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Q: Is there any rule regarding the use of the  inde-
finite article before initials? Should one write a M,
P,or an M,P,?

A, There is no generally recognized rule, The Ox-
ford University Press(Rules for Compositors and
Readers) insists that its compositors should al-
ways print a if the first -letter is a consonant
symbol Ce, g, a L, C, C, schoel) , but this is
not universally accepted, The best principle to
adopt would be to use @ or an according to whe- -
ther, if the sentence were read aloud, we should
pronounce merely the names of the individual
letters, or substitute the words for whtch they
stand, Thus we should write an M, P, @, an L,
C, C, schooy®, but a U,S, A, cruiser®, because
in all these cases we should pronounce the names
of the lettersy and it must always be an H,
M. I,® for we could not possibly say‘a Her Maj-

~ 1




esty’s Inspector®’, On the other hand it is al-
ways a MS,, since the abbreviation MS, is pro-
nounced as the full word manuscript; and most
people would probably write a N, C, B, spokes-
man, since for N, C.B,we should pronounce Na-
tional Coal Board, Where the initials have been
put together to make a word,the same rule must
be followed as for other -English words; a Une-
sco®officiag, a NATO®decision,

it ]

@an M, P, —@GEH4RA, AHBAEBTERN R, M,P,
ZMember of Parliament®y 5, ¥ ®EEUem’ pi,),
UTF Ce) i, KA EAan,

WEEEHE FRENTEAAEIRSEE, M, P,
FEHEMP ABERA N £ EH, wH M, 1,,L.C,C,,
MS, , N.C,B, %, A& RH4 0 E.TELE146

#le

@an L,C,C,school #HAHZHBULA¥KL, C, C,
#London County Council®y% %5, L, C, C, #4#
Uel’siy/sig] , FiDL B W Man,

@a U, S, A, cruiser —MEZERFM. US.AEH
HERETEE, B Ujues’eid , TN EHa,
@an H, M, I, H,M,I #£His (&Her) Majesty’s
Inspectorfy 55, RER (HE) U FEX W B H ¥

R
®Unesco (FHEUNESCO) Cju s “neskau) , L3

2



#United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization WHERZTRAN NV FESE
¥ % (acroaym) ,

©®NATO (#Nato) , M North Atlantic Treaty
Organtzattonﬂ%‘ﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁ*ﬂb%’?ﬁﬁ"ﬁﬂo

X

B, EESANAEEEAHEE R W B “—pLix
R” N5 fa M,P,iEkan M, P67 -

®: BEXNNAN, FRieHREmn ((ﬁF%ZIfﬂ’BEXiﬁ
TN BRI, H— AR E YR EE, HFEIR
—RERAMEH 2 G a L,.C,C,school) (Fipx—
AMNBEA BB "R F%%Jﬁ%ﬁi&‘ﬂmmﬁﬁ.
MR AR T HIE, ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ]fﬂ%@?ﬂﬂgﬁﬁﬂk
B, FREXLTEFRENARE, R — AN,

“—RIBR” WEEWE an M, P, “HEENS¥R”

FEfean L,C,C,school; {H £ “—MRERHEM” W
B%5fEa U, S, A, cruisers B LR SRITE
%&ﬁ?%%&?ﬂ%é%*ﬁé%o 5%k, RATEL E ]
an HO M, 1, , HARINAAEENE a Her Ma;esty’s
lnspector, H—7H, RI& £ 5 aMS, , HAHT
MS, E#manuscript MR 2, ﬁ%ﬁkiﬁ%"?a
N, C, B.spokesman, ¥N,C,B, [ﬁiﬁsNatlonal
Coal Board (ZERBRI) . REEFHACER—1 %
i, MABUHE S LI ARGAN, Ml a Unesco
official( ~fIE AR XALNE B) , a NATO
decision (— ML ABEFHAKRD),



(2) REi%ito be appointed the prosidentiffEto be

appointed presidentlg?

Q : Some teachers say that ¢the’ is unnacessary
in the expression “be appointed the president of
Tokyo University’ when president indicates ‘social
rank’ or ‘position’, Would you comment on this?

A; *The’ can be used before president or it can
be omitted, .

He was chosen the representative of his comp-
any, a

He was chosen representative of his company,
Some speakers and writers feel that ‘the’ be-
fore “president® or ‘representative’ adds em-
phasis Either construction,however,is entirely
acceptable English,

.34

4 HFEHEIHIANE “be appointed the President of
Tokyo University (B{EMIERKREREK)” XEE K
BikE, ERidthe R AVER, HApresidentdk /x4t
LMARMSE . XA TR

%&: fEpresidentdlH, Eidthe T LIH, WALIE %, F
ETHWEAMF:

He was chosen the representative of his com-
pany,
He was chosen representative of his com-



