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The Fourth of July Celebtation

This Friday, Americans will celebrate the Fourth of July — Independence
Day in the United States', The holiday will mark 210 years of independence.

As in past ycars, July Fourth will be a day of traditionai parades, speeches
and firework shows% In addition some very special ceremonies will be held
this year. The ceremonies will honor one of America’s most famous sights: the
Statue of Liberty?,

The Statue of Liberty stands on an island in New York harbor. It was
a gift to the people of the United States from the people of France, The pur-
pose of the gift was to mark the alliance between American colonists and the
French during America’s war for independence.

‘The Statue of Liberty was completed 100 years ago ... just in time for® the
July Fourth holiday in 1886. During the years since then, the statue’s metal
parts became weak. A project was begun to repair it. Many people and
companies gave money to the project. They did not want to see this symhol of
America fall apart.

Now, the repair work is done ... just in time for this year’s July Fourth
holiday.

In some ways, the Fourth of July celebration has remained much the same
since Americans first began cbserving the day5. Most Americans see it as a
huge birthday party — a party for the nation$,

But the parades, speeches and even the fireworks have a more serious
purpose. They help citizens remember the events that led to American in-
dependence from Britain.

What were those events ?  And why is July Fourth — and not some other
day — celebrated ?

To answer these questions, we have to imagine what the situation was like
in the thirteen American colonies during the summer of 1776.
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By June, the thirteen colonies were in open revolt against Britain?. The
Americans were fighting to cppose what they considered to be unfair taxation
by the British government.

Representatives of the thirteen colonies were gathered in Philadelphia.
They were discussing if the colonies should declare themselves independent of
Britain?,

Some delegates to this Continental Congress? believed the colonies could
still reach an agreement with Britain to settle the dispute. They said a declara-
tion of independence would only harm the chances of reaching such a settle-
ment.

A majority of the delegates, however, rejected this. They said the colo-
nies could gain and protect their rights only by becoming independent.

On June 7, 1776, the Continental Congress considered an independence
resolution proposed by Richard Lee of Virginial®, But the delegates were too
divided for a vote on the resolution’’. So the Congress decided to postpone the
voting umntil early July.

It did appoint a committee to write a document, a declaration, that would
explain and support the resolution of independence.

One of the men on this committee was Thomas Jefferson'? of Virginia.
He was chosen to write the Declaration of Independence?®,

The Continental Congress met again on July first to debate the ques-
tion of independence. The discussion was long, and sometimes very sharp.
By the end of the day, the Congress decided to vote unofficially on the
question. Nine colonies voted to break away from Britain. The delegates
of the four remaining colonies were too divided to vote.

John Adams of Massachussetts}®* — who later became America’s second

all the colonies supported it. So he and other patriots urged the delegates of
the four colonies to join witb the majority, and vote for independence,
Their efforts were successful, W

On July second, the Continental Congress took an official vote on the

President - knew that a declaration of independence would mean little unless (?M(

question of independence, without voting on Jefferson’s declaration, All the
colonies —except New York — voted yes?. The New York delegates did not
vote because they said they were waiting for orders from home. But the New
York delegates promised that their state also would vote for independence.

el



Later that day, John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail'®, He said he
believed July 2nd would become the official birthday of the new country. He
said future Americans would celebrate the day with speeches, parades and
prayer in honor of independencel?,

John Adams was right about how it would be celebrated. But he was
wrong about which day.

July Fourth became the official Independence Day hecause that was when
the Continental Congress approved Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence.
All the delegates, except New York, voted to approve the document. A few
days later, New York joined the others in approving independence.

After the declaration was approved, the delegates signed the document.
Teday, the Declaration of Independence can be seen in the National Archive’s
building in Washington, D. 2%,

The first Independence Day celebrations were held in Philadelphia in 1777.
Bells rang, big fires burned, fireworks exploded, and warships in the city’s port
fired their guns. A parade also was held in the city. And people celebrated
with eating, drinking and music.

These celebrations remained much the same throughout the early years of
the nation.

One custom that developed then was reading the Declaration of Inde-
pendence in public. A statesman or politician usually would do the reading?®.
As time passed, however, politicians also began giving speeches of their own.
Many of them began using the Fourth of July celebration as the time to launch
election campaigns.

In 1826, American leaders organized a special celebration in Philadelphia
to observe the 50th anniversary of independence.

They invited to Philadelphia all the men still alive who had signed the
document®, Among those invited were former Presidents John Adams and
Thomas Jefferson, But neither man could attend because of sickness. In fact,
both men died that day — a few hours apart® — on July Fourth, 1826.

In the years after the 50th anniversary, some events on the Fourth became
more political. Organizations began using Fourth of July celebrations to
spread their ideas. Groups opposed to slavery, for example, held protest

marches.

A huge celebration was held in the United States on July Fourth, 1876—.
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the 100th anniversary of independence, The main cvents again were in
Philadelphia, They included an international fair?2,

One hundred years later, in 1976, the bicentennial celebration? was held.
Special events took place throughout the nation to honor the 200th anniversary
of independence.

Most Americans celebrate Fourth of July with their families and friends.

Many enjoy outdoor meals and games at nearby parks., Others go to na-
tional parks to camp overnight in the outdoors.

In some areas, special — and sometimes unusual — activities take place
each year. \

In the Pennsylvania town of Lititz, for example, thousands of candles are
lit on Fourth of July night. Afier the candles burn out, fireworks are cxploded.

In the western state of Arizona®, thousands of American Indians gather in
Flagsiaff® to celebrate the Fourth of July with ceremonial dancing and games,
And in Daytona Beach, Florida®, thousands gather to watch car races.

Americans outside the United States also have celebrations. American
embassies traditionally have held parties to mark the Fourth of July. This
custom began in Paris, in 1778.

Usually one of the largest Fourth of July celebrations outside the United
States 1s held in Denmark’s Rebild National Park®, The park was estabhished
to honor the friendship between Denmark and the United States. On
July Fourth, a Liberty bell is rung in the park. And the Declaration of
Indcpendence is read to the people attending the ceremonies.

Wherever Americans are, July Fourth is a special day. It is a day to
remember the freedom won more than 200 years ago.

.
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Suburbs

America began as a nation of farms and small towns. During the 19th
century, hundreds of thousands of people left those farms and small towns,
They moved to cities. Then, about forty years ago, another movement began
from the citics halfway back to the country ~ to the suburbs?.

Perhaps no other movement has changed the United States so much in such
a short time, Today, 44 percent of all Americans live in suburban areas just
outside cities. Many of these people also work in asuburb. But it is not always
the same one in which they live. And, so many shopping and entertainment
centers have been built in suburbs that some people say they never fecl the need
to visit nearby cities®

A suburb is considered to be any settled area that borders on a city®. Most
major American cities now have several circles of suburbs., New York, for
example, is circled by settled areas?® that extend almost 100 kilometers away from
the city itself. New York’s suburbs even extend into two other states: New
Jersey® and Connecticut®,

The first American suburbs appeared at ~ut 100 years ago around major
cities on the Atlantic coast, But Americans did not begin to move to the suburbs
in large numbers until around 1950. A° that time, about 12,000,000 American
soldiers had returned from military service in World War Two. A major eco-
nomic expansion permitted the federal government to provide low-interest
loans to buy new homes. The demand for those new homes continued to in-
crease as America’s birth rate continued to rise through the 1950’s.

At first, Americans moved to the suburbs mainly in search of more land at
a lower cost. But as the suburbs became more developed, they grew popular
for other reasons. Most had better schools, less pollution and a lower crime rate
than the cities nearby’. As a result, in the 35 years between the end of World
War Two and 1980, America’s suburban population increased by almost 200



percent,

As life in the suburbs continued to grow better, life in many cities seemed
to grow more difficult. Stores and other businesses soon followed families to
suburban areas®, The people left behind in the cities® often were poor. Public
services became worse. In fact, some American cities, including New York,
suffered serious financial crises.

These problems, however, seemed far away from the suburbs.

During the 1950’s, 2 commeon image of suburban life developed in the minds
of most Americans!®, That image included a nice home and car. It usually
meant a father who worked in the city, and a mothier who stayed home and
cared for children. And it usually meant families that were white, and earned
middle to high wages.

Some critics charged that suburbs lacked individuality!. They said
suburbs were cut off from real life.  But for most people, 2 home in the suburbs
became part of the American dream. It was 2 sign of success and security.

That old image of suburban life is no longer as true today as it was once.
Sharp increases in the number of women with jobs cutside the home mean that
fewer wives and mothers are staying home in the suburbs. And the drop
in America’s birth rate!® in recent years means these suburbs have fewer
children. In fact, a lack of students has forced some suburban schools to
close.

The suburbs also have become more racially balanced. In recent years,
many black famnjhes have moved out of cities into suburban areas.

New problems, however, hiave come with the changes in suburban life’, In
fact, suburbs now are suffering some of the same difficulties as the cities nearby.
These include crime, pollution and higher taxes. Another problem is the
rising price of a new home. The average cost of a new home in the United
States is about $110,000. This high price makes it very difficult for people,
especially young people, to buy a new home.

Recently, some of America’s cities have made major efforts to provide
better housing, public transportation and other services'*, And some young
people — even those with families — are returning to live in the cities their
parents once left,

Otlier people are choosing to live in the country, or in small towns. The
population in these areas has been rising in recent years.
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As a result of these developments, the average age of people hiving in the
suburbs is higher than it once was. In 1970, the average age was about 27
years. Today, the average age is more than 30.

Experts do not believe that suburbs — as we know them — are about to
disappear completely. They say more young people still are choosing to live
in the suburbs than in either the country or the city, But they also agree that
suburbs must change to meet the new needs of Americans.

Experts behieve suburbs must seek ways to help themselves. In the past,
many people were concerned mainly about problems within their own
suburbs. Now, experts are urging them to work together with other suburbs
on common problems®. These include land use, pollution contral, public
transportation and emergency medical services.

Pressure also is being put on the suburbs to offer wider choices in the de-
sign and cost of housing,l®

Most suburbs were built as settlements of one-family homes that sold for
moderate or high prices!”.  But today, many Americans cannot pay such prices.
And a growing number do not need such large homes. Families are smaller.

‘These developments have caused an increase in housing designed to contain
many families. About 60 percent of all new homes are separaie bouses for one
family. The rest are mostly apartment buildings and groups of houses tbat
share one or two walls,

Some people who live in suburbs oppose these new kinds of housing. They
want to keep their areas free from any housing other than one-family homes!®,

Many experts believe these suburbs are fighting a losing battle’®, In
several legal cases, courts have ordered suburbs to ease their restrictions against
putting up apartment buildings?, Experts believe suburbs must offer different
kinds of housing if the suburbs want to keep those who are older, who are un-
married or newly-married, or who can pay for only a small living space.

The suburbs must change in other ways if they are to continue to grow.
People now expect better public transportation in suburban areas, Parents
need more centers to care for their young children while they are at work.
And some young people now want to live in suburbs that are a little more Hke
cities, They want a greater mixture of people, and economic and cultural
activities.

Experts note that lifc in the suburbs was a dream come true for many Amer-



icans in the 1950’2, Tt is a dream that remains popular today. But thc experts

say suburbs will have to continue to change if they are to survive,
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Fashion Industry

In many countries, the style of clothing changes from year to year, Ex.
perts say this change in clothing styles comes from the human desire for new
and different experiences. People grow tired of sameness— in food, in music,
in art, even in the way they appear to others. So fashion designers, the people
who create new styles of clothing, always are looking for new ideas.

In the United States, the history of fashion took a big jump forward! with
the invention of the sewing machine in the middie 1800’s. Before then, only the
rich had enough money to buy fashionable clothing made especially for them.

Private clothing makers used beautiful imported materials and European
designs to make the clothing of the rich. The families of the great majority who
were not rich usually made their own cloth from wool, and sewed their own
simple clothes.

After 1850, however, American factories began producing low-cost
clothing to be sold in stores throughout the country. The new industry
grew quickly, Soon, all kinds of fashionable clothing in different sizes were
sold everywhere. The styles were copied from European clothing?

The first American designer was Hattie Carnegie®, She was born in Vien-
na, Austria®, She moved to the United States with her parents when she was
cleven years old. Miss Carnegie showed her first clothing designs in 1918,
Ten years later, she had a factory which mass-produced® the clothes she
designed.

Carnegie designs were similar to those scen in Paris, France. But Hattie
Carnegie also developed a new, so~called ‘American look,”® in clothing that
women liked. '

Most clothing made and sold in the United States, however, closely
followed French designs?. As one writer put it, the American fashion
industry remained a French colony®,



This changed when World War Two cut off the flow of materials and ideas
from Europe. American designers began to create their own fashions.

The American designs were not as formal as those from Europe. Writers
described the new fashions as seeming more free and active®.

For example, American designers created a completey new kind of women’s
clothing that became known as “sportswear’®, This was not clothing to be
worn while playing sports, It was clothing that was less formal, but still
acceptable for wearing to an office or even to church.

Fashion writer, June Weir!? said American clothes were less formal, because
the American way of life was not very formal.

American life became even less formal during the 1940’s and 1950’s. This
was when millions of Americans left the cities and farms for homes in the
suburbs.

American women wanted clothing they could wear while raising children,
doing housework and traveling by car to stores and jobs.

Many women began to wear pants at least part of the time. And they
began buying separate pieces of clothing that could be worn tcgether in different
ways.

While these changes were taking place in the United States, Paris was losing
some of its influence as the world leader in fashion. French designers were slow
to begin producing fashionable clothing in different sizes for everyone. But
everyone wanted new fashions immediately. No one, not even the rich!?,
wanted to wait while designers made clothes just for them,

American designers were able to meet this demand.

By the early 1960’s, New York City’s Seventh Avenue fashion area!? had
become a force as powerful as Paris or Milan, Italy!4.

Today, the United States has more famous designers than any other coun-
try. Newspapers and magazines report a great deal of fashion news. There
are many schools of fashion design. The Fashion Institute of New York is the
most well-known.

A few American clothing designers have become as famous as motion pic-
ture or television stars; Calvin Klein and Ralph Lauren!®, for example. Their
success had led many young designers to start their own businesses.

It is not easy to start a fashion design business. Designers need enough
money to pay for one year of production before anything is sold.




