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Learning to Live by Clocks
' RIS D N L ey N
f + U H ¢ '

" One small machine that ‘has 'méide a-great difference
in:daﬂ-y' life is the ¢lock. - Most'peoplé in bur courtry today
get up, g0 to’ wotk, and eat akco?ding to'the’ time shown
by clocks. Your school begins and ends at the same time
every ‘day. Yot probably Have classes of tdachidrd cer-
tain time each da';r‘. It would be 'hard to think of runfing
your school withouft clocks. -+ ' fon s T

" 'This'is ndt’ the'way people have alwayslived. 'Before
the'inberition ‘bf clocks; pebplé simply got: up when it was
daylight. Theyiworkéd ad they nceded to, s6'btores  were

upetied when 1t suited -the owlniers, - When inviting guests
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to dinner, -a person did not give the time they would eat.
The meal was served when it was ready.

People had to learn to live by clocks partly because of
-other machines. Before trains, for example, people tra-
veled by stagecoach. They did not arrive or depart at
any given time. However, when travel by train became
popular, such indefinite time would not do for the railroads.

Trains going in different directions used the same rails.
“To avoid running into each other, trains had to travel on
definite time schedules. This was vital. If a train did
not keep its schedule, it was important to know just how
many minutes it was ahead or behind time. Then the
train engincers would know whether to go or to wait
for the train coming the opposite way.

Factories also did much to make people live by the
-clock. All workers in factories had to be at their machines
at the same time. The factory whistle blew to tell people
when to start work, when to eat, and when to go home,.
The sound of the whistle became a familiar feature of
life.

Today, clocks not only affect people at school and at
work, but they also affect them at play. Many sports
are played by a time clock. The game of soccer is an
example. When it began hundreds of years ago, people
played until they were tired. However, “playing against
the clock” has now become an important part of the game.

People in countries with much industry are so accu-

e 2 .



stomed to living by the clock time that they think of,it. as
something  natural. , People. gat, slecp,,‘wc'_)rk; ‘study,; and .
play according to the pointers on the:dials. -of ' clocks and
watches:” ... s 0o :

“New Words
FU .
run’ [ran} @, manage; cause to be in operation & H, .
invention [in'venfon] n. 1. the act of inventing %8,
gl 2. something invented - ZBH.
suit [sjuf] ». request! made: to a; superior - #FRK | -
ot. 1. to satisfy or please #E 2. to match or. look:
right with @& - - 0 0 ool o
guest [gest] #. a person we ask to stay with us, a vmtor
By KR e
partly ['pa:tli] ed. not completely, 1n some degree %ﬁ}
iy RzEew 0 o
stagecoach [steid3'kaut] n. horse«drawn  public . vphmlc ‘
AT E Lo e
depart [di'past].v. to’ go aWay, it lca:vz B, Eﬂ
popular ['popjuls] a. 1. favoured by many: people 3%
- E¥FH) 2. common; widesmead WHEK, BITW
indefmite [in'definit] ¢. vague; not clearly defined or sta-
ted  RGERYs. BIBIE -
rail [reil] n. the iron tracks on which trains run : ﬁﬁ;
avoid [2'void] ot to miss; or keep away from, esp. on pur«



posc’ #4;

definite ['definit] a. sure, certain; ‘clear in mesning #
B, RN Hgey o : -

schedule ['fedju:l] n. a list; a list of things that must be..
done within a certain time 3, IEF

vital ['vaitl] a. very necessary; of the ereatest impartance
BE W, BREEN |

opposite ['opazit] a. quite different from Fixf#9, HiFL 44

feature ['fi:tfo] n. an important part of anything 4$4E,
&

affect [o'fekt] ot. to cause a .change Wi

soccer ['soks] 7. -association football (&) IR

accustom {o'kastom].zt. to make used to {§i 34

pointer ['points] n. indicator on a clock or watch: (4
REDRE R :

dial [dalol] n. the face of a watch or clock zﬁﬁ, £

L I ¢ ¢ Cv

First Rc‘dmg Exermses

I. Read the:text carefully, and then write T (trve)
or F (false) by the statements.
() 1. Pcople have always done things accordmg to the
“odock. - i : N
() 2. Before . the ‘invention. of elocks, people getiup at
daybreak and have meals when they .are ready..
( ) 3. People have to live by clocks. just.because trains
" have been invented. : A
¢ ) 4. Factory work caused people to learn to live by

« 4



ithe clock. .
§ D) 5. Nowadays people even play against the clock.

II. Choose a deﬁmtlon from column B that best matches
o e
a word or phrase in column A.

S Load” b RIS “B
A :

]
E

i il gy
pa,ragrap}xs 1,2, - run ﬁorse-drawn four-
' B wheeled carnage along

| ?M f0):
a set route
.l. ir o M R
. suit common
v i JEE S TR,
guest " leave:
LS ¢
stagecoach s.atlsfy
f G
dePart v151tor
BN P Yoot
?opular co‘ntrol
i R I U SR St
mdeﬁmte not fixed
ST v bl b LB
) B
] 4

paragraph 4 .avoid. | -meet wath forcc e
_ rum into - tlmetable,\ tlmcd pla'l
o "“j:tschedule *Very necessary ..

vital, - dlﬁ"crent, _gs pos-

S 31ble Tgom
opposite_, keep away from
.\A"x;,[ R 'B’ ST
paragraphs;. ;8,7 -whistle dootball iy v
oo b ofeature! cause some change in
LTRSS affect,,. - . - typical, part or quality

1 soccer *. be used. - to



be accus- signal to -draw atten«
tomed to tion: L o

: Follqw-ﬁp Exerpises
Answer the following questions:
1. Why is the clock called a machine?
2. Can our school be run without a clock ? Why ?
3. How did people judge when tc get up, when to
work and When to eat?
4. How did people travel before trains were invented ?
5. Why was it vital for trains to travel on definite
time schedules ?
6. For what purposes did factory whistles blow ?
7. How do clocks affect people at play ?
8. How did peoplé play games of soccer hundreds of
years ago?
Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given
below. Change forms if necessary.

make, feature, affect, rynm, suit, accordi'ng to, vital,

keep, simply, accustomed to

1. the schedule, we have English classes on
Tuesday and Friday.
2. Smoking health,
3. You’ll soon get the climate here.
4. The factory . by a central computer.
" 5. What are the geographical of China?
6. This kind of food ____ all tastes.

6 -



8.
9.
10,

Good health is

Whether he.went by air or by 5¢8 ~.o— no dif~

ferences’ - 17

0. hard.work, ; .
It 3% —p -2 matter of working. hard.
It's their, duty «to law -(3k#k), and order.

III. Choose 'the: corgect words, or, expressionss.., 1«
think, think of ¢ 00 00 o e

VI.

A,

B.
C.

Al
B.

A
B.

I don’t .. he w;!,h()omc ST
She often _____ her home town,
We . heatias,a kind of cuergy.,
rug, run inte o Lo i 1

The brus got out of contx ol and B lennp-poaf.'
It’s no.easy jobito ... a cum_ltry

because, because of —

We had to drive very slowly, ... . the fog.

I doit I likeit. - -

. familiar with, familiar to .

A.
B.

The song is very . thc young people.
He is three languages.

Translate the following sentences into . Engheh

TRFITRRE R 2 Z TEEKH. ;
EEBAFIBTRFRTIREF R,
A At A KRR TR AR R B (R 2
T—HRETF RIS
EHRARREBR T BE—-$EH,

- BHAANA ORATE,

Yl Wi, EuEg, NREXF..

o7 o



8. RAFERBPBRRIFEFIIHM,
V. Choose the best item to fill in the blanks:

1. I heard some very ... néws this moining.
Alexeited ¢ 27 B,-cxciting '
C. excited’s - - D."exciting’s

9. Before _____ the new machine, Rodger read the
instructions, which told him ... it~
A. worked ... to run
B. work ... am '
C. working ... how to‘run
D. working ... how run :

3. Would you mind ______ the door?

A. to.close B. closing *
C. close © D.that T close
4. There is little *difference’ between _./ . and
English. =~

A. writing ... speaking B. written ... spoken

~G. written ... speaking D. writing ... spoken

5. I'm not used to 2! 50 late.

4A.~'stay up - B. staying up

C. be stayed up ~ Di'be staying up
6. The pen’'_____ on the table is mine.

A. lying » B. which

C. which it is © = D: lies
7. 1 enjoy ____ to light music..’

A. to listen B. to listening

C. listening -~~~ - D. to be listening. -

ve '8 .,



§. I'm looking forward ——.__ you.soon,.

A to . Co B. to.see, ,
C.secing. - - D,oig secmg you
9. He didn’t know . or not.
<A togo - B, if to,g0
. € whether to go D, ;that he. went
10. Who is the man, . over there? .
A, to stand . B. stood ;. -
C. stands.. ... ¢ D. star_}(‘li:n‘g”_ 5
11. You'must pay .attention - the texts.
A. to reading . : B. m}rcad .
C. reading.. | . D.xead .. .,
12. Pve just ﬁmshed e MY con}posmon.
AL write RS B. wntmg
C. to write D. written . . |
13. Look aropnd . when . .. the stregt. .
A, across. .. . B. to crosy;
C. crossing D. crossed
14. We arc thinking of ... somewhere for our
holidays, but we haven’t decided where .
A. going ... going B. going ... to go
C. to go ... going D. to go ... to go

15, I think it impossible to finish such hard work
within the time

A. give B. gives
C. giving - D. given

16. I asked her but she avoided i

IR 30




A. answer B. answers

C. answering D. to answer
17. There isn’t much difference between the two, I
dor’t know ____ .
A. to choose which B. which to choose
C. to which ¢hoose D. choose which 1o
18. More and more people have given up ...
A. smoking B. to smoking
C. smokings D. to smoke

19. Only seven people on the bus luckily escaped
in the accident. Y

A. to injuring B. injuring-
‘€. to be injured D. being injured
20. Tom’s parénts him study because his grades
are poor.
A. want B. make
C. tell ' D. take



Tomortow’s Television

On January 2, 2000, Lam gets u? early and prepares-
for school. Will she jump a high-speed bus and arrive
at a modern school building? Probably not. ‘She will
probably. g6 no farther than the TV screen in her home..

Here is how TV may work by the year 2000« In one
wall of ygur home will be a large screen. Using its push-

putton controls, you can tune in one of hundreds of pro-

grams being broadcast.

If you decide to watch an old movie, push a few

e 11



