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Hhen Alfred Nobet wrote his testament he fntended these prizes
in the areas of physics, chemistry and physiology or medicine to
stimulate research that should benefit mankind, and his prizes in
literature and peace should stimulate efforts in those areas again .
to benefit human progress. R

Wher: the prizes first wHere given out in 1901 they Were by far
the largest in existance and intended to release the laureates of
financial worries so that they could continue their work un-
disturbed, More importantly they were the first truely internatiocnal
prizes.

The prize committees for each of the prizes invited every vear
nominations from experts in the different fields 1n the whole won]d
- i1n case of the peace prize from parliamentarians.

These nominations where then studlfed fn depth by experts
during an eight month period, and by the middle of October every -
year -the final seléction is announced.

The Taureates then receive “their prizes on Uecember 10 - the
date of Nobel's death.

The prizes have now taken on an important symbolic value

)
\

demonstrating the importance of science as well as of humanistic
endevours for human progress, activities that should not be re-
strained by natfonal boundaries but be of a truely cooperative
international nature.

I am therefore happy that these publications on Nobel )
laureates will contribute spreading this information in China - a -
country that will make crucial contributions in the development of
international cooperation and understanding.,

v
IS

Sune Bergstrom, M.D., Professor
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Alfred Bernhard Nobel and his prize
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