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Abstract

COMPUTER LAW
By Paul C. B. Liu

This book is a study of legal problems and solutions related to,and
caused by ,the computer. The intent of this study is to examine thor-
oughly issues regarding the computer in different areas of law,to pro-
vide a comparative study of various solutions adopted by different coun-~
tries, to analyze leading cases of the United States courts and their legal
concepts, to review the existing administrative and judicial systems of
the intellectual property law and to make recommendations for the mo
dification ,adoption and promulgation of law.

Nine chapters are included in the book. The first two chapters are
general discussions of the basic concept of computer technology pertai
ning to the law,and current legal problems and possible future develop-
ment in the areas of copyright,patent,contract,constitution , sales,com-
puter crime,piracy,and privacy.

The next two chapters study the acquisition and the protection of
computer hardware and software. Methods of acquiring computer sys-
tems, application of the United Commercial Code of the United States,
contracting process,and damages are discussed. Chapter four examines
protection of copyright, patent, trade secret and special statutes. This
chapter consists of many citations and comments on leading cases of the
United States.

Computer counterfeit and piracy is one of the most serious prob-
lems. This is not only a legal problem but also a political issue affecting
international trade policy. This study devotes considerable effort toward
analyzing the patterns and causes of piracy from technical,factual and
legal points of view. It also suggests ways to define the infringement and
solve the problem. For the primary solution, this study recommends in-
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creasing research and development of computer technology in order to
reduce dependence on foreign technology, and doing a comparative
study of intellectual property law so that potential conflicts can be
eliminated. Forimmediate relief , reorganization of the existing adminis-
trative structure,establishment of a special court, using expetrt witness-
es,arbitration,and compulsory licencing are viable solutions.

Computer crime is another problem which is new and difficult to
comprehend. This paper discusses the pattern and special characteristics
of the crime. Several United States cases are analyzed.

The protection of privacy is an importment issue to exa-mine. For
generations,the concept of privacy has remained obscure in china. This
study introduces the historical development of the legal concept of pri-
vacy in the United States. The discussion focuses on the effect on priva-
cy of data collection by govérnment agencies and private parties. It also
examines the legislation of privacy law in various countries.

At the end of this book,there is a brief discussion of the computer
as a legal tool. CALR ,LEXIS,and WESTLAW are introduced. The is-
sue of computer data as court evidence is an important part of the chép—
ter..

In conclusion, this study makes a complete review of the existing
administrative and judicial function of the intellectual pro-perty law in
Taiwan. Several modifications to Copyright Law and Patent Law are
suggested, such as, reducing the period of software protection and in-
cluding the compulsory licence stipulation in the copyright law ,allowing
certain software to be patentable, increasing the number of patent exa
miner ,and establishing a special court for intellectual property. The
study also recommends drafting new laws for semiconductor chip pro-
tection ,computer crime and privacy protection.
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