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CHAPTER 1

I live in Mortlake, and take the train daily to my

work, On returning one evening I found a new brass

plate on the gate of a villa which I pass every day.

To my surprise, the brass plate, instead of making
S the usual medical announcement, said:

HORRORS MANUFACTURED HERE
APPLY DR MURDOCH MALLAKO

This announcement intrigued me, and when I got

home I wrote a letter asking for further information,
10 to enable me to decide whether or not to become a
client of Dr Mallako, 1 received the following reply:
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Dear Sir,

It is not wholly surprising that you should
desire a few words of explanation concerning my
brass plate. You may have observed a recent ten-
dency to deplore the humdrum uniformity of life
in the suburbs of our great metropolis. The feel-
ing has been expressed by some, whose opinion
should carry weight, that adventure, and even a
spice of danger, would make life more bearable
for the victim of uniformity.

It is in the hope of supplying this need that
1 have embarked upon a wholly novel profession.
I believe that I can supply my clients with new
thrills and excitements such as will completely
transform their lives,

If you wish for further information it will be
given if you make an appointment. My charges
are ten guineas an hour,
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This reply made me suppose that Dr Mallako
was a philanthropist of a new species, and I debated
with myself whether I should seek further information
at the cost of ten guineas, or should keep this sum
to be spent on some other pleasure.

Before I had resolved this' question in my own
mind, I happened, on passing his gate .one Monday
evening, to observe my neighbour Mr Abercrombie,
emerging from the doctor’s front door, pale and dis-
traught, with wandering, unfocused eyes and tottering
steps, fumbling at the latch of the gate and emerging
on to the street, as though he were lost in some en-
tirely strange locality.

‘For God’s sake, man,” I exclaimed, ‘what has
been happening to you?’

‘Oh, nothing particular,” Mr Abercrombie replied,
with a pathetic attempt at an appearance of calm,
‘we were talking about the weather.’

‘Do not attempt to deceive me,” I replied, some/
thing even worse than the weather has stamped hoy'ror
upon your features.’

‘Horror? Nonsense!’ he replied testily, ‘his Whlsky
is very potent,’

Since he evidently wshed to be rid of my. inqui-
ties, I left him to find his own way home, and for
some days I heard no more of him. Next evening I
was returning at the same hour when I saw ancther
neighbour, - Mr Beauchamp, emerging in the same
condition of dazed terror, but when 1 accosted him,
he waved me off. The next day T witnessed the same
spectacle in the person of MMr Cartwright. On the
Thursday evening Mrs Ellerker, a married lady of for-
ty, with whom I had been on friendly terms, rushed
from his door and fzinted on the pavement. I support-
ed- her while.she revived, but when she recovered
she uttered only one word, whispered shudderingly;
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the one word was ‘never’. Nothing further was to Cc
got from her, although I accompanied her to the door
of her house,

On the Friday I saw nothing, and +n Saturday
and Sunday I did not go to work, and therefore did
not pass Dr Mallako’s gate. But on Sunday evening
my neighbour, Mr Gosling, a substantial City man,
dropped in for a chat. After I had supplied him with
a drink and settled him in my most comfortable chair,
he began, as was his wont, to gossip about our local
acquaintance,

‘Have you heard,’ said he, ‘what odd things are
happening in our street? Mr Abercrombie, Mr Beau-
champ, and Mr Cartwright have all been taken ill and
have stayed away from their respective offices, while
Mrs Ellerker lies in a dark room, moaning.’

Mr Gosling evidently knew nothing about Dr
Mallako and his strange brass plate, so I decided to
say nothing to him but to investigate on my own ac-
count. I visited in turn Mr Abercrombie, Mr Beau-
champ and Mr Cartwright, but all of them refused to
utter a single word, Mrs Ellerker remained invisible in
her invalid seclusion. It seemed clear that something
very strange was happening and that Dr Mallako was
at the bottom of it. I decided to call upon him, not
as a client, but as an investigator. I rang his bell and
was shown by a trim parlourmaid into his well-appo-
inted consulting room. :

‘And what, Sir, can I do for you?’ he asked as
he entered, smiling. His manners were suave, but his
smile was _eg_i_gmaﬁ,c__llis glance was penetrating and
cold; and when his mouth smiled, his eyes did not.
Something about his eyes caused me inexplicably to
shudder.

‘Dr Mallako,” 1 said, ‘accident causes me to pass
your gate every  evening, except Saturdays and Sundays,
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and on four successive evenings I have witnessed
strange phenomena, all of which had a common char-
acter which I find not unalarming. T do not know, in
view of your somewhat enigmatic letter, what lies be-
hind the announcement of your brass plate, but the
little that T have seen has caused me to doubt whe-
ther your purpose is as purely philanthropic as you
led me to suppose. It may be that I am mistaken in
this, and if so, it should be easy for you to set my
mind at rest. But T confess that I shall not be satis-
fied until you have given me some explanation of the
strange condition in which Mr Abercrombie, Mr Bea-
uchamp, Mr Cartwrizht, and Mrs Ellerker emerged
from your consulting-room.’

As T was speaking, the smile disappeared, and Dr
Mallako assumed a severe and reprehending demean-
our. .

‘Sir,” he said, ‘you are inviting me to commit an
infamy. Do you not know that clients’ confidences to

“ . . .
a doctor are as_inviolate as the confessional? Are you

not aware that if I were to gratify your idle curiosity
[ should be guilty of a nefarious action? Have you
lived so long without learning that a doctor’s discre-
tion must be observed? No, Sir, I shall not answer

Seumgmne., . . .
your impertinent queries, and I must request you to

leave my house at once. There’s the door.’

Whea T found myself again in the street, I felt
for a moment somewhat abashed. If he were indeed
an orthodox medical practitioner, his answer to my
inquiries would have been wholly correct. Could it be
that I had been mistaken? Was it possible that he had
disclosed to all four of his clients some painful medi-
cal misfortune of which until that moment they had
been ignorant? It might indeed be so. It seemed im-
probable, but what further could I do?

I watched for another week, during which I again
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passed his gate every morning and evening, but T saw
nothing further. I found, however, that I could not
forget the strange doctor. Night after night he would
appear before me in nightmares, sometimes with hoo-
5 ves and tail and with his brass plate worn as a brea-
stplate, sometimes with eyes glaring out of the dark-
ness, and almost invisible lips forming the words ‘YOU
WILL COME! Each day I passed his gate more slow-
ly than on the previous day, Each day I felt a more

10 powerful impulse to enter, this time not as an investi-
gator, but as a client. Although I recognised the im-
puilse as an insane obsession, I could not get rid of
it. The horrid attraction gradually destroyed my work.
At last 1 visited my chief, and without mentioning

15 Dr Mallako, persuaded him that I was suffering from
overwork and needed a holiday. My chief, a much
older man, for whom I entertained a profound res-
pect, after one glance at my haggard features, granted
my request with kindly sg_ligim@.

20 I flew to Corfu, hoping that sun and sea would
enable me to forget. But alas, no rest came to me
there, by day or by night. Each night the eyes, even
larger than before, glared at me while I dreamt. Each
night I would wake in a cold sweat, hearing the gho-

25 stly voice saying ‘COME! At last I decided that if
there were a cure for my condition it was not to be
found in a holiday, and in despair I returned, hoping
that the scientific research upon which T was engaged,
and in which I had been passionately interested, would

30 restore to me a measure of Sanitv.J plunged feveri-
shly into a very abstruse. scientific investigation, and I
found a way to and from the station which did not
pass Dr Mallako’s gate.
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CHAPTER 1T

I began to think that perhaps the obsession was
fading, when one evening Mr Gosling again visited
me. He was checrful,_rubicund, and rotund — just
the man, I thought, to dispel such morbid fancies as
had robbed me of my peace of mind. But his very
first words, after I had supplied him with liquid re-
freshment, plunged me again into the lowest depths
of terror.

‘Have you heard,” said he, ‘that Mr Abercrombie
has been arrested?’

‘Good God!" 1 exclaimed, ‘Mr Abcrcrombie ar-
rested? What can he have done?’

‘Mr Abercrombie, as you know,” Mr Gosling re-
plied, ‘has been a respectable and respected manacer
of a very important branch of one of our leading
banks, His life, both professional and private, has
been always blameless, as was his father’s before him.
It was confidently expected that in the next Birthday
Honours List he would receive a knighthood, and a
movement was on foot to have him chosen as Parlia-
mentary candidate for the Division, But in spite of
this long and honourable record, it appears that he
has suddenly stolen a large sum of money, and has
made a dastardly attempt to place the blame upon a
subordinate.’ )

Having hitherto regarded Mr Avercrombie as a
friend, T was deeply distressed by this news. As yet,
he was ®n remand, and after some difficulty I persua-

ded the prison authorities to allow me to visit him. I

30 found him emaciated and haggard, listless and despai-

. N

ring. At first he stared at me as though I were a
stranger, and he only gradually became aware that he
was sceing a former friend. I could not but connect
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his present disastrous condition with his visit to Dr
Mallako, and T felt that perhaps, if [ could pierce
the mystery, T should find some explanation of his
sudden guilt.

5 ‘Mr Abercrombie,” 1 said, ‘you will rememter
that on a former occasion I tried to discover the cau-
se of your strange behaviour, but you refused to re-
veal anything. For God’s sake, do not again r
me. You see what has come of your previous reserve.

10 Tell me the truth. T _beseech you, for it may be not
yet too late.’

‘Alas!® he replied, ‘the time for your well-meant
efforts is past. For me there remains only a weariso-
me waiting for death — for my poor wife and my

t5 unhappy children, penury and shame. Unhappy mo-
ment in which I p-a%_fﬁ'at accursed gate! Unhappy
house in which T listened to the devilish insight of
that malignant fiend!’

‘I feared as much,’ said I, ‘but tell me all."

20 ‘I visited Dr Mallako,” so Mr Abercrombie began
his confession, ‘in a spirit of carefree curiosity. What
sort of horrors, T wondered, did Dr Mallako manu-
facture? What hope could he entertain of making a
living out of persons who enjoved his romances?

25 There could not, T thought, be many like myself,
willing to spend money in so idle a fashion. Dr Mal-
lako, however, appeared completely self-zssured. He
treated me, not as most of the inhabitants of Mortla-
ke, even the most substantial ones, were in the habit

30 of treating we, as an important citizen whom it would
be wise to_conciliate. On the contrary, he treated
me from the first with & kind of superiority which
had in it a touch of disdain. And from his first sharp

tiny I felt that he could read even my most secr-

35 et thoughts.

‘At first this seemed to me no more than a foo-
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