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Abstract

“The Foundation for Modernization—A Comp-
arison of pasant History in England and China” ,
written by Hou jian-xin and supported by State
Social Scienec Foundation, is the first monograph in
China to compare the history of the modernization
of China with that of a foreign nation, Using a
Wealth of historical date, the book discusses in
detail the process of modernization in the
countrysides of England and China, Utilizing the
enhancement of individual peasants as a starting
point, the writer treats the development of a system
of agricultural production and property rights as
the cornerstone of modernization, .

On the one hand, it relates in full and accurate
detail the common people’s social activities in
the two countries, It discusses the increase in
agricuitural labour productivity, the rates of
accumulated funds, and the promation of diversified
economies It also recounts the peasant’s activities
in such areas as, labour mobility, manegment of
the rural public and judicial affairs, the peasant’s

ideas, and historical legacies,



On the other hand, it describes and comments
on the systems of property rights, the circulation
of commodities, and the relationships between
classes in the middle ages, which ketp in step with
the people’s development in both countries, By
these means, it lays bare the different social

trents in England and China during the late medieval

age, Applying this two way analysis——individual
strenghts and growth, and the social environment——
to the study of this period of history, this book
examines the cause of the rise of capitalism from
a new angle,

As an academic rescarch tool, it is a source
for studying the origins of capitalism, In practice,
people could draw lessons from this took to
strengthen the reformation of the countryside and
advanc tht process of agricultural modernization in
China, The famous scholar professor Chen Han-sheng,
president of the Chinese Academy of International
Culture (C-A-1-.-C)and vice president of the
Pacific Association (former adviser of the Ministry
of Foreign Affair), write the preface of this book,

“this book makes a valuable countribution to the
technique of historal comparitive rescarch and to
an understanding of the modernization of U« K and

our country” |
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