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FOREWORD

Two years and a half have elapsed since we began to prepare for edit —
ing the Buddhist Texts Not Contained in the Tripitaka in the summer
of 1994, and now we have successfully presented the third number to
our dear readers. Since the publication of the first number of our book,
wehave received many letters from our readers both at home and
abroad. Some have extended fervent support to our work; some have
afforded us fresh information concerning Buddhist texts not contained in
the Tripitaka ; some have put forth emendatory suggestions on our col-
lated texts;and the others have sent us some supporting funds, hoping
that we can insist on doing this significant work. I hereby would like to
express, on behalf of the whole staff of this editorial board, our heartfelt
thanks to our readers who have been concerned with the growth of this
series of books; to the Institute of Chinese Buddhist Culture, the Zhi
Lian Jing Yuan from Hong Kong, the General Corporation of Buddhist
Cultural Establishments at Shanxi Province, and other related units and
individuals that have rendered great support to the publication of this
series of books.

The following is a brief introduction of the main content of the third
number of the Buddhist Texts Not Contained in the Tripitaka

The column ”Chan Texts from Dunhuang” publish two Chan texts
from Dunhuang.

The Pu Sa Zong Chi Fa was written by a foremost exponent of the
Huineng (638 — 713 AD) system in the Southern Chan School, and it
has some substantial similarities with the Guan Xin Lun ascribed to
Bodhidharma(? — 536 AD); therefore, the relationship between the
two texts has yet to be further studied. The text was first discovered

— 9 J—
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by Mr. Ryosho TANAKA , a Japanese scholar, from the special collec-
tion of Dunhuang in France, and he published his copied text and stud-
ies. The text here has been recollated, in accordance with the layout of
the Buddhist Texts Not Contained in the Tripitaka, by both Mr.
Daishun UEYAMA , a noted Japanese Buddhist scholar, and Mr.
YUAN Deling, a young research fellow with the Chinese Institute of
Dunhuang Studies, with reference to another transcript of the text
newly discovered in the Beijing Library. Hence a new collated text to
our readers. The Dunhuang studies has already become a worldwide
branch of learning, and the collation of the Dunhuang texts as a matter
of course needs constant improvement. Consequently, we welcome re-
lated scholars of various countries to engage in collating the Buddhist
texts among the surviving books from Dunhmng, welcome them to
make further efforts to better the collated ones so that we can make a
good job of these cultural undertakings of mankind. Those who have
been engaged in this work are also welcome to publish their research
achievemnents in this aspect in the Buddhist Texts Not Contained in
theTripitaka .

The Du Cheng Qi Shi Lun wes also written by a foremost exponent
of the Huineng system in the Southern Chan School. More seasoned
was the ideology of the Southern Chan School reflected in the text, and
more incisive the author’'s style. Now that the text was copied when
Dunhuang was under the reign of ancient Tibet, it probably dates from
the first half of the 8th century AD. The readers will surely feel this
text very familiar who know such Chan texts of later ages as the Wy
Deng Hui Yuan. This shows that some traits of the Southern Chan
School can be traced back to the age when this text was produced and is
no doubt of great significance to the studies of the Chan School. I of-
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tenponder over such a question: Has the Chan School after all raised the
Buddhist theory to an unprecedented new height or has it driven the
Buddhist theory into an undevelopable dead end? So far I have not
come to a conclusion yet. Therefore, this text has furnished fresh ma-
terial for us to trace back the developmental process of the Chan School
ideclogy .

In the coming numbers of the Buddhist Texts Not Contained in the
Tripitaka , we shall continue to make efforts to collate the Chan texts
from Dunhuang, and friends from various circles are welcome to give us
guidance and support.

The column ” Commentaries on the Tripitaka” brings forth seven
texts.

The first fascicle of the Jing Ming Jing Ji Jie Guan Zhong Shu,
collected by Daoye in the Tang Dynasty (618 — 907 AD), was pub-
lished in the second number of this series of books, and we now bring
forth the second fascicle of the text. As the ”Foreword” to the second
number of our book says, in spite of the fact that the text has been col-
lected into the 85th volume of the Duvhengzang, more than 10 thou-
sand Chinese characters from the latter half of of the Sth pin (chapter)
to the first half of the 7th pin have been missing, and the selected mas-
ter copy was not very good and lacked relatively serious collation. As it
happens, the second fascicle of the text published in this number con-
tains the part the Dizhengzang has lost, and I am assured that it will
arouse our readers’ interest. Careful readers may notice that, in the
second fascicle of the text published in this number, we have corrected
a number of wrongly written Chinese characters found in the Vi-
malakirtinirdesasutra contained in the Dazhengzang . Such an impor-
tant scripture as the Vimalakirtinirdesasudra, handed down for more




