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PICTURES AND POEMS
OF MOUNT EMEI'S TEN SCENERIES
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Preface to the Second Edition

The “collection of pictures and poems about the tfen views
on Mt, Emei” is originated from “Pictures and Illustrations to
Mt, Emei”? ,written by a famous poet mamed Tan Qinfen in Qing
Dynacty Mr, Tan,born in Hunan Provinee, was appeointed admin-
istrator in Sichuan and authorized to e¢ollect and narrate the
stories about Mt, Emei, One year after, he eventually succeeded
in writing and published two volumes named “Pictures and Illus-
trations of Emei” containing 16 Pictures and 43 Poems, Mr, Tan
selected ten of the best views and gave themt names respectively,
as; (DThe Felicitous Light on The Golden Summit; @ The Spirit
Cliff’s Emerald Terrace;@Evening Bell at The Holy Monastory;
@Vespor Moon At the Elephant's Pool; & Crystal Walers and
The Autuma Winds; ®Dawn Rain Among The Giant Ch’un Trees;
(hThe Twin Bridges® Clear-toned Harmonies: @ The Immortal
Abode of The Nine Ancients;s @Blue Sky after Snowlall on The
Great Plateau; ({@Traasparent Clouds At the Lo-Peak. Since
then, The Ten views of Emei became [amous everywhere in our
motheriand,

Late in mid 19th century, an American Professor of Huaxi
University named Phelps translated the collection into English,
and hepce Mt,TEmei began to be known abroad and tourists from
different districts began to visit and appreciate its beauties,

In 1980ss a noted old sculptor Mr, Tian Chengke, a member
of Pen-manship Art Association of Sichuan Province was invited
to make seals to ten scemeries respectively iz order to ensble
the tourists more uanderstanding, And theu, on this collection
integrating the poems, paintings handwriting and seal-carving into
a whole with the script inscribed as “The collection of pictures

and poems about ten views on Mt, Emei” by the famous old




literati Mr, Liao Mo-sha,

Mr, Tian, a native of Deyang cousty in Sichuan, once lod-
ged in Chengdu, Chongqing, Zigong and now lives in Emei, He
was specially foud of engraving from his youth, and began carv-
ing stone seals in his leisure, He learst from the works of seul-
ptors of Qin and Han Dynasty, and imitated that of Mr, Wu
aad Mr, Deng, who are two famoys sculptors, He skilfully con-
centrated their best features into his owa style to make his
seals full of vitality and romanticism, In 1940s, he published “Kan
lin Lu’s Seal carviog” , the title of which is inscrbed by a
famous painting Xu Beihong while Kaa Jin Lu is the pen-name
of Mr, Tian,

Mr,Tian is in his own eighth decade now, In such a flouri-
shing age, he is still enthusiastic for engraving, He has carved
thousands of seals, and his exquisite designs, good handwriting,
and energetic ewtting were all filled with creative power and
thus made him a well-known inspired sculptor home and abroad.

This selection is mot only a tour guidance but elso worthy
collecting as work of arts, Therefore the first edition of this
book had a wide sale and favourable comments in both of China
and adroad. When the secoad editon of it is coming, I present

several words here for readers,

Yu Cajxjang

1987, 5.10,
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Emei Mountains; A Brief Visijt

Part ol the vast Kunlun mountain range, Mount Emei rises
abruptly 3,000m high on the horizon, For its green groups of
peaks, flowing fountain streams, tlying waterfalls, tall and grace-
ful landscapes, it has been said of Emei Mountain, #“Emei is
wonderful and the most beautifal [n the world” ,

The mame of the mountain was first given during the Western
Zhou Dynasty, “They face toward each other and look like
delictea eyebrows” , then it was called “Emei” ,

During the {irst century temples and monasieries began to be
Luilt on the mountains,Later,in the sixth century, when Buddhism
was quite popular, wonderful angel temples and gem halls Cas
many as ninety) were built along the peaks, These peaks ccvered
a disiance of one hundred li. For this reason, it is well known
as one of the four most famous Buddhist mountains in Chica,

Mount Emei has a long history, Its cultural relics and hist~
orical sites: are splendid, interesting and scimtillatingly colourful,
Cast during the Song Dynasty, the Pu-xian broaze statue of
Buddha weighs 62 tons or so, and is high as §.8m. This mag-
nificent, solemn statne is one of the Lkey protected cultural
celics in Chinza, Structures, such as the wood-constructed Flying
Temple built during the Yuan Dynasty and the brick-arched
beamless temple of the Ming Dynasty are outstanding architec-
tural feats, It was during the Ming Dynasty that the Hua-Yan
bronze pagods was cast, Standing 6ém high, with 14 stories,
there are some 4,700 statues of Buddhas and # the Hua-Yan
scripture” cast on its body. The pagoda is of perf ect consiru-
tion, exquisite workmanship and superb craftsmanship, During
the Yong Le’s years of Ming Dynasty, the huge parcefain statue
of Buddha was constructed, Sitting on the thousand-leaf-lotus
floger, wearing the thousand-Buddha statue-lotus coat, this work
of art shows that anciemt China had a comprehensive and high
jeve] of china-ceramic technology., In addition, Ming Dynasty
bronze copper tablet on the golden top of the mouptain, and
the thousand-Buddha statue-lotus lamp 'in Hongchunpin Temple




ete, all are spleadid nmationality herdaze, After liberation, these
treasures are prized aud protocted by the Party and the People,
Tang Lynasty’s puwt Libii’s commendation read, “Shu State
{ Sichuan Province 1oday ) has lots of fairylard hills, while Mount
E nei s matchless,” He was, of couse, referring 1o its wonderful
natural scenery ard sites such as the auspicious light on the gol-
den top, the green peaks rising one above the other around the
Lingyan cliffs,the charming night moon at the Elephant pool and
the cool autumn wind along 1he white stream, the fine dawn
rain at Hongehunpin, the clear sound on the Dual bridges, the
angel temple by the Nine-old hole,the soft clouds over the Luo-
teng peak,the snow with sunfight at the Great level ground, and
the breath-taking sunrise, a sea of cloud, the Duddha Jamp,
the Buddha rays and lights, these arc so-called the Ten-sights
and Four wonders, To add to these beauleous wvisions, and the
three bridges on the Tiger Stream, the [orests around Lhe Gude,
the jade well at the Holy water I'lace and the plank road built
along the faces of the cliffs on the Black Dragon stream, *“{ihe
auspleious snows”? along the seven-li slope, %the jade desdrops
and the bright pearis” at the Tian-men stone,"“the glittering shin-
g water and the ceolourful hills” around the Phoenix l.ake, and
so on, svery-ihing is so enchanmting and well worlh seeing,
“Westward to Mount Emei can be seen miles of snow,
while Northward the view has been likened to the huge hottom
of a basin™_ Song Dynasty’s Poet Su Dong-pe’s this verse really
was an description of the bird’s-eye wview of Chengdu when
one reached the golden top and gazed out over the Tian-fu
plain, It is so wonderful that even from a far distance une can
see the tall peaks of Mount Emei breaking through the clouds
and reaching inte the sky, Looking Eastward, the mist-covered
Qingyijiang, Mingjiang and Dadu rivers look like silver silk
dancing in air looking westward into the Wawu, Gongga and
Greast Snow Mountains, cloud waves, appearing as white wax
elephants racing on the prairie, Even more spectacular, whenever
the winds stop and the clouds are still, the sun*s rays refract
nver the sea of clouds, hence forming colourful rirgs, The visi-



tor’s shadows project in the light rings thus setting each other
off producing a very interesting paltern of motion, The rays of
sunlight shining through the multitude clouds rise slowly into the
sky. Hence the name “Emei precious rings” _Visitors are excited
by this phenomenon,

#All four seasons of the year on the top are just like win-
ter, while varieties of beautiful flosers and green plants will
start budding in the spring®, From the top 1o the f{oot, there
exists quite a difference in temperature, as high as 17°C or
so, The verticai plant pedigree is appareat, As well, the animal
species are dear and precious, The arrows-bamboo trees on the
top of the mountiain, the fir trees mid-way up, the azalea at Chuxi
Pavilion, the Hongtong trees at Xianfeng Temple and the like,
are vying with each other in colours and beautiful manner, And
to animals, rock doves, silver pheasants, pandas, serows, piano
frogs, huge earthworms, lappet butterfly in particular, the groups
of monkeys that are inlimate [riends of the passers-by,are seldom
seen elsewhere in the world,

“The Famous Mountain of the world” —comrade Guo Mo
Ruc’s hand written inscription is a highly absiract commendation
to the Emei landseapes, But the realistically wonderful Emei
sc nery is really difficult to put inte words, There are so many
beautifu! and enjoyable things that you simply cannot teke all
in, even when you personally take the 100-li~climbing trip,

Since lberation, under tbe Party’s profound grace, China’s
rivers and mountains have become more beautiful, and Mount
Emei has become more delicate and charming, Mount Emei, “ The
first in the world” with her friendly mannerwj,onderful figure and
upique beauty motherland, now is awaiting to greet honoured
friends from all corners of the earth,

Welcome to tour of Emei Mountaing

Tian Jia Le

1983, 2. 28







FAMOUS MOUNTAIN
IN  THE WORLD
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THE FELICITOUS LIGHT ON
THE GOLDEN SUMMIT
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THE FELICITOUS LIGHT ON
THE GOLDEN SUMMIT

The Tu Kuang T'ai ${3t4 Buddha’s Glory
Lookout is just behind the Chin Tien 28 Golden
Hall and the Tsu Tien 8 Hall of the Patriarch,

on the very summit,

Not a ray of the felicitous Glory can any

brush portray,

The mountain grandeur of the Three Omeis
fills all the far borizen,

The jewélled shrine and purple bhermitage
escape the dusty world,

The journey sixrpasses ‘ the ascent to the

summit of fairyland,
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