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Foreword

This textbook has some distinctive features worth rec-
ommending to its prospective readers, students and teach-
€ers:

English. The selections are mostly written by Ameri-
cans whose English read fresh and green, concise, straight
forward and easy to understand;it is not the kind of English
which is lengthy,involved ,embellished ,and hard to compre-
hend. The English found in this textbook may have no claim
to the virtues of the King’s English, but it suits what hap-
pens in modern society all right. Call the expressions Amer-
icanisms if you like. At any rate,they will help update Chi-
nese learners’ old-style English. .

Knowledge. Language is the symbolization of knowl-
edge. There is .no language without underlying knowledge.
Each of the selections in this textbook deals in a measure a
branch of knowledge concerning social science, natural sci-
ence, history, politics , geography, athletics, astronomy, and
what not,giving the reader a foretaste of everything in a lim-
ited quantity, yes, but it does show abundantly that lan-
guage is the body and knowledge is the soul, and that the
reader will learn the English in the text more easily and inti-
mately by relating it closely to the background knowledge
than if he reads only the vocabulary and phraseology of the
text without reference to the knowledgeable content. In this
connection, if an,old-fashioned expression is permitted even
herein,it is striking two birds with one stone. -
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Examples. Let us pick up at random two texts to illus-
trate the freshness and greenness of the textbook’s knowl-
edgeability. Text 13 takes the reader back to the origin and
development of the Olympic Games. Now, it happens that
China is hoping to host the Olympics in the year 2000. Hap-
pily, this text provides the reader with some preliminary
knowledge of and interest in this world event to come to
China for the first time. In Text 19 Henry Kissinger makes
his appearance as a peace-maker between China and the U-
nited States, doing both countries a service of historic sig-
nificance, always to be gratefully remembered. Now, who
could have -expected in a mere textbook these and suchlike
themes?

Exercises. (1)“Word Selection” forcibly and éffectively
helps the reader to come to realize he cannot freely use a
word without reference to the context. No context, no text.
This truth is thus driven home to him. (2)“Substitution”
demands a careful study of synonyms and nurtures a con-
sciousness on the part of the reader to try to use the right
word in the right place instead of putting Zhang Number
Three’s cap on Li Number Two’s head as many a Chinese
student does. (3)“Structure” is a strict training in arranging
words in a grammatical order to make a sentence instead of
calling a disorderly and ungrammatical jumble of words a
sentence.  (4) “Identification” is so designed as to prevent
the student from mistaking one noun for another; the Defi-
nite for the Indefinite Article; one verb for another; one
preposition for another, etc. Prepositions are most perplex-
ing to most Chinese learners whose own mother tongue does
very well without prepositions, as in most cases it is ‘only
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too true that Chinese is a verbal language, whereas English
is a prepositional one. And, most importantly, inserted in
the just-mentioned three categories of exercises are phrasal
verbs, much in evidence. Without phrasal verbs, English
would lose 50% of itself. They form an English phe-
nomenon in its own right-unknown to the Chinese language.
Probably for this reason, the compilers of this textbook em-
phasize phrasal verbs among the exercises.

Drawbacks. Nothing in the world is perfect, but imper-
fections exist and lead to improvement and progress. Every-
thing has its drawback, and this textbook is no exception.
For one thing, some of the texts seem rather difficult than
otherwise even for the teacher, let alone the student, whose
knowledge of and interest in the knowledge part of content
is scanty and even wanting. For another,the vocabulary in
some of the texts is for many a reader rather far removed
from practical use.

Balance. All in all, we can safely say that this book is
the first of its kind to appear in this country —with a balance
of advantages over disadvantages. It is deserving of a high-
prestige title; a book for a three-dimensional study of Eng-
lish. I, for one, believe that it will in time to come catch on
well at colleges and universities and even, perhaps, with its
own merits , oneup some outdated textbooks.
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Stimulated College English
Tests(Band Four)

Test 1

Part 1 Listening Comprehension

Section A

Directions : In this section you will hear 10 short conversa-
tions. At the end of each conversation, a question will be
asked abaut what was said. Each conversation and question -
will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a
pause. During the pause,you must read the four suggested
answers A,B,C and D,and decide which is the best answer.
Then blacken the corresponding letter on the ANSWER
SHEET with a pencil. ~

1. A. That Emily won’t come.
B. That Emily will be late.
C. That Emily doesn’t want to come.
D That Emily will come at 8.00.

2. A. English 625 B. History 471.
C. English 471 D. History 625.
3. A. Ten times. B. Eight times.




