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Lesson One

i Text

Civilization and History

Most of the people who appear most often and most glori-
ously in the history books are great conquerors and generals and
soldiers, whereas the people who really helped civilization for-
ward are often never mentioned at all. We do not know who first
set a broken leg,or launched a seaworthy boat,or celculated the
length of the year,or manured a field ;but we know all about the
killers and destroyers. People think a great deal of them ,s0 much
so that on all the highest pillars in the great cities of the world
you will find the figure of a conqueror or a general or a soldier.
And I think most people believe that the gr;é;(countries are
those that have beaten in battle the greatest number of other
countries and ruled over them as conquerors. It is just possible

“they are,but they are not the mdst civilized. Animals fight;so do
savages ; hence to be good at fighting is to be good in the way in
which an animal or a savage is good,but it is not to be civilized.
Even being good at getting other people to fight for you and
telling them how to do it most efficiently — this,after all,is what

. 4. . ‘et
conquerors and generals have done—is not being civilized. People
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fight to settle quarrels. Fighting means killing,and civilized peo-
ples ought to be able to find some way of settling their dispuses
other than by seeing which side can kill off the greater number of
the other side,and then saying that that side which has killed
most has won. And not only has won,but,because it has won,
has been in the right. For that is what going to war means;it
means saying that might is right.

That is what the story of mankind has on the whole been
like. Even our own age has fought the two greatest wars in histo-
ry, in which millions of people were killed or mutilated. And
while today it is true that people do not fight and kill each other
in the streets — while, that is to say, we have got to the stage of
ke »ing the rules and behaying properly to eachk other in daily life
— nations and countries have not learnt to do this yet,and still
behave like savages.

But we must not expect too much. After all ,the race of men
has only just started. From the point of view of evolution,human
beings are very young children indeed, babies, in fact,of a few
months old. Scientists reckon that there has been life of some
sort on the earth in the form of jelly-fish and that kind of crea-
ture for about twelve hundred million years;but there have been
men for only one million years,and there have been civilized men
for about eight thousand years at the outside. These figures are
difficult to grasp;so let us scale them_ down. Suppose that we
reckon the whole past of living creatures on the earth as.one hun-

dred yearsithen the whole past of man works out at about one
" month, and during that month there have been civilizations for
between seven and eight hours. So you see there has been little
2



time to learn in,but there will be oceans of time in which to learn
' better. Taking man' s civilized paSt at about seven or eight
hours, we may estimate his future,that is to say,the whole peri-
od between now and when the sun gfows too cold to maintain life
any longer on the earth,at about one hundred thousand years.
Thus mankind is only at the beginning of ‘its civilized life ,and as
I say,we must not expect too much. The past of man has been on
the whole a pretty beastly business,a business of fighting and
bullying and gorging and grabbing and hurting. We must not ex-
© pect even civilized peoples not to have done these things. All we

can ask is that they will sometimes have done sownething else:
Words and Expréssions

appear [a'pia] vi. HEL,B5E

gloriously ['gloriosli] ad. JE5RHy : W48
conqueror ['kogkara] n. fEMRE ;REMH
whereas [hweor'®z] conj. Wi, Hi K2
seaworthy ['si;wo:8i] a. lﬁAmﬂ‘ﬂ‘Jsﬁﬂﬂm?ﬁm
manure [ma'njus] vt. (M)A

pillar ['pila] n.#,.HF

figure ['figa] n. E{f; AS:ER

savage ['smvidz] n. ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂﬁ?k:ﬂ'ﬁk
hence [hens] ad. Eﬂt

efficiently [i'fifontli] ad. Z{AERGHY

quarrel ['kworal] n. $0; R H

c.lispute [dis'pju:t] n. %‘iﬁaﬁ%t%* _
mutilate ['mju;tileit] vt. (ERTE EFRELR S
stage [steidz] n.BRE;EHE .




behave [bi'heiv] " Vil - ,%0

race [reis] n. LE:RF

evolution [,iva'lju:fan] n. 3E4l
reckon ['rekon] vwt. it :f&it:IEH
jelly-fish  ['dzelifif] n.[3hJ]K&,.%IE
creature ['kri:tfa] n. &9:3%

scale [skeil] vt 851k scale-down (3 L) 458k
maintain [men'tein] vt Sk&E;R$F
estimate ['estimeit] vt. {1t ¥
bully ['buli] vt. BFF;¥k1E

gorge [god3] vt. BE, KMz

grab [greeb] vit. IMBGERE B

1.

Notes to the Text

+» whereas the people who really helped civilization forward
are often never mentioned at all.

T 2EIE 3 33 B 25 69 A 0% 2 R BER B,

_ wggrgg_s,ﬁﬁ ,“W”,“*ﬂ”ﬂgﬁﬁ. #1m,

He is ill,whereas I am only a little tired.

. People think a great deal of them,so much so that on all the

highest pillars in the great citiese--

so much so that, 4] 4’31%5@*“%&‘1&%)&@ oo pre
E Euﬁ ..... .” @mim .

He longed to visit Pekmg.s,o“gggbgo_that he dreamed about
it.

. Animals fightsso do savages;hence to be good at fighting is to

be good in the way in which an animal or a savage is good.

so do savages 8 so, RER—HFHZT. £F.“”.“H
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. B,
He is happy and so is everybody else in our class.
be good 1 B“MEKTF-----"HHEE, )
4. Taking man’ s civilized past at about seven or eight hours,3X 4]
EHEBR BORITBARN WYL EERR VLR L.
AN, TR R BT R P “scaling down " —ARIF,
Word Study
Turn
1. turn arouny_l;gund.a—#ﬁ.ﬂﬁrﬁ‘ﬁ
Please heip me to turn the car around,it’ s stuck in the mud.
I thought I heared a voice I knew ;turning round,I saw my lon-

glost brother.

Can’ t you turn the. flame down on your cigarette lighter? It
looks very dangerous.
Please turn the radio down,I' m trying to sleep.
3. turn off; & .
I can’t turn the tap off,and there’ s water all over the floor.
Please turn all the lights off as you leave the building, we can’
t afford to waste power. '
4. turn on; FF,¥TFF
‘This tap is stiff,it won’ t turn on.
Please turn the light on for me,it’s getting dark.
S turn out; R LR R XM
The factory turns out 20,000 bicycles a month.
It turned cut that the jewels had been in the bank all the

LIS | -

Will the last persen to leave the offics nleass turn ocut all the
b )
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lights?
6. turn over; §f-+---- Bf 3 ; B 8, (AR ﬂ(i)
Be careful how you turn the baby over.
Please turn over,and read the directions on the back.
The soil must be thoroughly turned over before planting.
7:turn to: RENF @ E o
When he is in trouble,he always turns to his sister.
Please turn to page 44 for the continuation of this story.
8. turn something to (good)account/use; |
Even painful experience can always be turned to good account
in this world.
I don’ t know what this object is intended for,but 1 am .sure I
. can turn it to good use.
9.turn one’ s hand to; fEF (R F)
She’ s a most useful person to have in the office,she can turn
her hand to anything.
Can you turn your hand to repairing an engine 1f necessary?
10. turn towards ; ¥ B ][] e+«
Please *urn towards me when you’ re speaking,so that I can
hear what you' re saying.
Rudely ,he turned his back towards me and refused to say any-
thing further.

Exercises

1. Answer the following questions orally:

1. What examples does the author give of peopi: who really
helped civilization forward?

2. In wlat way are great soldiers similar to animals?

6



3. What were the earliest forms of life on this earth?

4. Wher will there be no life on this earth according to the au-
thor? ’

5. The word “figure’is used both in the first paragraph and in
the third. Does it have the same meaning in both places? If
not,what are its two different meanings?

6. Is the author hopeful about the future of civilization?How do
you know? '

I. Choose the word or phrase which best complet.s each sen-
tence. 3 '

1. After fifty miles of difficult travel ,we arrived at our destina-
tion

Alastly B)at last
Cllast D)lately
2. They a general understahding of the situation.
Adlack B)lack of
Care lacked D)are in lack
3. The stuck on the outside of the envelope said “By
Air”. )
Adticket B)signal
Clabel D)advertisement
4. The principal praised him and told him tokeep __ . the
good work. '
Adin . B)up with
Clan D)up
5. Father does not like meat.
A)lean B)slim
C)thin D)skinny

[}




6. Mary i. ..ave school because her parents could not afford

to ' . her stay on.
A)permit B)aﬂow
Cleave Ddlet
7. 1f time is running suort we shall have to the last

item on the programme.

Adcut out . B)cut off
C)cut short D)cut across )
8. We had quite an enjoyable holiday, the weather.
A)in series . B)in spite of
C)with reference to D)as piain as daylight
9. His words didn’ t me in the least.
A)flat B)affect
C)bomb D)effect
10. The book that on the tabic belongs to that post-
graduate,his name is Hood.
Adis laying ‘ B)is lying
C)is lieing D)laining _
11. The industrial trend is in the direction of machines
and people.
Admore;less B)much;little
C)more;fewer D‘)muchﬂ;less ,
12. The problem which that maid consulted you has
now been solved.
Adof " B)with
Cdon R)in
13. Mrs Shelly is ill is the reason why she can not
come.



