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EVERYDAY TOPICS (D)






Lesson 1
In the library
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Dialogues

: Hello,Li Ming. Are you going to the library?
: Yes, I am. Are you going too?
: Yes. Is the library open yet?

: I think so,because it’s nearly 8 O’clock.

S vs Bie “Niw Rl

: I like to go to the library because it is always quiet even on

busy days.
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: That’s true. The library is the best place where you can learn.

But we must obey library rules. No smoking! No littering!
And no talking! Remember?

: Yes, I remember. Li Ming, will you tell me how to borrow

books?

: You'd better go to the librarian for help. She'll brief you on

what to do.

: That’s a good idea. I'll do that.

I

: Excuse me. ..
: Yes.May I help you?
: Yes. 1 am a freshman. Can you tell me how to find books on

English grammar?

: Sure. See those little drawers in the corridor?

Yes.

: Those drawers contain cards describing every book in our

library. They are the library’s “card catalog”. Each drawer
runs from one part of the (English) alphabet to another. For

example, this drawer goes from cab to can.

: 1 am Ilooking for a boock entitled A Grammar of

Contemporary English . Shall 1 look under“A”?

: No. You should look under“C”. The articles “A”and “the”

don’t count in alphabetization,and cards are generally omitted
for extremely common words and phrases such as“history of

. . ” 9y 4 4l
“introduction to”, “story of ’, “grammar of”, and so on.

: What should I do if I don’t know the title of the book?

: In that case, you can look under the author’s name.
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: Can you give me an example?
: Sure. If you want to find a book by, say, Randolph Quirk, you

first look under Quirk and then Randolph.

: Yes, I see. Thank you very much for your help.

You are welcome.

It

: Excuse me, but I have to trouble you again.
: No trouble at all.
: I've found three books in the card catalog. I'd like to borrow

them. What should 1 do to get the books?

: Please take these “call slips” and fill them out with the call

numbers, titles and authors of the books,and your name.

: What should I do after that?
: Please give them to me. I'll find the bocks for you.

: Thanks a lot. Here you are.

(a few minutes later)

: The book by Quirk is on loan. It’s due back in about two

weeks. It’s very much in demand at the moment. Do you want

me to reserve it for you?

: Yes, please. How will you let me know when the book comes

in?

: You must put your name and class on this slip of paper and we

will put it in a special cabinet. We will telephone your
department and the secretary of your department will let you

know when the book comes in.

: That’s wonderful. It saves me the trouble of having to come to

5



see again and again if the book is back.
: That’s it.
: What about the other two books?
: I've found them for you. Here you are.

: Thank you very much.

O Q0

: You're welcome.

Summary of Useful Expressions

1. Things to say when you want to find some books in the
library:
1) —Can you tell me how to find some books on English
grammar?
—Sure. These drawers contain cards describing every book
in our library. Each drawer runs from one part of the
alphabet to another.
2) —What shall I do if | want to find A Grammar of
Contemporary English 7
—You should look under“C”.
3) —How shall 1 go about it if I don’t know the title of the
book?
—You can look under the author’s name. If you want to
find a book by Randolph Quirk for example, you first lock
under Quirk and then under Randolph.
2. Things to say when you want to borrow the books:
1) —I've found three books in the card catalog I'd like to
borrow. What should I do to get these books?
—Please take these“call slips”and fill them out with the call

numbers, titles and authors of the books,and your name.



2) —What’s to be done after I've filled out the call slips?
—Please give them to the librarian.
—Can I get the book by Quirk?
—The book by Quirk is on loan. It is due back in about two
weeks. It is very much in demand. If you want the book, I'll

reserve it for you.
Exercises

1. Make sentences with the following words and expressions.

1) obey 2) brief sb.on sth.

3) entitle 4) look under“A”

5) count in 6) on loan

7) due 8) be very much in demand
9) contain 10) reserve

11) save sb. the trouble of doing (sth.)
2. Open dialogues.
1) A: Can you tell me how to find some books on English
grammar?
B: ...
A: I'm looking for a book entitled A Grammar Of
Contemporary English . Can 1 look under“A”?
B: ... o :
2) A: How shall I go about it if I don’t know the title of the
book?
B: ...
. A: Can you give an example?
B: ...
3) A: Hello, Zhang Hua, are you going to the English
7



B:
A:

Department?

Yes,I am.

B: ...

4) A

B:
A:
B:

The library is the best place where you can learn. But we
must obey library rules. No smoking! No littering! And
no talking! Remember?

You’d better go to the librarian for help.

3. Replace the underlined parts in the following dialogues with

the words and expressions given below.

1) A:
B:

2) A:
B:

3) A:

B:

What's to be done after I've filled out the call slips?
Please give them to the librarian.
(What shall T do)

Excuse me, but I have to trouble you again.

No trouble at all.

(bother)

The book you want is on loan. It’s due back in about two
weeks. Do you want me to reserve it for you?

Yes, please.

(keep)

4. Make up dialogues using the following situations.
1) Where: In the library.
When: In the morning.

Who: Two students and one librarian.
What: The students want to borrow some books from the

library. They ask the librarian for help.

2) Where: In the reading-room.
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When:
Who:
What:

3) Where:
When:
Who:
What:

In the afterncon.

A student and a librarian.

The student wants to borrow some magazines from
the reading-room. He asks the librarian for help.

In the classroom.

At 8:00 a.m..

A teacher of English and thirty students.

The teacher teaches the students the lesson“In the
library”and also teaches them how to borrow books
from the library in English.



Lesson 2
Talking about
English Studies

Dialogues

A: How are you getting on with your English study?

B: I’ve made some progress, but far from enough. There’s still a
long way to go.

A: Our teacher has always stressed the importance of laying a
solid foundation in English study. So I must try hard to get
every sound right, to spell every word correctly and to speak
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