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Chapter 1
Believe It or Not
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1. Friday 2. thirteen
3. black cat 4. a ladder against the wall
5. mirror 6. salt



7. wood 8. horseshoes _

9. sneezing 10. burning ears

A. witch B. the new moon

C. malevolence D. sacrifice

E. the Last Supper F. Crucifixion .

G. soul H. future

I. the Cross J. the Holy Trinity’s triangle
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Friday the 13th 21 .13 5

The standard nineteenth-century explanation for the supposed

unluckiness of the number 13 was that there were thirteen at Jesus’
Last Supper — Judas was generally thought of as the thirteenth.
This widely repeated interpretation led to the fear of the number 13
in general, and people would avoid having 13 at table or in a party.
The supposed misfortune of Friday also originated from Christian be-
liefs, for the Crucifixion took place on that day.

But both fears have their earlier roots than Christianity was ev-
er created. The fear of Fridays may have been connected with the
Norse goddess Freya; beginning journeys on her day was considered
rude to Freya and would offend her. The number 13 has been con-
sidered ill since ancient times. Romans linked the number to death,
destruction and misfortune. And people traditionally thought that
the witch meeting had thirteen members.

Someone tried to give a more reasonable explanation for such
number speculations. He noted that twelve is the result of the two
favorable numbers, three and four; but that thirteen cannot be so
easily divided. Like eleven, then, thirteen may be suspected of its
supernatural quality.

NOTES:

Christian ZB# 1

Crucifixion HRBR#EEIFEE T FHRE

Christianity 7B #

Norse i #7384 4E LAY

Freya T4 % R & MW (Friday % B F Freya &%)
witch AR



speculation ¥

Choose ONE or MORE best answers for each question.
1. The standard nineteenth-century explanation for the supposed

misfortune of 13 may have its roots in _

A.
C.

Christianity B. ancient Rome

ancient Greece D. ancient Egypt

2. People’s fear of the number 13 may originate from the beliefs
that

A.

Mo QW

E.

Judas was the thirteenth at Jesus’ Last Supper

there were thirteen members at Jesus' Last Supper
pp!

. the Crucifixion took place on the thirteenth
. the thirteenth was the day of the Norse Goddess Freya
. this number was supposed to be linked to death and destruc-

tion
this number can not be easily divided, so it may have some

supernatural quality

3. People’ s fear of Friday may originate from the ideas that

o p

D.
E.

. Jesus had his Last Supper on Friday

the Crucifixion took place on Friday

beginning journeys on Friday would offend the Norse goddess
Freya

witches held their meeting on Friday

Romans linked Friday to death

KEYS: 1. A 2. A,B,E,F 3. B,C



Black Cat 2

It is probably because of its slyness and shrewdness, the cat is

often supposed to be connected with witches and the devil. This fear
may stem from the Middle Ages.

In Europe, the time between the Middle Ages and the 18th
century is known as the witch-hunting era. In most of the cases,
the “witches” were typically older women whose crimes were eccen-
iricity, solitude and, especially, the inahility to withstand the or-
deals. Frequently, the evidence the witch-hunters gave was that the
old woman owned a demon in the shape of an animal, most com-
monly a toad and a cat. Such belief of toads has died out today, but
the prejudice against the black cat survives.

Interestingly, although black cats are widely held in awe, that
awe is not always one of fear. In England black cats are cor:s;dered
lucky and this prejudice for the animal is believed to have existed

from time immemorial.
rom time unmemoria’

NOTES:

slyness IRVE

shrewdness 5

stem from EEF,H¥ABTF

the Middle Ages (BX¥I D7 E &) P42 (252 5T 1100—1500 4
#Hi16])

witch-hunting era  “Z& A "I AR ( 3= B 45 o 20 BR YN 53 o o 4 B X
AR A RN R EMEE, EER T e s /R
BAEMW RS IR, EXELO#HRS, - BB O LR ER
AR TEEGFEREE,)
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solitude FFEERE

ordeal HBM(HthEEARBERAT® AREZHKE
B, FlINEHMELWFER T KR, ZTHESE, FELH, ML
o)

demon ERE,RE R

toad BEER , BES IE

die out ZEEHT, BHEHTHK

prejudice R, L

hold. ..in awe Xf---e-: e

from time immemorial B & & AR

Choose ONE best answer for each question.

1. Linking the black cat to misfortune may originate from
A. ancient Rome

A -B/./ Europe in the Middle Ages

C. ancient Greece
D. ancient Asia

2. The “witch-hunting era” refersto _____. ‘
A. the Middle Ages
B. the prehistoric times
C. the time between the Middle Ages and the 19th century
D. the time between the Middle Ages and the 18th century

3. In that era, the evidence that an older woman was a witch was

A. that she never went out of her house

B. that she owned a cat or a toad

C. that she did not like children

D. that she was always dressed in black
4. In England black cats are ____ .
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