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Brief Introduction

This textbook is designed to provide postgraduate students and
senior students in linguistics in China with a knowledge of theoreti-
cal linguistics. Within recent 50 years the Chinese linguists have
scored great achievements in field work, theoretical study and
methodology, which make significant contributions to the General
linguistics, and provide a sound basis for the present textbook.

The textbook discusses the linguistic theories with the linguistic
materials form various ethnic groups in China and lays emphasis up-
on the practicality and the workability concering theory and method-
ology. In order to train readers in practical ability to analyse and
solve problems, the Tenth Chapter gives a broad introduction to
field work and studying methods, and the other chapters, such as
“The History of language and its Studying Methodology” (Chapter
6), “Lexicography” (5. 4. 2), “The Methodology of Sound Sys-
tem’ (2. 8), “The Componential nalysis” (4. 3. 2), also pay
attention to the workability in varying degrees. Another characteris-
tics of the textbook is that many related topics, namely language
and society, language and culture, language and history, language
and writting, are included, which will help readers acquire exten-
sively important theoretical concepts and mepirical findings of mod-
ern linguistics, and which will make considerable contributions to-

wards the teaching and studying of the related subjects.
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