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Chapter 1
(1) A—fE¥H#+

Another New Year

A: Happy New Year.

8B: The same to you.

A. I understand you will soon have
another New Year, right?

B: Yes, we'll have another ome in
about three weeks.

A: How could it be that you have
two New Years?

B: The coming one is the lunar New
Year, better known as the Chinese
New Year. Some call it New Year
of Agricultural Calender. That is of
course a literal translation from the
Chinese, and I don’t think the name
is used in English. A

A: Very interesting. By the way,
when will it be?
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B: The New Year’s Day fallson the Z :siBER—A=+—

21st of January. ' Ho
A: Does it always fall on the 21st B :@R_A_+—H
January ? - ) %8 ?

B: No, it varies. Incidentally, this Z :RERW » BRAR—
year New Year’s Day comes rather &8¢ FER 45
early; it usually falls in February. RITTERGKE ; @

REEIN_ABIT%R
Bge

2 #EBM
Kung Hei Fat Choy

A: Kung hei fat choy. . B RWER e

B: The same to you. Z . REERS .

A: 1 am saying kung hei fat choy, B . RER{LWRMA
but honest I don't know what does %> F[REXK

it mean. RETHIERHE
. ®Eo
B: It means wishing you a prosperous 7, . BriRBRRHFH
New Year. SESUE o
A: Is this a literal translation? 6 : REMAKNE ?

B: No. ‘Wishing you have a lot of 7 : FR&#y - EME&%
] 2 L]
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money should be the literal trans-
lation.

A: Oh, really, how interesting.

B: But of course this is only a
popular expression in the South. The
Northerners say only kung hei.

A: What does that mean?

B: It's the same as your wishing you
a Happy New Year.
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The Lantern Festival

A: How do you enjoy your New
Year? .

B: Well, in the usual way, visiting
each other, distributing lucky money
and eating a lot.

A: But your New Year is not over
yet.

B: No, not until the Lantern Festival
has passed.
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A: Lantern Festival? B:ZRE%?

B: Yes, sometimes called Yuan Shiao 7, ° Z#4» X U5T
Festival. I's on the Fifteenth Day H#i HREATE
of the First Moon, and this year it B ABSERTA
will be the Fourth of February. gag o

A: Why is it called the Lantern B : R+ EELHEER ?
Festival ?

B: Lots of lanterns will belit on that Z : EERANEELSIE
day. It was a quite important festival &8y o TEHIR—
in the old days, but it is now mainly /ERBEZIHER R
for the children. There is really THREAHITELRER
not much to be seen. A H - ERE

HHETENT °

A: What a pity! I missed your New & , SETH#HE | B
Year’s Day and hoped to have some BT #FNTE » 8
fun before I leave. BRI AR

‘ S BT ©

(4) ZE &%
Christmas Cards

A: Do you have Christmas cards in B : #%# hEAEE
Chinese traditional designs? RGWErEN ?
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B: Yes, we do.
A: Can ] have a look at them?

B: Certainly. Here they are. You
_have a very wide range to choose.

A: How about this one?

B: It's paper cutting, a traditional
Chinése art well-known for centuries.
Every design is cut by hand with a
pair of scissors.

A:- How wonderful. I think I'll take
a dozen.

B: Here are cards with reproductions
of painting by famous Chinese pain-
ters.

A: Lovely. You mean these are re-
productions ?

B: Yes. They do look like originsal, do
they ?

A: Surely they do. Who are the
painters?
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B: Well, the horses are by Hsu

Pai Hung, the landscapes by Huang

Ping Hung and the flowers by Chi
Pai Shih.

A: Oh, I've heard of these names.

B: It's not surprising. Their works

are quite well-known in Europe too.

A: Can you choose two dozens for
me, each with a different picture, if

possible.
B: With pleasure.
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Acknowledging X’mas Cards

A: People are busy sending Christmas
cards. I have received quite a few,
and I don’t know whether I should
acknowledge them.

B: You should.

A: Supposing I receive a card after

. 6 .
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Christmas, do I have to acknowledge
too?

B: You have to. You can send your
friend a New Year's card.

A: There is another question. Does my
wife have to sign her name on the
card I send to my friends?

B: The question should be whether
both your name and that of your
wife should appear on the card. You
may sign your own name and your
wife’s name if the card is intended
for someone you both know. If the
card is for a business associate who
does not know your wife, you
sign only your own name; your

wife’s name should not appear on
the card.
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6) £ B

Chung Yeung Festival

A: Yet another festival for the Chinese
people here! By the way, what does
the name Chung Yeung mean?

B: Honest, I don't know its origin. All
I know is that it falls on the nineth
day of the nineth moon, and chung
in Chinese means double.

A: I suppose it's a quite important
festival traditionally.

B: No, it cannot be compared to the
Mid-Autumn or the Dragon Boat
festivals. People mark the festival
by going to mountain tops or visit—
ing their ancestors’ graves.

A: Is that all?

B: I think so. After all, it is not a
public holiday, and you won't see
much festive spirit.
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