better understanding of women of all countries
through exchange with various non-governmental women’s orga-
nizations. We were mainly journalists and Women’s Studies’ ex-
perts. Abroad, we gathered a wide range of material on each
country’s women’s organization and delegatior:, and used every
speaking opportunity to give the world a better understanding of
China.

This book is composed of articles in both Chinese and Eng-
lish. The contents inciude; The Changes in Chinese Women Dur-
ing the Past 10 Years; non-govermental Women's Organization in
China; My View of Foreign Women's NGOs; The Indian
Women’s Bank; Africa’s Grassroots Women; Social Questions
for American Women; Latin American Aboriginal Women To-
day; The Women's Rights Movement in Northern Europe; Eco-
nomic Reconstruction and the World’s Women; Women and the
Environment; Women in the Media.

In the past few years, there have been several books pub-
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lished on womens issues. This book’s main characteristic is that
the authors are journalists and experts who attended every
continent’s women’s conference. The articles are comprehe. :ive
summaries of each country’s women’s movement and lifestyles.
They represent a level of specialized research and, at the same-
time, can easily be understood. This book not only provides stu-
dents with a source of information, but will also help the world to
understand China. More important, the conferences provided an
opportunity for all of the countries” delegations to exchange mate-
rial. The articles will give even more people an understanding of
changes the world’s women have undergone from Nairobi to to-
day, 10 years later. Women in every country throughout the
world have paid a price in striving for equality, development, and
peace. This book may help people understand the commonly used

terminology for women’s issues on an international level,

Transiated by margaret E. If
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‘Ladies First’ in China

‘Ladies First’ in China

Wang Yongchen

The etiquette of ‘Ladies First” originated in the West. With
the opening up of China, this saying has also found its way into
the vocabulary of the Chinese peofale and is being put into prac-
tice. For example, in the opening remarks at some meetings,
“ Leaders and Comrades ” has changed to “ Ladies and
Gentlemen”; on some grand occasions, women are given prece-
dence to step into the elevator; men sensitive to new things have
learned to help women on with their coats before going out.
Many pecple, however, still consider 'Ladies First’ mere eti-
quette or a form of western life style, irrelevant to such issues as
equality between men and women.

Last summer a training course was offered by the Sinoc—
British Cultural Communication Center at Beijing Foreign Studies
University. Its purpose was to help bring about better communi-
cation between Chinese participants and their foreign counterparts
at the Fourth World Conference on Women. When 1 raised the
- topic of ‘Ladies First’, Chinese and foreign participants unex-
pectedly held different views. A Chinese woman who had lived
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Voices of Women

abroad for some time said, “I enjoyed ‘Ladies First’ abroad, and
I like it a lot. When I first came back, I expected the same privi-
lege but there was none. Chinese people should improve their
manners, and I hope to see this etiquette soon in China. ”

As soon as this remark was uttered, British participants ar-
gued against it. Speaking almost unanimously, they said, “In my
opinion, the concept of ‘Ladies First’ obviously treats woman as
the weaker sex. Behind it is the belief that women are weak and
men should open doors for them. Actually there are issues far
more profound and more important than this. For instance, the
job market should be open to women, but in reality most oppor-
tunities still go to men. ” Another went on to comment, “The so-
called ‘Ladies First’ applies to upper—class ladies, who certainly
enjoy privileges compared with women of other classes.” “My
view is that ‘Ladies First” doesn’t prove that the status of women
has been improved. Take door —opening for example. If a man
wants to denigrate you, the first thing he does is not to open the
door for you. You get no courtesy at all. If we want equality, this
is a price women have to pay for it. ” Those foreigners propound-
ing such a view also provided supporting figures, “The fact is
that women do two — thirds of the work but their income ac-
counts for only 5% of the total family income, and they get only
1% of the opportunities available. ”

Do you feel positive about *Ladies First’? Is it only eti-
quette? Does it include any element of equality between men and
women? Can ‘Ladies First’ improve national quality? With such
a question we began our interview; what is your view on ‘Ladies

) 9



